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On the cover: this photograph was taken on top of the "Rock Cut" on March 6, 2008 at 11 :00 a.m. 
by Tom Shaw. In response to why this place, Tom answered: "Exercise, fresh air, beauty, quiet 

time with Him, to step back and look at the big picture and because I can. The best short 
answer is that I love it. The view brings me back to simpler times." 



CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP . .. 

Just the combination of those two words CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP 
brings some vision to your mind. It may be the one on the cover of this 
booklet or any of the various scenes throughout the other pages. All of them 
are special to someone, but whatever picture comes to your mind and the 
fact that you are reading this booklet reinforces that this is a special place for 
you. 

As you read this historical writing, I just want to join you in thanking 
the dozens of people who made it possible. First the township board located 
a woman, Elizabeth Delene who had the gift for writing and arranging the 
many contributions that came her way. Elizabeth, thank you for making the 
time to put these facts in a very readable form! 

Next on the list of volunteers is Cathy Phelps from the township 
office. She went above and beyond the call of duty to solicit information 
and assist Elizabeth in putting together this manuscript. A local committee 
of Lula Sarka, Elry Reetz, Marilyn Heitman, and Ben Mukkala were ever 
ready to assist joined together to read the facts, and add comments and reach 
out for additional information to make this a factual, fascinating piece. Jack 
Menhennick, Sandra Salo and Jean Paquette also helped put this together. 
We hope you can appreciate their efforts. 

The Charter Township of Chocolay is the legal name for the location 
of our buildings, the form of government that leads our group, but the 
township is really the people. It begins with you and I who are here today. 
Our ancestors who lead the way in the past and then there are those who will 
be here in the future to continue to lay the course. For your part let me say 
'thank you!' Our township board was just a "small cog in the wheel" as it 
progressed through the years. 

Av~ E. f(a.L, CMC 
Charter Township of Chocolay Board 
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THE FOUNDING OF CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP 

Michigan's Lake 
Superior shoreline reflects a 
rich and early history of 
human activity that is 
among the oldest in the 
interior of North America. 
During the 1700s the 
Ojibwa people (also known 
as the Chippewa) were 
engaged in a war with the 
Saulk tribe from the Fox 
River area of Wisconsin. 
The Saulk used a trail high 
above Lake Superior, near 

the mouth of the Chocolate or Chocolay River that gave them the advantage 
of viewing the shoreline for many miles eastward. According to Chocolay 
resident, Dr. Bernard Peters, this lookout point was called Ozah gee oh kaw 
wab be win, which according to Ojibwa ChiefKawbawgam [Kobawgam] 
translates "Sauk's [Saulk's] watch or lookout." 

As a member of the 
Douglas Houghton 
expedition, Bela Hubbard's 
1840 map ofthe Lake 
Superior shoreline marks 
this same lookout point at 
the quarry location and 
includes the notation, "white 
quartz, and 150ft." The 
rock quarry provided 
material for area structures 
and it was also the site of 

(!~Kll ry tmd rock {lnl.Shinr, plrm..t was bl. jeU.Sf.nlul Opt.<mkcm almn~·t <:.Ql~Urruort,,J'r (ttM1 ]90/J to 1941, MacDonald Construction ';l;/~.;;I~~A/z.~~'~;_Spcar mul s~mst it lal<;r u>a..-; opr.tcned /,y lfu: Olivrme co·. am! -~LiU Iatu h1 

Company. The local 
population often referred to this area as the "rock cut" located across from 
the Michigan Department of Transportation information center. 

As indicate~ on Bela Hubbard's map the Ojibwa name for the river, 
which we know as the Chocolay River, was Big (Ktche) Sandy (me to in 
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gar) River (Sepe ). The Chocolate, or Chocolay River, was so named because 
of its dark brown color which was caused by tannic acid from decaying 
vegetation of the interconnected swamps and marshes in the area. 

In the Treaty of 1842, the boundary marker was the Chocolate River. 
This treaty gave the mineral rights west of the Chocolate River to the United 
States government. It was not until the late 1800s that the spelling was 
changed to Chocolay River. 

In the Census of 1830, eighty-one Ojibwas were listed living in the 
area of the Chocolate River, as it was a summer place of residence for the 
Native Americans. By the 1850 Census, one hundred thirty-six Caucasians 
were reported living in the area. In 1860, Chocolay Township claimed a 
population of two hundred and two whites, one half breed, or mixed with 
Native blood and ten Native Americans. While the population of the 
Chocolay area was two hundred sixty people, in nearby communities the 
following numbers of citizens were recorded in the 1870 Census records: 
Ishpeming 6,102, Marquette, 4,617, Negaunee 5,813 and Munising with 
799. 

The Charter Township of Chocolay, Chocolay Township, Harvey 
location, or simply called Harvey, after one of its earliest residents, all are 
names for the same area. This special location is an unincorporated 
community in Marquette County Michigan. From the hills of Green Garden 
where Chief Kawbawgam once lived to the shores of Lake Superior and the 

~l'-\I" 1J) jji' '11' IErr;e 

"'" 1$,,s4~1: li&r' !IilA!J'tiif.'t' A(\ 
~"\»'' .!!0 4"1! 

MARQUETTE C<> MICHIGAN'. 
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farming land surrounding the area with the Chocolay River meandering 
through the township, it is a unique area of the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. 

Chocolate Township, today known as Chocolay Township, was 
established by order of the County Board, dated March 17, 1860. The 
township would include Towns, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 47 north, of Range 24 
west. The first Township meeting was held at the office of Edwards & 
Company near the mouth of the Chocolate River on April2, 1860. Present 
were Charles Brotherton, E. R. Remington and Alex Bigger, and they were 
listed as Inspectors. The 1860-1883 rosters of Supervisors for Chocolate 
Township included, Albert Day, Joseph W. Edwards, H. S. Bacon, William 
G. Boswell, David Preston, and Lorenzo D. Harvey. 

Since the early map of 1864, boundaries for the township have 
changed and the land mass has become smaller over time. Sections of land 
once part ofChocolay Township were given to Forsyth (1871), Turin 
(1884), Sands (1892), Skandia (1892) and West Branch (1895) townships. 
Many maps are available in the Township office, including an original 
planning map that was found in the home owned by Charles T. Harvey, for 
which a copy was generously donated by Paul Specker. 

John Burt was the first person to record property in Chocolay 
Township. He purchased 39 acres in Section 6, Town 47 North, Range 24 
West. From 1840 to 1850, John Burt, and his father, William Austin Burt, 
surveyed the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. John Burt held a patent on the 
locks that were used to build that first canal at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. 
He was also the first superintendent of construction on the Sault canal. 

Early property owners ofChocolay Township included Jonathan 
Mitchell, Robert Graveraet and Ellen White and Charles T. Harvey. 

Jonathon R. Mitchell was listed in the 1860s Census as a forty-three 
year old single man, a farmer and laborer, from New York. He was living in 
a boarding house in Marquette at that time. He bought eighty acres in the 
Chocolay Area and if not the first farmer, he was one of the earliest farmers. 

Robert Gravaraet, of Dutch and Indian ancestry, was born on 
Mackinac Island. At age 14, he worked as an interpreter for Indian Agent 

Henry R. Schoolcraft. Gravaraet was responsible for bringing 
Charles Kawbawgam from Sault Ste. Marie to Marquette. He 
was one of the four founding fathers of "Worcester" which 
was renamed Marquette. Those men also formed the 
Marquette Forge and Iron Mining Company. 

The Cleveland Iron Company acquired the Marquette 
Iron Company property in 1855, and turned over the 
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management of this parcel of land to Peter White. In 1857, Peter White 
married Ellen Hewitt, daughter of Dr. Morgan L. Hewitt. Dr. Hewitt was a 
founder of the Cleveland Iron Company. That same year, the Land Office 
was transferred from Sault Ste. Marie to Marquette, making Peter White the 
land agent. He was also the county clerk and registrar of deeds and 
responsible for securing a land grant in the Michigan legislature for the 
railroad to be built in Marquette County. Land deeds in the early registry 
include Mrs. Ellen White as owner of property without listing her husband's 
name. 

Today, the Charles T. Harvey 
home is easily visible from 
highway US 41. It is currently the 
veterinary clinic of Dr. Hunt. 
Located close to the Bayou and the 
mouth of the Chocolay River, the 
two story colonial building is a 
reminder to us of days gone by and 
one of the most remembered 
residents of Chocolay Township. It 
is in honor of Charles T. Harvey for 
whom the name "Harvey" is 
derived. 

On June 26, 1829, Charles 
Thompson Harvey was born in 
Westchester, Connecticut. He was 
the son of Reverend Joseph Harvey 
and Catherine Desire Selden. 
Charles began his career as a salesman for the Fairbanks Scales Company, 
and served as general agent at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. From 1853 to 

1855 Harvey was superintendent of construction and 
engineer for the St. Mary's Falls Ship Canal, 
connecting Lake Superior and Lake Huron. During 
the 1855-1856 sessions of Congress, Charles T. 
Harvey lobbied for Federal support of railroads, 
resulting in providing ten million acres of public land 
for that purpose in the Northwest. Charles T. Harvey 
was the organizer of the Pioneer Iron Co. and credited 
with supervising the building of the most successful 
furnace in the Upper Peninsula, the Pioneer Iron 
Furnace, built in 1857 in Negaunee. 
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In 1858, Charles Harvey married Sarah VanEpps in Utica, New York 
and they had seven children, two of which died months after birth and one 
who died at nine years of age. Harvey returned to the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan in 1859 and was responsible for the construction of an iron 
furnace on the southern shore of Lake Superior, serving as general agent. 

The Harvey family also kept a home in Chicago and upon returning to 
Chocolay Township in 1863; Charles Harvey found that the area had been 
destroyed by fire. A year later, he made a blueprint of the projected town 
which indicated that he had plans for growth in the community. The map 
included streets names, designation of business localities as well as park and 
recreation areas. 

The first wagon road was completed between Marquette, Michigan 
and Green Bay Wisconsin by 1861. This surface road allowed for 
transportation, but with climate concerns, muddy springs and man labor it 
was anticipated that the railroad would better serve the community. From 
1863 to 1864, Charles Harvey served as chief engineer in the construction of 
the Peninsula Railroad. This was the first railroad to reach Lake Superior, 
extending from the headwaters of Green Bay, Wisconsin, to Marquette, 
Michigan. In conjunction with the railroad, Charles T. Harvey envisioned a 
branch line of the railroad over the Sands Plains to the mouth of the 
Chocolay River. This he believed was an opportunity for his town to expand 
and prosper. Harvey began construction in 1866. He had the grading done 
and was anxious to get the rails laid, but the railroad was never completed. 
Remains of much of the grade can still be seen running southwest of Willow 
Farm to Little Lake. 

In 1868, Charles Harvey returned to New York to complete an 
experimental section ofhis aerial, or the world's first elevated railroad in 
New York City. His wife, Sarah, had the distinction of being the first female 
passenger. 
Harvey was 
forced out of the 
project by 
investors. 
Charles Harvey 
spent over 
twenty-five years 
appealing his 
case in an effort 
to gain 
compensation for 
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his elevated railway system. Two bills, known as the "Harvey bills" were 
passed by the New York Legislature which would have granted 
compensation to Charles Harvey, but both bills were vetoed. He had other 
financial difficulties from his railroad ventures, some which came from his 
dealing with Samuel J. Tilden over mining property and what was known as 
the "Peninsula Railroad Scandal." 

In 1871, Charles T. Harvey returned to Chocolay to make a viable 
community. He wrote: "There are four distinct operations to be carried out to 
resume business here. First, a sawmill to furnish timber and lumber; second, 
the substantial improvement of the harbor to admit more vessels; third, the 
repair and reconstruction of the furnace to use hard coal; and fourth the 
completion of the branch road to the transport ore." 

Charles Harvey continued to work until the age of sixty-eight. His 
life's accomplishments include acting chief engineer for the Sault Ste. Marie 
and Hudson's Bay Railroad Company, manager and chief engineer for 
Hudson's Bay and Yukon Railway and Navigation Company and a member 
of the advisory board of engineers for the Maritime Canal Company of 
Nicaragua,. He obtained a patent on a combination flue and chimney 
apparatus that he had invented, one which was used for the furnace in 
Chocolay Township. Charles Harvey died in New York in 1912, at eighty
three years of age. His wife, Sarah, died in 1916, at age seventy-eight. 

It was drive and determination that was to sustain the Chocolay 
community. Part of that vision was achieved when Charles T. Harvey and 
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Edward Hungerford traveled to the Eastern United States looking for men to 
build and operate a furnace in the Upper Peninsula. They hired Lorenzo 
D<;>w Harvey, no relationship to Charles, and Stephen R. Gay from the 
Berkshire Iron Co. at West Stockbridge, Mass. Harvey and Gay arrived in 
Chocolay on June 1857 on the first steamer to come into the harbor at 
Marquette, the General Taylor. At age 25, Lorenzo Harvey was a 1naster 
mechanic in charge of furnaces and ore beds at the Berkshire plant, and 
Stephen Gay was his boss. They came to erect the Pioneer Furnace in 
Negaunee and also to convert the Collinsville forge at Marquette to a 
furnace. 

Lorenzo Harvey left Negaunee and the furnace there to start his own 
furnace on the Chocolay River and work as forge master. In 1859, he raised 
enough money to form the Northern Iron Co. and was one of the three 
incorporators. From his account of the operation, it was built to operate on 
hard coal instead of charcoal, so larger blowers and other machinery was 
necessary to run it. 

Lorenzo Harvey was associated with the furnace on the Chocolay 
through its building and earlier conversions as superintendent and as in 
charge of operations. Lorenzo Harvey is credited with making the first pig
iron blast furnace on Lake Superior. He also supervised the building of the 
Bay Furnace near Munising in 1871; remodeled the Bancroft Furnace at 
Forestville. 

Lorenzo D. Harvey built a house in Harvey in 1860. He married a 
widow who had a son, Arthur D. Moore. The Harvey's also had a son, 
Herbert Harvey, who died as a comparatively young man, from the result of 
a childhood injury. Lorenzo D. Harvey was responsible for most of the 
surveying ofthe townships ofChocolay, Yalmer, West Branch and Sands. 
He built several houses, barns, five sawmills, and worked as a blacksmith. 
Lorenzo held all the township posts. His name first appeared on the official 
record in 1862, when he was elected constable. He served as Justice of the 
Peace for eight years, moderator of schools, post-master from 1866 to 1896 
and supervisor from 1868 to 1883. He was appointed to fill a vacancy as 
supervisor in the spring of 1868, and was voted out of office on April20, 
1883. Lorenzo Harvey died of pneumonia in April1911 at the age of 
seventy-nine.lso in 1859, C. T. Harvey was granted a patent for his coal kiln. 
Ten 80-cord kilns were built, but even these were not enough to supply the 
amount of coal needed to keep the furnace going steadily. Charles Harvey 
had experimented with sheet iron kilns lined with brick and he built 10 of 
this kind. Although they only held 30 cords of wood, they burnt out purer 
charcoal than other types of kilns. The furnace at the Chocolay River started 

7 



production of pig iron the summer of 1860. It ran six weeks and made about 
600 gross tons, when the coal was used up. Coal was hard to come by and 
expensive to transport. It was a setback to productivity when one load of 
cargo consisting of stone and brick was lost while being shipped on the 
propeller ship, Manhattan, which went aground near Grand Marais. A 
replacement shipment arrived the next spring. 

Help for the furnace came from the local farmers. A few farmers had 
settled in that area and were clearing land rapidly. They complained about 
building a hard coal plant in the woods and offered to give their wood as fuel 
for the furnace. The plant ran well the next few years using the wood that 
was being hauled from the nearby farms. Production of pig iron was up at 
the furnace, especially during the Civil War, as demand was up. In 1864 it 
was reported that the plant operated for 38 weeks and produced over 3,000 
gross tons. The Chocolay harbor mouth had been dredged deeper and wider, 
a dock was built, and the iron ore and coal were being shipped from 
Marquette on scows towed by a little tug called the "Fogy". This tug could 
make about four miles an hour in a dead calm and most of the hauling from 
Marquette had to be done at night after the wind went down, because wind 
from the wrong direction would make progress almost impossible. Early 
Marquette pioneer who had been involved with the iron ore industry, Peter 
White, included this in his reminiscences: "The first steam boiler ever set up 

Chocolay Furnace crew of 1890 posed for this photol\raph. Front row, third [rom right, 
Lauchlin Johnston; sixth from right with full beard and fur cap, A . C. Bordeau Sr., s team 
engineer. Back row, f ourth from le ft wi th arms crossed, Fred Bordeau. 
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in this country was ready to be filled with water and it must be done the first 
time by hand. It was a locomotive boiler, and was afterward put into the side 
wheel steamer, Fogy, which plied between Marquette and Chocolay for 
many years. A dollar and a half was offered for the job, and I took it; 
working three days and a night or two, I succeeded in filling it up. Steam 
was got up, and I then was installed as engineer and fireman." 

At times it was hazardous, hauling the iron ore in such a manner and 
manual labor was costly. A steam railroad from Chocolay to Marquette 
would have simplified the process. Seventeen small iron producers were in 
the Marquette area, and most, if not all, were in need of operating capital, 
ways to market and sell their pig-iron and charcoal to make the pig-iron. In 
1867, the Chocolay furnace shut down in part because wood for fuel within 
hauling distance was not available. 

CHOCOLAY AREA SAWMILLS 
Construction of the blasting furnace and sawmill were simultaneous. 

Edwards & Company, owned by J. W. Edwards and Charles T. Harvey 
opened the first sawmill in the township in 1860. It was located across from 
the furnace and near the mouth of the Chocolay River. This was a steam 
operated sawmill and it was quite certain that the engine was salvaged from 
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an old side-wheel steamboat. The shaft on one side was cut off and the other 
side was used to drive the mill. This sawmill perished in the fire of 1863. 

In 1872, Lorenzo D. Harvey is credited with building a new sawmill 
on the same site of the one destroyed by fire. The new sawmill may have 
been wholly! or partly owned by C.T. Harvey. The 1876 assessment roll 
shows that Charles T. Harvey personally paid property tax of$1,500 on one 
sawmill, two pile drivers for $100 and two old engines in the amount of$50. 
On the same assessment roll another company, the Marquette Lumber 
Company, is assessed for $175,000 for logs in the bayou and $1,000 for logs 
up the Chocolay River. According to the assessment record it appears that 
one party had a sawmill, but no logs, and another company had logs, but no 
sawmill. This may have been assessments of two owners that were partners 
in a business or it may indicate that the logs had been purchased by a new 
owner. The Harvey sawmill closed after a short run and it maybe that the 
remaining logs were rafted across the bay to a sawmill in Marquette. 

The sawmill suffered from poor engineering in the conversion of 
power from the engine to the sawmill. Efficiency was not helped by the fact 
that the workers used the stacking method to saw the logs. This can best be 
described as piling several logs on top of one other and running them 
through a gang of muley saws so that the entire stack could be sawed at 
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once. The muley saw was an improvement over a frame saw, but by 
comparison the heavy iron blade of a muley saw could cut a 16 foot log in 
about six minutes, while a circular saw could cut the same size log in about 
fifteen seconds. After a short run, the sawmill was out of business again. 

The mill was again put back into operation by (Frances) Frank W. 
Sambrook and run quite successfully until the turn of the century, when 
Sambrook moved to south Marquette. He had his own logging business and 
was operating all aspects of the work from woods to mill. Most ofhis timber 
was floated down the Chocolay River in 
spring drives and tragically Frank's son, 
named Frank L. Sambrook, drowned in the 
river on September 15, 1900 at twenty-two 
years of age when he was walking behind the 
boom at the sawmill and fell. 

The Sambrook family lived in Harvey 
in a modest home near the George Grober & 
Coppen family. In the rear of this house was 
a large horse bam and lumber drying shed. 
On one side of the house was a carriage 
shed. In addition to the sawmill, the family 
also had a building on the other side of the 
house that they operated as a general store and post office. Sam brook also 
owned property in seven different sections of Chocolay Township. 

In 1870, Edward Frazer acquired a half interest in a small sawmill on 
Cherry Creek, which up until this time had been entirely owned by Sydney 
Adams. In 1871, Frazer became sole owner of the sawmill calling it Frazer 
Mill and upon being the sole owner the operation improved. The Mining 
Journal reported that with ownership and control of approximately one 
thousand five hundred acres of good timber land, Frazer's mill at Cherry 
Creek was assured a long and successful run for the sawmill. 

Frazer also conducted his own logging operations and was in charge 
of all aspects of the sawmill operation. In the winter his crews would cut, 
haul and deck the logs on the high bank side of his millpond. In the spring 
the same men would work as deck men, pond men and mill hands. In this 
way Frazer provided work on a continuous basis to a considerable number of 
employees. Most of these men were family men who had settled in the area. 
Early residents of Chocolay also found part-time work with their horses, 
either hauling logs in the winter or hauling lumber in the summer from the 
Frazer sawmill into Marquette. The Frazer sawmill continued until almost 
the turn of the century. 
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A FIRE IN 1863 
The little village ofHarvey had a setback in May 1863, when it was 

almost destroyed by fire. Headline in the Lake Superior Journal read: 
"Terrible Conflagration- Village of Harvey in Ashes- Great Destruction of 
Property- One Hundred People Without Homes." It read: Carried by a 
terrible south wind, the fire came suddenly on the town and swept around 
and through it with hardly any warning and the scenes in the place were 
heartening. Mothers with their infant children, husbands with sick wives had 
only time to take them in their arms and escape to the lakeshore or some 
other place free from combustible material. The roar, march and swift 
destruction of the fire will never be forgotten by those who were driven from 
their homes, as the flames reduces them to ashes. Prosperity had seemed 
destined for the Marquette area from 1857 the 1870s as Marquette's iron 
furnaces were producing most of the nation's iron, being second in 
production in 1870 and first in the nation in 1880. 

There were eighteen buildings that burned totally and over one 
hundred people left homeless. Among the more valuable homes and 
buildings were the dwellings of Charles Thompson Harvey, Dr. Harvey 
(Charles' Father), two large boarding houses, the schoolhouse, one store and 
warehouse with goods estimated at $4,500, Mr. Harvey's office and the 
sawmill with a large amount of lumber. It is estimated that the value ofthe 
property destroyed will exceed $30,000. After the fire, only eight buildings 
were standing and the blast furnace. 

The only property of the Northern Iron Company that was not 
destroyed was the warehouse and supplies. The better structures were said to 
have been insured, but we presume that the toiling laborers, residing in their 
log homes, have none. We are informed that the fire had its origin in the 
clearing of a farmer who resides within a mile of the village. He had been 
previously warned about burning stumps and trees, as other fires had gotten 
out of control. 

THE PANIC OF 1873 

As devastating as the fire was to Chocolay Township, the panic of 
1873 devastated the entire country, including the Upper Peninsula, and made 
it almost impossible to make a living. At the end of the Civil War, over 
35,000 miles of new railroad track were laid between 1866 and 1873. Banks 
had invested and speculated on this venture, leading many companies to be 
overextended and claim bankruptcy. The New York Stock Exchange closed 
for 10 days. Ofthe country's 364 railroads, 89 were bankrupt and 18,000 
businesses failed. The unemployment rate was at 14%. 
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"Iron" money was popular in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and it 
would lead to the collapse of the economy in the area. "Iron" money was 
that money the dollars that the mining industry had printed to meet payrolls. 
Federal law prohibited this practice and companies were fined more than one 
million dollars for being in violation of currency laws. Had the early mining 
companies not printed their own currency in the remote and desolate area, 
payrolls would have been delayed, because government printed money or 
"greenbacks" purchased in New York, Boston and other financial centers did 
not always reach the Upper Peninsula in time for payroll. This was 
especially true in winter months when navigation on the Great Lakes was 
impossible. During the Panic of 1873, credit was not available to the iron 
blast furnaces and unpaid promissory notes were called due. Work was 
abandoned and coal that was left at the furnaces was sold to the mining 
companies. All blast furnace operations ceased until 1890. 

Peter White spared financial disaster for Marquette and the 
surrounding communities. He traveled to Washington DC to explain to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and to members of Congress that "iron" money 
was a necessity because there were no banks in the Marquette area and 
currency was scarce. Peter White successfully convinced the government 
that the mining companies had no intention of defrauding the U. S. 
Government. On March 3, 1875, president Ulysses S. Grant, signed a bill 
canceling the fine imposed on the "iron" money. This action saved the local 
economy. 

THE 1880 BOOM 
In 1880, a group of investors, consisting mostly of Marquette men, 

reorganized the furnace company, with a capital stock of$100,000. It was 
called the Northern Furnace Co. The directors were: John M. Longyear, 
James M. Wilkinson, Frank B. Spear, J. G. Reynolds, and N. M. Kaufinan. 
They closed a deal for charcoal with Charles H. Schaffer, who was known as 
the "Charcoal King of the Upper Peninsula." The new investors spent money 
on new machinery, and put the furnace into blast in 1891. Unfortunately, 
hard times hit again, and it was shut down within a year because the price of 
pig-iron dropped below the cost of manufacturing it. 

In the spring of 1907, the Lake Superior Chemical and Iron Company 
announced that it had taken over the former blasting furnace. It would again 
make pig-iron and by-products using charcoal. The Berry Brothers Varnish 
and Oil Company were large stockholders in this new organization, and it 
was announced that $130,000 would be spent to rebuilding the plant. 
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This was great news to the community citizens, as workers and 
housing would be needed. It would help the owners of camps and land at 
Lakewood, just east of the Chocolay River, which was just beginning to be 
developed. The new company also operated furnaces in Newberry, 
Manistique, Ashland, Gladstone and Boyne City. The Chocolay furnace took 
three years to refurbish. 

During the first run of the furnace on January 5, 191 0 there was 
tragedy. A gas explosion occurred in the new stack at the furnace and three 
men lost their lives. Those killed were Charles Dolezell, chief engineer, 
John Trudeau, keeper and George Nowak, helper. John Dasey was also 
knocked unconscious but recovered. The men were carrying a flame torch, 
so that they could see while they made some minor adjustments to the stack. 
When the explosion occurred, at 7 o'clock on a Wednesday evening there 
was very little damage to the stack. 

The furnace did not run long, it is speculated that it was because of 
financial difficulties. In July 1910, the company was reorganized, retaining 
the same name. Fifty new brick charcoal kilns were built and filled with 
wood, but this wood was later shipped to the Newberry furnace. By 1912, 
there was talk to rebuild the plant, using the retort system of wood distillery, 
but nothing came of it. The plant was dismantled not long afterward. 

Another early industry was F.B. Spear and Sons' quarry at the rock 
cut north of Harvey. In an article of September 1908, it announced that 
there would be two crushers, operated by electricity, with a capacity of300-
450 tons a day. The trap rock was considered excellent for street and 
concrete work. It was a successful venture and was purchased by the city of 
Marquette in 1922. Sandstone at the foot of the hill just south of the quarry 
bluff was also sold, but commercial success never materialized. 
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A LOOK BACK AT FARMING 

From 1870 to 1920, logging and farming went hand-in-hand. In the 
summer, a man was a farmer. In the winter, he could work on his own uncut 
acres of timber or go to the woods with his team of horses and work for a 
lumberman or jobber. 

Logging, in all its various phases, has been a mainstay of early 
Chocolay Township's economy. Wood products for almost every 
conceivable use have been produced; from toothpicks to ships' masts, square 
timbers, full-length pine trees squared by hand with a broad axe and shipped 
overseas on special ships. This does not include the hundreds of thousands 
of cords of hardwood used for firewood and in the making of charcoal. 

Farming has always been an important part of the township's 
economy, and until 50 or 60 years ago, it was the occupation of the largest 
percentage of township people. Success or failure in farming seems to have 
depended on whether a family chose pine or hardwood land on which to 
settle. Those who chose pine lands found a quick market for their logs, but 
soon found their soil unfit for farm crops. The German and Swedish 
immigrants knew the value of good soil and settled on the hardwood lands. 

The following is a list of twenty-two Chocolay Township families 
who, for three generations, have occupied the same farm lands as recorded 
in the 1964 Centennial booklet. Currently the only Centennial farm in the 
township is the Heitman farm located in Green Garden. 
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Original Owner 1964 Years 
August Baker Evelyn W eiger 99 1865- 1964 
George Ewing Lawrence Ewing 97 1867-1964 
Siegried Zerbel Edna Reader 94 1870- 1964 
Carl Kunde Ruth Clish 94 1870- 1964 
Louis Koepp Mabel LeMaire 94 1870- 1964 
William B. Roberts Llewellyn Dell 93 1971- 1964 
Cleo & Julius Zerbel Leo Zerbel 92 1982- 1964 
Robert Voce Russell Voce 89 1875- 1964 
Fred Basal Clara Basal 84 1880- 1964 
Henry St. Amour Medos St. Amour 82 1882-1964 
Mike McCarty William McCarty 80 1884- 1964 
Fidelle Tousignant Mayottes 79 1885- 1964 
Carl Heitman Irwin Heitman 79 1885-1964 
Martin Koepp Bernie Koepp 79 1885- 1964 
Henry Priebe Marie Sloat 76 1888- 1964 
JohnLewke HenryLewke 74 1890- 1964 
Mike Hennessey Jack Menhennick 74 1890-1964 
Con Beaudin Louis Beaudin 74 1890-1964 
Albert Gentz Heinz Gentz 72 1892-1964 
John Billings Sam Billings 71 1893-1964 
Cliff Bordeau A.C. Bordeau 71 1893- 1964 
Max Quandt Carol & Louise Quandt 70 1894- 1964 

EARLY DAIRIES 

Five dairies are known to have operated in Chocolay, each producing 
and retailing milk from its own herds. The earliest was the Quandt Dairy, 
operated by M.A. Quandt, who delivered products by horse and buggy, 
carrying the milk in cans to be poured and measured into containers at the 
home of each customer. There was also the Cherry Creek Dairy, owned by 
C. H. King. That business was sold around 1919 to S. H. Buck and was the 
nucleus of the Buck Dairy of Marquette. There was the Fassbender Dairy 
(Tony Fassbender) and the Stenglein Dairy (Earl Stenglein). The Hillcrest 
Dairy was the last to operate, carrying on until the 1983. 

Local farmers and families were asked to contribute their memories 
for the Chocolay history project. The following are contributions from 
people in 2008. 
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HILLCREST DAIRY "AKA" RANTA'S FARM 

Submitted by Bob & Nancy Ranta 

On September 10, 1919 a young 11 year old boy, William, along with 
his uncle, Jack Ranta, walked from Presque Isle A venue in Marquette to the 
top of the Green Garden Hill behind 2 cows and a calf. They were bringing 
the cows and calf to the new farm that his parents Solomon and Alina Ranta 
had purchased from William and Jenny Zerbe I. Solomon Ranta had traded 
their home on Presque Isle Avenue and an additional $4,500 for the new 
farm. The farm was 80 acres minus 1'2 an acre that was given for a cemetery 
located across the road o the east side of US 41. 

Solomon Ranta, for the sum of 
$2,000 bought some livestock and farming 
equipment from the Zerbels. The original 
deed states that he received 4 cows, 4 
heifers, 5 calves, 3 horses, 2 sets of double 
harnesses, 1 single harness, 1 set of fly nets, 
2 farm wagons, 2 set of sleights, 50 
chickens, 4 pigs and all of the fann 

products including the hay and oats in the bam and the crops growing in the 
fields. 

The Ranta family built a barn and were soon a dairy farm. They were 
the second farm in the U.P. to have a milking 
machine and began selling milk in 1920. In 
1927, Hillcrest Dairy was officially started 
and they delivered milk to customers in 
Marquette and the surrounding areas. To 
keep up with demand of the customers, they 
picked up milk from the area farmers in ten 
gallon cans and brought it back to their dairy 
to be processed and sold in glass bottles. By 1930 milk had to be 
pasteurized and homogenization followed in the 1940s. 

In 1959 a new dairy farm was constructed. In 1962 milk, received 
from area farmers, was picked up in bulk tank trucks and brought to the 
dairy for processing. During the 1960s and 1970s, 16 people were employed 
by Hillcrest Dairy. 

In the 1960s packaging products included paper containers and in the 
early 1970s, plastic gallon containers were added to the packaging line. 

Hillcrest Dairy was in operation from 1927 until 1983, a total of 57 
years and four generations of Ranta family members. William Ranta 
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married Mary Laukka in 1932. They built a home on the fann next to 
Solomon Ranta's home and the dairy.. The couple had four children: 
Marlene, Robert, Sheila, and Cathy. Robert worked at the dairy with his 
father. He married Nancy and together they raised four children, 
2 sons and 2 daughters. 

AGRI-BUSINESS LEADER LAWRENCE EWING 
Submitted by Ruth Nerhaugen and Lola Ewing Jaakkola 

Three generations of Ewing's were born on the Ewing farm; land that 
was settled by George Alexander Ewing in the mid 1860's. He came to 
America from Ireland in 1850, lived in Lower Michigan, and served with the 
Union Army in the Civil War. An uncertain family history indicates that 
when the Civil War began, Peter White recruited George to serve. George 
was discharged at Harper's Ferry, West Virginia, on Aug. 23, 1864, when 
his term of service expired. George was given $12.08 travel pay. He then 
came to the Chocolay area in 1864, purchasing 160-acres of land in 1867 
which was located roughly from what is now Cherry Creek Village to 
Ortman Road. George married Anna Jane and had five children; Samuel, 
William Shaw, Betha, Wesley, and George Keith VanEpps (died in 
infancy). Samuel and Wesley moved to Oregon in the 1890's, Betha 
married and moved to Marquette, and William Shaw inherited the farm 
when his father died. Before his death in 1882, George served for 15 years 
as Chocolay Township Treasurer. An obituary in the Mining Journal cited 
George Ewing as "an upright, industrious man." 

It's a tradition the family had managed for more than a century, as 
William Shaw Ewing continued to help Chocolay Township grow and 
prosper. He married and was the father of Lawrence, Ross, William II and 
Ellen. William was a dairy farmer, interested in new farming technology. 
He sold faming machinery and was always helpful to his neighbors. He was 
civic minded, supported education, served on the school board as secretary 
for 25 years and Chocolay Township as Supervisor for 20 years. William 
also served 5 terms in the State Legislature. 

William was instrumental in obtaining establishment of the first rural 
mail delivery in the County and he helped bringing telephones to Chocolay 
Township- Harvey and also the outlying farms of the area. With William 
Ewing's guidance, the Chocolay Roadway Company was formed and its six 
subdivisions for telephones became the- 642 telephone line, later Cherry 
Creek was the 1192 line, Green Garden the 1193 line, and Mangum the 1194 
number line. 
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In 1930, William moved his family to 
Harrison Street in Marquette so that his son, Bill, 
and daughter, Ellen, could attend Marquette 
Normal School, as Northern Michigan University 
was known in its infancy. When William died in 
194 7 the farm ownership went to Lawrence and 
Carmen, who were married in 1921. Lawrence 
and his wife Carmen had four children; Leslie, 
Daniel, Lola, and Larry. The couple's two 
younger children, Larry and Lola, were born in 
the house, as country women didn't rush to the 
hospital to have their babies in those days! 

Lawrence continued dairy farming, grew hay, com and oats, adding 
potatoes and later poultry to the farm production. The family farm was self
sufficient. Lawrence also supported improved farming methods through 
involvement in Michigan State University extension programs. He also 
supported education and civic affairs. 

Carmen contributed as mother, wife, homemaker, farmhand, gardener, 
and canned produce from the farm. Outside the home she was an active 
participant in church work, community activities, the county fair, extension 
homemaker programs, she hosted a radio program on WDMJ, as well as 
faithfully writing to her children and friends. Born in Birnamwood, 
Wisconsin, she worked side by side with her husband on many projects. 
During the 193 Os, she helped organize a group of area women into a 
homemakers club. That organization now called Harvey Homemakers, she 
never missed a meeting except for the few years it was disbanded during 
World War II. The Ewing's were charter members of the Chocolay 
Township Senior Citizens Group. The Ewing's were involved in 
agricultural aspects of the County Harvest Festival, formerly the County 
Fair. 

At the age of21, Lawrence was elected Township Clerk and he held 
one Township office or another, either elective or appointive, until Dec. 31, 
1969, when he completed a term as Justice of the Peace. Lawrence Ewing's 
fondest memories are from his service as Justice of the Peace in the 1960s. 
(This office was abolished on Dec. 31, 1969.) Besides presiding over court 
for minor offenses, he also performed eighty one marriages. He had them all 
listed in a little notebook he had to keep, according to the law. The years 
between involved acting as Township Supervisor for 35 years, vice chairman 
of the County Board of Supervisors for 7 years and stints as Township 
Clerk, member of the Board of Review and a member of the County and 
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Regional Soil Conservation District for 19 years. When he was honored as 
an agricultural-business leader in 1972, Lawrence Ewing's 25-year perfect 
attendance record on the County Board was cited. Hesitant to give himself 
any credit for what has been accomplished in Chocolay Township for four 
decades, Ewing simply stated, "I enjoyed the opportunity to serve. I was 
made richer by these experiences, getting out and meeting the people." 

For years, nothing delighted the Ewings more than when someone 
would come to the farm for sweet com or cucumbers! None were harvested 
ahead but picked as they visited with the customers- soon to be friends! 

In 1965 the Ewing's decided that active farming was difficult for them 
so the farm was put up for sale. The last of the Marquette County Ewing's, 
Lawrence and Carmen, sold the farm to the Elder Agency with a contract 
stipulation guarantee that they could remain in the Ewing home for as long 
as they care to. They will stay, Mr. and Mrs. Ewing said, because this is 
their home. They said, "We never wanted to move anywhere. It seems this 
is perfect for us, the work and the people, but it does get harder each year. 
Some day we should sit back and relax, but we're not used to sitting." 

Lawrence and Carmen died in the mid-seventies, and the farm is no 
more; only the silo, granary, chicken coop and milk house stand among the 
sumac and untamed vegetation. There are homes, however, and businesses, 
a church and even a school, and the developing continues! 

It is only right that the name Ewing be given to the development, as 
has been proposed by the Elder Agency, not because of Lawrence and 
Carmen Ewing, but in honor of the pioneer family, three generations of 
township residents all deeply involved in seeing this type of growth come to 
the area. 

The Ewing children have left the farm, too. Leslie, the oldest 
daughter retired from TSC and lives in Nashville, TN. Daniel graduated 
from Michigan Tech, and makes his home in Fort Wayne, IN retired from 
General Electric, father of four, grandfather of five. Lola graduated from 
NMU, lives in Bruce Crossing, MI and is retired from the Ewen-Trout Creek 
Consolidated schools, mother oftwo, grandmother of five, great
grandmother of two. Larry graduated from MSU, retired from Farm Bureau 
and lives in Lansing, MI. He is a father of three, grandfather of four. They 
have left the farm, but they follow in their parents footsteps, being active in 
church, school and community affairs. The family, farm and the UP still 
binds the Ewing family. 
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DEL MEISTER'S MEMORIES 
Submitted by Del Meister 

In April of 1955, Del Meister came to Marquette alone to look for 
housing, as he had accepted a transfer from Gladwin, Michigan to Marquette 
to start a new job forthe Soil Conservation Service as area Soil Scientist for 
the entire Upper Peninsula. 

In his own words, he had these memories to share: 
"At the time, my new boss, Harold Heathman, was working with 

Marquette County farmers to organize a local Conservation District. 
Chocolay area farmer, Lawrence Ewing, was instrumental in getting the 
Conservation District organized. Because I had always lived in rural areas, 
Chocolay seemed like a logical place to look for a home. 

Mrs. Heathman introduced me to Lawrence Ewing and he agreed to 
show me around. Everything was so much like the area in which I grew up 
in near Manistee; lots of streams, open land for gardening, good hunting and 
abundant wildlife. Lawrence showed me the Jim Johnson fann house on 
Ortman Road because he knew it was vacant and the owners Roy and Elsie 
Conant were living at Willow Farm where Roy was the farm manager. I 
contacted Roy and he showed me the place with Cherry Creek flowing on 
the property. Then I heard a whippoorwill and I immediately knew that my 
family would like it here. 

I agreed to rent the Johnson farmhouse and I called my wife, Virginia, 
to let her know to start packing our meager possessions. I would hire a truck 
to move and within a week of my first visit, my family became residents of 
Chocolay. Our oldest daughter, Keren, was enrolled in kindergarten at the 
Beaver Grove School. Dan was four years old and Eric was seven months 
old. 

We were welcomed immediately by the local families Carmen and 
Lawrence, the Browers, Billings, Howards, W eigers and others from the 
neighborhood. They brought us food and wished us well. I worked up some 
land and we had a garden that summer. I fished trout in the local creeks and 
the Chocolay and later in the fall I trapped and hunted on my limited time 
off. 

On her first visit to the house, Carmen Ewing invited Virginia to a 
meeting of the "Harvey Homemakers." She joined and soon was involved in 
their many activities. My wife, Virginia led sewing and knitting 4-H clubs 
for many years. 

The Harvey Homemakers were active in the community and among 
the leaders were Carmen Ewing and Bertha Mukkala. The biggest 
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community event was the annual sauerkraut feed put on in the late fall; the 
menu consisted of kraut and pork, baked beans, and applesauce. The kraut 
feed and seasonal parties were put on in the town hall. The scene of many 
community events, weddings, showers, birthday celebrations, parties, 
dances, etc. It wasn't fancy by today's standards, but it was adequate, with 
cooking facilities in the basement and the dance floor above. 

Another group that welcomed us was the people in the Green Garden 
area and the German Lutheran Church. It was very similar to the German 
Lutheran Church in Onekama where I was confirmed in 1941. 

We soon meet the Readers, Priebes, Wittlers, Gutzmans, Kundes, 
Huebners, Heidtmans and others that lived nearby. All of them welcomed 
us and made us feel at home. 

As soon as we settled into the Jim Johnson house, I started looking for 
some land where we could build. We noticed a "For Sale" sign near where 
our house now stands. Leo Weiger was willing to sell the 80 acres, but 
money was short. We agreed on a deal for 40 acres. Some of the land had 
been cleared, but most of it was still covered with pine stumps. I hired 
Lewellyn Dell, the big potato farmer on Cherry Creek Road, to plow up a 
couple of acres that was cleared and the next summer planted a garden; 
sweet com patch, strawberries and some brambles. I acquired a used tractor 
and grew everything from cabbage to gladiolus. This gave my kids a chance 
to sell the stuff and make money for school clothes and the many other 
things kids need or think they need. They always had a job and they learned 
that WORK is not a dirty four letter word! 

From 1956 into the early sixties, we cleared the stumps and worked 
up the entire area that was pastured and in 1957 we planted the first Scotch 
Pine as Christmas trees. We started selling Christmas trees from our first 
planting in 1967. All the while we continued to clear stumps, work the land 
and plant trees every year. In the late 1970s our retail sales were booming 
and we had most of the cleared land planted to trees and were able to 
wholesale semi-loads oftrees in the 1980s. 

The high prices and markets fell apart around 1990 because of the 
many people that planted vacant land. Because we were further away from 
the markets than the Lower Peninsula and Wisconsin, we drastically cut 
back on planting and now try to grow as many as we can sell locally. We 
expected to start harvesting our fourth crop of trees on the site of our first 
planting next year. 

Gardening included about a quarter acre of Gladiolus, which Lutey's 
Florists would buy. We grew strawberries for a few years, but corn 
remained our feature crop and has until this day. We would also pick 
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blueberries as most years there were lots of them in the Jack Pine plains 
from the Chocolay River to the Sand River along M-28. 

The local government was pretty simple at the time consisting of AI 
Jacobson, Supervisor, Lawrence Ewing, Justice of the Peace and Jerry 
Sherbinow the part-time Constable. 

People started moving into this area soon after we arrived in 1957. 
Chocolay Township was among the first entities that decided to have a 
Planning Commission because of the undisciplined mix of housing that was 
taking place without any zoning restrictions. I served on the commission 
chaired by Dr. Boyd Bolitho. We developed a limited zoning ordinance that 
was approved by the Township. I was on the Zoning Board until1962 when 
new work responsibilities kept me from attending zoning meetings. 
Incidentally, Briarwood was one of the first subdivisions submitted and 
approved by the commission. 

In 1958, Lyn was born and Mark followed in 1962. The sixties were 
great years for fishing trout in the Chocolay and near shore in Superior. In 
the spring, the Chocolay River was black with smelt. Groups gathered near 
the railroad bridge, built campfires and ate hot dogs. With a couple of dips, 
you could get a pail full. In fact you didn't need a net. If you brought a pail 
someone would fill it for you. I believe that the abundance of smelt 
contributed to the plentiful browns, rainbows, and lake trout. The fishing 
was phenomenal starting in 1968 when the first salmon showed up. Coho's 
4 to 5 pounds were common. It reached a peak in the early 1970s and as the 
smelt disappeared, so did a lot of the great fishing. 

It seemed as though opening day of trout season was a holiday for all 
the kids in the neighborhood. Kids were walking, riding bikes and 
hitchhiking with fishing poles in hand and some kids were carrying fish and 
all of them were happy. Pick-up ball games were going on in pasture fields, 
in fact, a well worn spot was the field east of my house on County Road 480. 

Things have changed! 
We no longer hear whippoorwills, don't see sharp-tail grouse and 

seldom see fireflies and nighthawks. Houses and landscaped yards occupy 
blackberry patches and areas where we trapped beaver and caught brook 
trout. Pastures and hayfields are well kept golf courses. Fortunately, on our 
land at 394 County Road 480, we still have room to walk our dog, hunt 
geese and deer, make maple syrup, and grow Christmas trees and sweet 
corn." 
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THE HEITMAN FARM 
Submitted by Marilyn Heitman, Noreen Heitman, 

and Noreen's husband, Bill Sanders 

In 1871, Carl Heidtman (who changed his name to Heitman after 
numerous postal errors) and his wife, Conradina, emigrated from Germany. 
A Wagoner by trade, Carl took up 80 acres in West Branch Township in 
Marquette County. After living on this land for five years, he received a 
homestead certificate from the U. S. government. In 1876, Carl bought 40 
acres ofland in Chocolay Township from the Chicago Northwestern 
Railroad and moved to Green Garden. He paid $280 for the parcel. This is 
the site of the current Heitman farm at the north base of Green Garden Hill, 
also known as Kawbawgam Hill, and the one-time home of Chief Charlie 
Kawbawgam. 

Many of the German immigrants settled in Green Garden because the 
rolling hills reminded them of their homeland. It is still considered a very 
picturesque part of the township with many people stopping to take 
photographs or asking to paint the landscape. 

Carl believed that this move to Green Garden would afford him a 
shorter and better route over the main highway for delivering milk to homes 
in Marquette. At the time, the road from Green Garden to Marquette 
consisted of two ruts in the sand. The winter route was the ice on Lake 
Superior from the rock cut near the township line to the foot of Baraga 
A venue in Marquette. 

Over time Carl purchased more acreage and eventually his farm 
totaled 140 acres. In clearing the land, so that it could be used for farming, 
he sold some of the harvested wood. As a master woods craftsman he was 
able to build barns and shelters for the animals. His work included the well
built log house and furniture which is still in use by family members today. 
Once the land was cleared he had the task to plant hay, oats, and potatoes. 
He harvested them and worked the fields with a team of horses, not 
purchasing his first tractor until after World War II. 

Carl passed the fann down to his son, Ernest. Then the fann was 
passed to Ernest's son, Erwin. He ran it as a dairy farm and sold the milk to 
local dairies. "I milked my first cow at age seven, and by the time I was out 
of the eighth grade, I was doing most of the field work," Erwin recalled. 
When Erwin's health began to fail, the operation was switched to beef cattle, 
and that operation continues to this day. 

Erwin married the former Marilyn McCarthy who, since the age of 
twelve, grew up on the neighboring farm of her father, William McCarthy. 
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She has close ties with the land in Chocolay Township, not only because of 
the farm, but because she served as the chairperson of the township's 
planning commission. 

There are now two homes on the original 
fann site. One house was built in 1957, and 
Erwin's widow, Marilyn, lives there. The original 
log house is the home of daughter, Noreen 
Heitman, her husband, Bill Sanders, and their 
sons, Willy and Mickey. They are the fourth and 
fifth generations of Heitmans to live on the farm. 

In 1964, the Heitman family celebrated the 
centennial anniversary of their farm with a get
together for relatives and close neighbors. 
Memorabilia that traced the farm's history and 
character, such as old family photographs, 
cooking utensils and farm implements were on 
display. Generations were exposed to what it took to make a farm a success 
through 100 years in the Upper Peninsula. 

Today, after the purchase of the neighboring McCarty farm (Marilyn's 
home) from her father, William McCarty, the farm consists of 180 acres. 
The McCarty farm was also a Centennial Farm. 

The BILLINGS HOMESTEAD 
Submitted by Mrs. Lorna Weiger Billings 

John Billings was Township Clerk for Chocolay (1883-1897) and his 
homestead was in Chocolay Township on Cherry Creek Road established in 
1893, consisting ofthree and one half acres. Tom Billings was the next 
owner, and he worked as a surveyor. Sam Billings, (Co-chair of the 
Centennial with Lawrence Ewing) nephew of Tom, was the next owner. He 
also worked on the machinery at Bunny Bread Bakery in Marquette. Chuck 
Billings, a lineman for the Board of Light and Power was the next owner and 
he rented the property to his son Josh and his family, Melissa and Trinity 
until they moved to California. Jason another son will move into the 
homestead in the coming year. He is a contractor sales representative for 
Menards. The house is the original house built on the property, although it 
has two additions. Born and raised in Chocolay Township, Mrs. Lorna 
Weiger Billings said that in her entire lifetime she has only moved less than 
a mile. She has never lived anywhere else and it can't be all bad- 61 years 
of living in the same place! 
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FARM of LEO & LENA WEIGER 

Submitted by their daughter, Rosalie Oakland 

Leo was from the "old" country, coming to America when he was 18. 
Lena was from Mangum location. Leo and Lena were married on November 
25, 1913, in Mangum, and together they raised six children. They bought 80 
acres in Chocolay Township in the late 1920s from Mr. Nadeau, and another 
80 acres from Mr. Cole. The Weigers had a dairy farm selling milk to the 
local dairies, Bancroft Dairy and later on to the Hillcrest Dairy. Later, Mr. 
Del Meister purchased some of the acreage from Mr. Leo Weiger, and that 
land is now the Meister Tree Farm. 

A son, Orval Weiger, (deceased) built a home on a part of the second 
80 acres, and raised four children there. A son, Eugene, married Evelyn 
Bongartz, and lived down the road on County Road 480, building a home on 
the Henry Bongartz property. Both are deceased and their only daughter 
now lives near Chicago. 

Part of the farm was sold to the State ofMichigan. Some of the land 
was converted into lots, which now have homes on the sites, and the prison 
farm covers the remaining acreage. This transaction took place in the 1960s. 

HISTORY OF WILLOW FARM 
Submitted by Julie Frazier 

The property was purchased in the early 1920s by Mrs. M. K. 
Reynolds. It had been a farm before, but none of the original buildings 
remain. The white barns close to the highway were built in the 1920s by the 
Louden Company who also built the Granat Loma barns. Mrs. Reynolds 
wanted to establish a dairy, which she did with Jersey cattle. At the time it 
was possible to produce milk and not pasteurize it before selling it. At any 
one time there were 15-20 cattle milking. There were also pigs, chickens, 
and a few beef cattle on the farm as well as work horses and several riding 
horses. The manager ofthe farm in the 1930s and 1940s was Pat Murphy 
who was especially interested in the dairy. 

The main house, which is only a summer house, was built in 1933, 
designed by Mrs. Reynolds, as a gathering place for church groups and other 
charitable organizations. A great deal of the wood in the house was cut and 
brought to the farm from the Peter White camp in Deerton. The main 
manager's house was built about the same time as the barns. A small 
herdsman's house was added in 1949. 
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Mrs. Reynolds passed away in 1953, at which time her daughter Anne 
Frazier took over. She decided to continue the dairy but with the higher 
producing Guernsey cows. By this time the milk that was sold had to be 
pasteurized and bottled under strict regulations as Golden Guernsey milk. 
The dairy had one of the first "milking parlors" in the area which had the 
milk transported from the cow to the bulk tank in glass pipes. The dairy had 
about 1 00 customers in and around Marquette who bought their regular 
milk, skim milk, butter and cottage cheese from Willow Farm. The manager 
of the processing part of the business was Leroy Wahlstrom. 

In the late 1950s, the dairy business became very hard for a small 
business, therefore, the bottling was discontinued and the milk sold in bulk 
to the Northern Dairy. Paul VanDamme from Watson then leased the farm 
and brought his herd of Holstein cattle. Soon there were at least 80 head 
milking. Paul made many improvements to the pasture land and the farm 
had one of the first so called "loafmg bam" set ups for housing the cattle. In 
1957, Dr. David Engstrom, a recent graduate ofMSU Veterinary School 
established his practice at the farm. His office and operating suite occupied 
the former dairy plant. 

In 1969, the cattle left for the final time and the farm became a horse 
boarding stable. A new building was built for this business, which housed 
one of the area's first indoor riding facilities. There also was a tack shop in 
the same building. Starting with fifteen or so horses, it quickly grew 
because of the services of English and Western riding lessons for adults and 
children on their own horses. Many activities were provided, such as a 4-H 
Club for young people and horse shows that benefited different charities. In 
1972, the first American Quarter Horse show ever held in the Upper 
Peninsula was held at the farm with contestants coming from all over the 
Midwest. The theme was "Come UP and cool off in the UP". Some of the 
Willow Farm riders travel the Midwest to compete and brought back 
trophies both in AQHA shows and Dressage shows from as far as Chicago, 
Illinois and Columbus, Ohio. 

1973 saw the beginning of the first therapeutic riding programs in the 
UP at the farm. This continued in the summers through 1978, when the 
terrible winter ofMarch 1979 saw the snow collapse the arena building. The 
arena had to be totally rebuilt with a whole new shape and this time building 
of concrete block and pole barn type construction. The therapeutic program 
was restarted in 2000. 

During the late 1970s, the first United States Pony Club chapter in the 
UP was formed and headquartered at Willow Farm. The riders from the 
chapter have competed as far away as Kentucky. At this time a cross 
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country course was constructed on the farm, which was modeled after, 
though much smaller, the ones used for the Olympics. During the 1970s and 
1980s there were many clinics featuring both English and Western experts 
from around the horse world bringing the best here so that the students could 
learn without traveling. 

The original manager's house became too small for a family of six by 
1981, so it was moved to Cherry Creek Road and the herdsman's house was 
moved to the manager house location. Julie Frazier, the then owner's 
daughter, who was the manager, built her own house on the top of the hill 
next to the horse bam. That is the only building that looks different in that it 
is brown, not white and green. 

In 2009, Willow Farm will celebrate its 40th year in the horse 
business. Usually there are 40 - 45 horses boarded, which means that they 
are responsible for all the cleaning, feeding, and turnouts. The therapeutic 
program now runs 11 months of the year and provides at least 120 
opportunities for young people with disabilities to ride in lesson situations. 
Willow Farm has a cross country course, and a hunt course, which are 
among the very few in the upper Midwest. Several times a year they bring 
in world class clinicians to give lessons. 

The staff consists of the two owners, Julie Frazier and Annie Higley, 
3rd and 4th generations of the founding family, two part time supervisors and 
2 to 3 student helpers. Four staff persons live on the farm in case of an 
emergency. The farm has 100 acres of pasture and woodland most ofwhich 
is fenced and used for the horses in the summer months. They try to 
maintain the original intent of the farm, which is to preserve the farming 
way of life while providing a safe atmosphere for the customers, young and 
adult, to learn about and enjoy their hobby. They are now seeing second 
generation students beginning to ride where their parents learned some years 
ago. The motto of Willow Farm is "A stable place for horse and rider." 
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CHURCHES, SCHOOLS & ORGANIZATIONS 

CHURCHES 
Upon coming to a new community, immigrants sometimes built their 

churches simultaneously with their homesteads. If not at the same time, 
churches were raised shortly after making provisions for their family's 
welfare. New families were concerned about the education of their children 
and in the early development of Chocolay Township there was a school 
building within a ten mile radius throughout the township. As if one was 
"rolling out the welcome mat" many organizations formed as a way to meet 
your neighbors and serve the community. Many churches and some of these 
early organizations are still present in Chocolay Township today. Chocolay 
Township continues to grow especially as new churches have made 
Chocolay their home. 

ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERN CHURCH 
Submitted by Marilyn Heitman 

German settlers first came to Green Garden 
in 1864. Their longing for religious freedom, and 
the promise of 80 acres of farmland under the 
Homestead Act of the Grant Administration, drew 1:.. 
them to the region. In spite of the daily back
breaking work to build shelters and grow food, 
religious services began at once, worshipping in 
each other's homes on Sunday. As more 
parishioners moved to Green Garden, services were 
held in the little red school house on Green Garden 
Hill. 

In 1884 the church established a cemetery on 
Highway US41 South for members and their families which they still 
maintain today. It is the only cemetery located in Chocolay Township. 

In 1889, St. Paul's Evangelical Church officially organized and built 
the main structure of the church. This was accomplished by volunteer labor 
and materials which cost only $1,700. In 1904, the new chancel area was 
added with German words on the altar. 

In 1909, Rev. William Roepke became their minister and served the 
congregation for 40 years. He saw many changes during that time, 
especially in transportation. In his early years as pastor, he made use of a 
horse and buggy during the summer months and during the winter he used a 

29 



horse and cutter, or sled type buggy. Eventually there was a train which 
stopped at Mangum and he was able to travel on it. He also used a 
motorcycle and eventually he had a Ford Model T. 

Services were always held in the German language and then 
beginning in 1914 they were held in English every other week. In 1938, the 
congregation purchased the old red school house across the highway to serve 
as a parish hall. When the state wanted the land on which the parish hall 
stood, they moved the old school house across the road in 1962 to where it 
still stands. In 1940, a parsonage was built and in 2007 work was began to 
add a new kitchen, restrooms, and basement to the Parish Hall. 

ST. LOUIS THE KING PARISH 
Submitted by Jean Trudeau Paquette, Charter Member 

In 1954, Bishop Thomas Noa announced the formation of a new to 
Catholic parish to be named St. Louis the King. The parish was to serve the 
area south of the city of Marquette, mainly Chocolay Township. Father 
David Harris celebrated the first Mass at the Chocolay Township Hall in 
July of the same year. The parish had a ground breaking ceremony on Silver 
Creek Road a year later for the basement of the church. That structure would 
serve the parish until the new church was completed. The first Mass was 
celebrated in the completed church on Christmas Day 1959. Fr. Harris 
served the parish for twenty five years. During that time he was able to raise 
the funds necessary to pay for the building of the church and also a new 
rectory. 

In March 1999, 
groundbreaking took 
place to add a new 
Church and the former 
church became the 
Gauthier hall, named 
after Fr. Lawrence 
Gauthier who had served the parish. 

Fr. Ben Paris has been pastor since June 1, 2002. The parish family 
has grown from 155 families in 1957 to 540 families in 2008. St. Louis the 
King is an active parish. They have been instrumental in celebrating 
Summerfest and other activities such as fish fry's, youth activities including 
Junior High Youth Group, the Women's Club and Knight of Columbus. 
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PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Submitted by Elry Reetz, Charter Member 

In September of 1968 several people attended an interest meeting to 
formulate plans for a mission church in Harvey. Attending were Rev. D.C. 
Kalweit, Rev. Ted Mattson, and Al Jacobson, the Township Supervisor. By 
December 1968 the Charter Membership Roll was signed by all the 
members of the newly formed and designated church. 

On March 2, 1969, the Rev. Fred Gustafson was installed as first 
pastor of the congregation. Services continued to be held in the old Town 
Hall while they waited for their church to be built. 

Ground was broken for a new building on September 20, 1970. It 
would be built on land donated by Aland Leona Jacobson, which was 
located on the comer ofM-28 and Riverside Road. This is a nice quiet 
neighborhood and a perfect setting for a church. On Christmas Eve in 1970, 
services were held in the new sanctuary, even though it had just bare walls. 

The General Contractors for the new building were LaBonte & Adams 
and most of the interior work was done by volunteers who were members of 
the parish. A very unique feature of the new sanctuary was the altar which 
was made from a huge rock supported by wrought iron legs. The altar 
railings were also of wrought iron. This altar would eventually become a 
feature of the Memorial Garden. 

On February 21, 1971, the last service was held in the Town Hall. 
Members carried all of the altar items off during the singing of the last 
hymn. It was a very emotional and visual sign that we were leaving our 
house of God and preparing to move into another. The dedication of the new 
building was held on May 10, 1971. 

By the late 1980s, as membership continued to grow, more space was 
necessary. The building was raised and ten classrooms for Sunday school 
were realized from what was hardly crawl space. An elevator was installed 
in 1989. 
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In May of 1993, a committee was formed to make plans to build a 
new sanctuary. The hope was for it to be finished during the winter months 
of late 1993 and early 1994, with most of the interior work being done by 
volunteers. The main contractor for this new addition was Gary Niemala. 
Don Klimmek, a member of Prince of Peace, volunteered and served as the 
architect. An altar, pulpit, and altar railings were designed and built by Paul 
Mattson of Messiah Lutheran Church. The cross which hangs behind the 
altar was crafted by Dan Hakkala, also a member of Prince of Peace. 

In April of 1994, after much research and perseverance by Mrs. Sylvia 
Hainstock, permission was granted from local authorities to operate a 
Memorial Garden. The first shrubs and plantings were completed, and the 
original rock altar was moved out to the Memorial Garden and is now a 
highlight of the garden. Dedication of the Memorial Garden took place on 
October 16, 1994. Only cremains are buried in the garden. A plaque in the 
sanctuary near a window that overlooks the garden contains a list of the 
names and dates of burials in the garden. 

In 2009, the congregation looks forward to celebrating 40 years of 
service to God and the community. The pastors who have served the 
congregation include: 

Rev. Fred Gustafson 
Rev. David Kallio 
Rev. Keith Pederson 
Rev. Thomas Antonson 
Rev. Allen Juenger 
Rev. Bruce Ulsted 
Rev. Chrysande Levesque 
Rev. Rell Spickerman 
Rev. James Duehring 

September 1968 - September 1972 
November 1972 -May 1974 
December 1974- January 1983 
Resigned due to illness 
September 1985- March 1994 
September 1994 - August 1998 
February 1999- April2006 
July 2006 -March 2008 - as Interim 
March 2008 -presently 

SCHOOLS 
One of the earliest records from the Township includes this Public 

School Information: "Chocolay Township contains eight districts, four frame 
buildings and four log houses, all valued at $2,870; 280 school age children 
and expenditures of$4,163." On May 9, 1973, Chocolay Township 
requested annexation to the Marquette Schools. The issue was voted on later 
in that year and the educational unit for Chocolay Township became a pmi 
ofthe city ofMarquette's school system. 
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TEACHER AT THE HARVEY SCHOOL 
Interview of Dorotha Bordeau 

Dorotha Bordeau moved to Harvey in 1921 when her father became 
superintendent of the prison farm on Mangum Road. According to Dorotha, 
there was not much in Harvey at the time and she described it as a ghost 
town. She recalled that there were not many stores or industry. She 
remembered Ford's Store where you could buy a few groceries and the shoe 
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maker shop. Most of the people made their living by farming, including her 
future husband, Art Bordeau. 

Dorotha attended classes in the summer of 1922 at Northern Michigan 
Normal School. Requirements to be a teacher were different if one was 
studying to be a teacher in a rural school, rather than the city. They were 
much less stringent and you could finish your education quicker. Dorotha 
completed the requirements to be a rural school teacher. She started her 
teaching career that same year at the Harvey School and later worked at the 
Cherry Creek School. 

At the Harvey School, Dorotha's first impression of the school was 
seeing the big stove in the back of the room and that the room was very cold. 
She soon learned that it was her responsibility to keep the fire going to heat 
the schoolhouse. She was very glad that the older boys in the classroom 
helped out and took over the stove and kept the school warm. She also 
perfonned the janitorial duties, after the students left for the day, Dorotha 
had to perform the janitorial duties, such as clean the bathrooms and floors. 
This made for a long day of work. When she got home at night, she prepared 
lesson plans. No wonder, most teachers were single and in some instances it 
was a requirement! Her monthly pay was seventeen dollars. 

There were also similar "one room" school houses in the township. 
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They were located in Beaver Grove, Green Garden, Cherry Creek and 
Mangum location, where students would travel from as far away as Sand 
River to attend. During Dorotha's tenure the Beaver Grove School had a 
fire, so those children attended the Harvey School. They arrived by a horse 
drawn sled. Most of the children walked to school and transportation for 
school children did not come into Harvey until the 1930s. 

Dorotha does not remember influencing any of her students to 
becoming teachers, but she does remember how teachers were graded at the 
time. It was by the County Board Examinations. The grades students 
received on these tests were considered to be a way to tell if a teacher was 
good or not. The student would have to pass an exam to attend high school. 
This exam was a two day test in Marquette. About 75% of her students 
would pass and some would go on to high school in Marquette. This meant 
boarding with a family in Marquette during the week as there was no 
transportation. Many students would discontinue their education after 
passing the exam and work on the farm. Some students who did not pass the 
exam would return to her classroom and take the test the following year. 

Another way the teacher was graded as a successful teacher was the 
Christmas program. Every child played a part in the program and it was hard 
work. They would start practice in November. Each child had different 
talents so some were in plays other wrote and read speeches and some sang 
songs, but there were all involved. The better the Christmas program word 
got around and it was thought that you were a better teacher. 

Although the requirement that a teacher had to be single was dropped 
by the time Dorothea was to marry, she did resign from teaching when she 
got married. She did serve on the school board for many years. 

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT THE SCHOOLS IN THE AREA 

• Records show there were about 15 one room schools at one 
time. Locations of 12 of these schools are known: 

Harvey, Cherry Creek, Mangum, Sands, Sand River, 
Skandia, West Branch, Green Garden, LaMere's, 
Dorow's and Little Lake Road. 

• Teacher salaries were about $40 per month. 
• Teachers were required to keep schools clean and maintain 

discipline in the schools and school yards. 
• School year lengths varied from 7 to 10 months with time off in 

the fall for potato picking time. 
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• The first mention of children going to High School was made in 
the minutes ofthe July 10, 1911 meeting. In 1921 the three 
students attending High School in Marquette were: Leona 
Priebe, Herbert Baker and Orville Koepp. 

• In 1920 the school bus driver was paid $90.00 a month. The 
school board purchased blankets and heaters for the buses. 

SCHOOL MEMORIES 
From the best recollections of some of our elder citizens, 

researched and written by Elry Reetz 

At one time, A High School was envisioned in Beaver Grove, but it 
was voted down by the residents. Chocolay had its own School Board 
elected by the vote of the people. Some of the Board members included Leo 
Zerbel, Carl Nelson, Robert Johnson, Elsie Healy and Doris Gutzman. The 
District was eventually annexed by the Marquette Board of Education in 
August of 1973. 

The site of one of the earliest schools was held in Green Garden in 
what is now the hall used by the St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Classes were 
also held on the Bordeau Farm located on Cherry Creek Road across from 
the Fish Hatchery. At this location, most of these students were either 
mentally and/or 
physically 
challenged. Classes 
were also held in the 
home on the corner 
of County Road 480 
and Cherry Creek 
Road. It was later 
referred to as the 
La Valley School as 
the LaValley family 
purchased the 
property between 
1928-1931. 

The original 
school in Beaver 
Grove was a white 
wood frame building 
with two rooms and was built around 1917. The school was razed because of 
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water and heating problems. The new Beaver Grove School was built in 
1949 and had four rooms in which grades K -4 were taught. This building 
eventually closed as a school in 1981 and the property was sold. It is now 
being utilized by Creative Interiors as a furniture store. 

The building which is now occupied by the Township of Chocolay 
was a two room school house for K-6. Before the township acquired the 
property it was used by the Boy Scouts of America. During a remodeling 
project in 2007, a large school bell was found stored in a small tower and 
was made into a memorial for the township. 

The Silver Creek School first opened in 1960 for grades K-6. By 
1967 additional rooms were needed so a wing and gymnasium were added. 
The gym was dedicated to Alva Menhennick, Sr. The school consisted of 
nineteen rooms, large bathrooms, offices and a teacher's lounge. By 1975 all 
6th grade students were bused to Marquette to attend Bothwell Middle 
School. The principals who monitored the school were Phil Hiney, Kenneth 
Brammi, Sam Oslund, Judy Hansen and Dan Gannon. Years passed and the 
school was closed in 2003. The school was put up for sale and was 
purchased by the Chocolay Township Board in 2003. The Board envisioned 
it to become a Community Center. It was used for a short time as a 
gathering place for different organizations and as a place where people could 
drop off mail and receive limited postal services. It was put to a vote, and 
the voters decided they could not afford to keep it open and it was then 
purchased by a local church, Silver Creek Church, as it is used today. 

In the fall of 2007, The Crossroad Christian Academy opened their 
doors. It was organized by a group of parents that wanted a Christian 
environment for their children. They use part of the Silver Creek Church 
and have classes for grades Kindergarten through 4th grade. Currently they 
employ three teachers and teach fifteen students. 

Cherry Creek Elementary School, on Ortman Road, was opened in 
1993 with 17 rooms and 425 students in grades K-5. Sam Oslund is the 
present principal having moved to Cherry Creek when Silver Creek School 
closed. Chocolay Township pays taxes to the Marquette Area Public 
Schools so they are responsible for all expenses. At this time there are 23 
teachers and 288 students. 
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ORGANIZATIONS 

Organizations are a way for members of the community to meet one 
another, socialize and help serve the community. Residents of Chocolay 
Township started many organizations with varied interests. The following 
organizations provided this infonnation. 

HARVEY HOMEMAKERS 
Submitted by Audrey Warren 

The Harvey Homemakers were established in 1936, meeting mostly in 
the Chocolay town hall. Some early members of this organization (circa 
1950) include: Adele Trudeau, Maggie Keeler, Jean St. Onge, Ruth Clish, 
Rhoda Rosin, Sarah Kirkendall, Kathleen Riopelle, Jean Nyquist, Ellen 
Francis, Risper Gentz, Carmen Ewing, Edna Hansen, Joyce Beauchamp, 
Edna Reader, Estelle Devought, Pauline Devooght, Dorothy LeMere, Vivian 
Malette, Bea Carlton, Ilene White, Mary Heatherington, Margaret Just, Ethel 
Koepp, Clara Basal, Henrietta St. Amour, Verle Gerlach, Nellie Voce, 
Vernice LaJeunesse, Bertha Mukkala, Gladys Dionne, Frances Borchert, 
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Ellen Maynard, Byrle Bignall. The Harvey Homemakers is a study club that 
is part of the Michigan Association for Family and Community Education 
(FCE). Previously, we were part of the Michigan Association of Extension 
Homemakers. The organization was changed in the early 1990s to reflect 
our emphasis on education as it relates to families, leadership development 
and our communities. 

In the early years of the Harvey Homemakers, home demonstration 
agents and later Extension Home Economists taught lessons to our members. 
As budgets became tight, the Extension staff was still available as advisors, 
but FCE members had to learn leadership skills and had to develop our own 
programmmg. 

Early groups had twenty or more members. Lessons revolved around 
basic homemaking skills such as cooking, sewing and canning. Our study 
club day was a social gathering for rural women. During and after World 
War II, the group made bandages and sent CARE packages. 

As women went to work and more families moved to the city, lessons 
began to focus on topics such as reducing home labor, hat making, wool 
mending and kitchen storage. The advent of television because of programs 
that teach basic skills has changed our need to gather as a group to learn. 

In the 1960s, the Harvey Homemakers served a sauerkraut supper at 
the old Chocolay Township Hall. Some of the most superb cooks were 
Carmen Ewing, Risper Gentz, Gladys Dionne, Eleanor Johnson, Bertha 
Mukkala, and June and Jean Jensen to name a few! We sold 200 tickets and 
served 50 people at a time in the basement of the hall. We always sold all of 
our tickets and never had to advertise! We maintained the kitchen in the 
Township Hall and rented the kitchen equipment such as dishes and cooking 
utensils for parties and wedding receptions. 

The club received a citation in 1986 for 50 years in operation as one 
of the oldest clubs in the State of Michigan. Today, the Harvey 
Homemakers meet in the homes of members and we currently have seven 
members. At Christmas we adopt a family from the Women's Center and 
buy gifts for that family in need of help. We raise money for this project by 
selling RADA knives at the Marquette County Fair, each year. Occasionally, 
we help the Chocolay Lions Club play bingo at the Norlite Nursing Home 
with residents. 

The current members of the Harvey Homemakers of2008 are: Jean 
Goodwin, Audrey Warren, Mary Hall, Jenny Salo, Peggy Salo, Nancy Berta 
and Luella Davis. 

As of this date, there are a few ladies that still manage to meet, even if 
it is just for coffee! We invite you to join us. If you would like more 
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information contact Audrey Warren, 120 Shimon Court, Marquette, MI 
49855 or (906) 249-3083. 

CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP LIONS CLUB 
Submitted By Audrey Warren 

In the mid to late 1950's, Chocolay Township was changing from an 
agricultural community to a bedroom type suburb of Marquette. 

Township residents, John Trudeau, A. J. "Buster" Menhennick and 
William Menhennick, were instrumental in wanting to start a service club. 
They researched several active service clubs and discovered that there were 
two very active Lions Clubs nearby, one in Skandia and one in Marquette. 
It was decided that a Lions Club would fit best with what this group of 
Chocolay residents was trying to accomplish in the community. They set up 
a meeting with Lion Alden Clark from Marquette and Lions Bill Quayle and 
Gilbert Johnson from Skandia. The Skandia and Marquette Lions Clubs 
sponsored the new Lions Club ofChocolay Township. The charter date was 
June 19, 1961. 

The Chocolay Township Lions Club Charter Roster: 

Richard D. Baldwin 
Thomas M. Hickey 
Reuben A. Koski 
Victor L. Mattson 
Frank Oberstar 
Harry C. Rosin 
Cletus N. Wolf 

Sam Billings 
Beryl Jensen 
Reino Luoma 
A. J. Menhennick, Jr. 
Emil Pelnar 
William H. Truckey 
S. E. Young 

James E. Blondeau 
Russell S. Johnson 
Andrew W. Mattson 
W. J. Menhennick 
Henry Posio 
Leroy Wahlstrom 

Around the same time that the Lions Club was established, there were 
several fires in the township. At that time the fire fighters came from 
Marquette. Very soon after, the Chocolay Township Lions Club organized 
the Chocolay Township Volunteer Fire Department. They also organized 
the Chocolay Township Police Officers. 

In serving the community, many Lions volunteer hours were put into 
constructing and maintaining the playgrounds in the Silver Creek School 
area and the Beaver Grove School location. When the Marquette School 
system merged with the Chocolay Township School system, the Chocolay 
Lions started the M-28 Lions Recreation Area, providing a softball field in 
the summer and a skating and hockey rink in the winter. It was sold by the 
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Marquette School Board to Chocolay Township with the assistance of the 
local Lions Club. 

Sight restoration and sight conservation are major Lions projects. The 
Chocolay Township Lions Club assists with eye examinations and glasses 
for those in need. They have built many wheelchair ramps for Chocolay 
Township residents. The Northwoods Air Lifeline is a UP wide Lions 
project which the Chocolay Township Lions have supported. 

The Lions sponsor a Little League baseball team and give annual 
donations to the following groups: Bay Cliff Health Camp, Teaching 
Family Homes, Leader Dog School in Rochester, MI., Michigan Eye Bank, 
and Chocolay Township Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. They also sponsor an 
Easter Egg Hunt and Halloween Party. Main fundraisers are the Community 
Birthday Calendar sales, White Cane Week and the B. Dalton in-store Book 
Fair held in August. 

Meetings are held every 1st and 3rd Wednesday at the Chocolay 
Township Hall. Membership is by invitation to any person (man or woman) 
of good character that works or lives in Chocolay Township. Contact any 
Lions member if you are interested in joining them and being of service to 
the community. Current members to contact are: Pete LaRue, Billie 
Schoonover, or Larry Klaus. 

CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP & 4-H IN THE 1960'S 
Submitted by Betty Shirtz 

First let me beginning by giving a short family history. When we 
moved to Chocolay Township, we found neighbors unlike any others we had 
known before, Jack (William) and Betty Menhennick. They are the type of 
neighbors you read about in books - absolutely wonderful! We built a house 
across the street from their house, and were able to depend on them for 
assistance in all aspects of building, clearing the property and the actual 
construction of our home. 

About seven years later we moved to a house on the comer of County 
Road 480 and started a small sporting shop. Eventually, our family became 
involved in 4-H and all the projects that it entailed. Two of the projects that 
the 4-H boys seemed to enjoy were the handicrafts and the Saturday trips to 
the State Fish Hatchery with my husband, Charlie Shirtz. 

To this day, men, about the age of 50, will approach Charlie and ask 
him if he remembers them from the years of being their 4-H leader. 
Sometime he does remember and then the conversation turns to the 4-H 
activities, especially the trips to the hatchery. 
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Russ Robertson, the superintendent of the Fish Hatchery back in the 
years when the 4-H boys would visit. He allowed the boys to observe 
stripping the fish eggs from the large brood fish, putting the eggs in big trays 
where the eggs were fertilized and eventually how the dead eggs were 
removed. Actually, the boys were allowed to take part in those activities and 
apparently, because so many people have approached Charlie over the years, 
it was something that they have never forgotten. 

Another activity remembered by the 4-H boys was building floats for 
the annual Fourth of July parade in Marquette. We also let the girls join us 
for this activity. The first year the theme was based on Charlie Brown and 
Snoopy. Everyone was involved in making huge heads of the various 
characters from Charlie Brown for our float. These heads were made from 
huge balloons which were covered with paper strips, which had been dipped 
in flour and water to make glue. After the paper was dry the heads rose back 
in the air allowing the heads to be appropriately painted. Each successive 
coat of paper made the balloons heavier, causing them to stretch, sinking 
down toward the floor of our basement making it look like a strange place to 
be! 

We made most of the characters ofPeanuts with each 4-H youngster 
becoming the character by wearing the head and providing their own 
costume. One girl was Pig Pen and she brought a bag of dirt which when 
she hit it, gave off a cloud of dust. Snoopy's father was another character 
and we helped him convert an old cedar chest into a doghouse, on which he 
appeared to be sleeping during the entire parade. The kids had as much fun 
making the float as they had riding on it! Hearing the appreciation of the 
crowd by their roars was reward enough for all the hard work. 

The following year, using the same heads from the previous parade 
float, we remodeled and repainted them to represent Disney characters. The 
4-H club took part in another parade. As I mentioned, Charlie meets men 
years later who were in the 4-H group and who expressed their appreciation 
for what they learned and how much fun they had being with the group. 
Although they may not have known it, we also enjoyed ourselves as much as 
the kids did! 

CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP BOY SCOUTS 
Submitted by Dan Hakkala 

This little synopsis of Boy Scouting in Chocolay Township, while 
being extremely limited is important in that scouting has been an important 
part of township life for many years. We know bits of history regarding Boy 
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Scout troops, but have little information on Cub Scout packs in the 
township. Cub Scouting however, has been significant over the years and it 
must be recognized that today's Boy Scout troops would not exist without 
the dedicated leaders that make up the den and pack leadership. 

In the past and early years of scouting the Reetz family and Carlson 
family had kept scouting alive in our community. Today, the Hoffman and 
the Kitson families are today' s leaders and they have reinvigorated the 
cub bing program. There are many other people currently involved in the 
program, whose names for one reason or another I am not naming, but 
suffice it to say that Cub Scouting is alive and well in Chocolay once again. 
It is very much in part, because of those dedicated people. 

Some of our local troop history includes: St. Louis the King Catholic 
Church that has been a sponsor of Cub Scouting for much of its inception in 
this community. George Carlton led Boy Scout Troop 361 sponsored by the 
Chocolay Township Lions Club for many years. George was with that troop 
throughout the early 60's and early 70's and perhaps before then. Another 
troop was founded by Richard Goodwin at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
when his son was a boy. Scoutmasters following were Richard Wiitala, 
Larry Holm and Brian McEachern. Troop 360 currently has Dan Hakkala as 
its Scoutmaster and is in its 2 71h year at Prince of Peace Church. On Cherry 
Creek Road, the Latter Day Saints had Troop 370, which has been in 
existence since their church was built at their location in Harvey and likely 
before locating to Harvey because scouting is a part of their youth program. 

Thousands of boys have had some contact with scouting and for many 
young boys it was a major part of their adolescent years. It is likely that for 
those who spent any time on an outings or attended meetings, for even a 
short time, that scouting was a positive experience for them. Scouting has 
been mentoring youth since well before it became fashionable to be a 
mentor. 

CHOCOLAY GARDEN CLUB 
Sylvia Hainstock had the idea to start a garden club to teach young 

people how to tend a garden and to share her love of gardening in 1999. It 
was originally known as the Prince of Peace Garden Club. Sylvia 
Hainstock, Ruth Ball and Marjorie Hill attended that first meeting and April 
Leadman soon joined the group. April mentioned the group to Carol LaBine 
and Mary Goodwin. Currently the Chocolay Garden Club has thirty-two 
active members. 

In 2007, the Garden Club had their first annual plant sale in the fall. 
The money raised would allow them to do community projects. The group 
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has chosen two on-going special projects. One is the Fireman's Memorial 
Garden at the Beaver Grove Recreation Area and the second is the Hospice 
Garden near the entrance of Presque Isle, which has involved some 
challenges due to the deer and geese visitors. They are testing plants, 
techniques and products with considerable success. 

The Chocolay Garden Club meets once a month on the third 
Wednesday at 7:00pm for about two hours. During the winter months they 
meet at Silver Creek Church and in the warmer months they meet at 
members' homes, or spend time in the outdoors or on tours learning from 
other gardeners. Meetings sometimes host special presenters which have 
covered topics such as heath and heather propagation, winter sowing 
techniques, making and tasting apple cider, growing African violets, creating 
kissing balls for Christmas or stepping stones for gardens, flower arranging, 
container gardening, and growing orchids. 

The Chocolay Garden Club welcomes everyone and says that while 
fellowship is an important part of any organization; their focus is on 
gardening, from windowsills to greenhouses. Membership is not limited to 
Chocolay residents, currently members hail from Marquette, Negaunee and 
Skandia. Members are of various ages, and include men and women with 
widely varying garden experiences; from newbie, wannabes to Advanced 
Master Gardeners. If you would like more information on the Chocolay 
Garden Club please call Marsha Preston at (906) 249-103 7. 
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BUSINESSES OF YESTERYEAR 

Bordeau Bros . saloon with MitcheWs Me at Market adjoining it is shown in 1921 photo. Built in 
1907 , s tructure was out of business years before this pictitre wa.~ talcen. 

The village of Harvey experienced a building boom in 1908-09, in 
part because of the quarry and furnace workers. North of the old 
schoolhouse, was the blacksmith shop run by Joseph Gourd. The carpenter 
shop and home of Joachim Dionne was located by the foot of the hill on 
Fairbanks Street. John Penny built a large two story building on Main Street, 
west of the comer from which he operated a general store. This business was 
sold to George Tousignant who ran the same type business for many years. 
Early businesses included Koepp's shoemaker shop and a candy store. 

Early Chocolay hosted many drinking establishments. A small saloon 
was erected on the east side of Coming Street. It was owned and operated by 
A. Clifford and Sidney Bordeau. On the north side of the saloon was a small 
meat market. On the site of the old school house, located on the west side of 
Corning Street, Libby Dishneau built a two story structure to be used as a 
combined saloon, dance hall and living quarters. The saloon was never 
opened, but the dance hall on the upper level was active for many years. 
Another saloon, located on the west side of Coming Street, between 
Fairbanks and Main streets, was built by Mrs. Jacques. The Ford brothers, 
Pat and Bill Ford opened the Ford Brothers Saloon, in an old building which 
they renovated. It had stood empty and is believed to have been the office of 
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the Northern Iron Company. This building later formed the integral part of 
the Harvey Inn, and was in continuous use for over 100 years by the Ford 
brothers, Clare Harrington, William Parent, and Paul Specker, as the Harvey 
Inn. 

REMINISCENCES OF PARENTS STORE & CHOCOLAY 
Submitted by William Parent 

The Ford Saloon was closed in 1920 by the US Government in 
adherence to the 18th Constitutional Amendment prohibiting the sale and 
consumption of alcohol. The Saloon was then converted into an Ice Cream 
Parlor and the Whiskey Bar became an ice-cream-float and milk-shake bar; 
I'm uncertain as to the date my father, William 0. Parent, bought the 
building and business from Ford but it was some years before Prohibition 
was repealed in 1933. The ice cream parlor was then expanded in 
merchandise inventory to include groceries and meats under the supervision 
of the new owner, W.O. Parent, who learned his grocery and butcher-shop 
skills as an apprentice with a local grocer beginning at the age of fourteen. 

Across the highway from these two stores was a railroad depot which 
side-railed boxcars containing sacks of grain and sugar for delivery to the 
Parent store. This merchandise was unloaded by horse-and-buggy and 
stored in a warehouse behind the Parent store. From there trafficked the sale 
of grains and sugar by the 100 pound sack to farmers engaged in the 
bootlegging of alcohol, an activity that flourished because the Government 
was not actively engaged in the scouting out of such activity for lack of 
manpower and unwillingness to interfere in an economy that aided many a 
farmer to survive in those early depression years following the 1929 Market 
Crash. 

When Prohibition was repealed by the 21st Constitutional 
Amendment, William 0. Parent acquired the Koepp Confectionary business 
and the building that was then converted into the Bungalow Tavern which 
opened with beer-and wine, hamburgers, and hot dogs. A three-piece 
orchestra was engaged on Saturday nights for dancing. Viola Erickson was 
at the piano, one man on drums, and another alternating between Clarinet 
and Saxophone; their names I don't recall but Viola, as I later learned, had a 
hot hand on the keyboard. In addition, those early months of business were 
staffed with waitresses uniformed as French servers in black skirts and 
blouses sporting starched white aprons and white-lace head-crowns. 

The tavern was enlarged by the expansion of connecting those two 
original buildings into one. This additional space became the Bar-Room 
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which by then accommodated the sale of whiskey and mixed drinks. 
Dancing was jumping to the music of a juke-box which, at the time, was the 
next best thing to live music at a nickel a pop. 

The buildings and businesses were sold, I believe, in the mid-fifties to 
a Specker and business partner whose name I don't at the moment recall. 
The grocery store continued as such, but the tavern then opened as a 
restaurant. Both buildings subsequently burned to the ground, and the year I 
don't recall but a new structure was rebuilt on the same site and is currently 
still in operation as a restaurant and bar on the same location. 

Getting back to the Parent business, ice was added to the inventory in 
the early thirties by the harvesting of ice by the cake from a bayou inlet near 
the mouth of the Chocolay River through a business relationship established 
with the Marquette Prison which shared in the production by the use of 
prison trustee labor and the use of a team of horses engaged in pulling the 
ice cakes up a ramped wood scaffold from which they were loaded onto flat
bed trucks furnished by the Prison for delivery to the Parent ice-warehouse 
and that of the prison. This seasonal winter production adequately met both 
the needs of the Parent smnmer ice business and that of the Prison's summer 
cooling needs. 

The HARVEY INN & BAYOU BAR & GRILL 

Submitted by Paul Specker 

Parent's Store, was the 
most popular place in Harvey. 
One would go there to get 
groceries, gas for the car, an ice 
cream cone or a block of ice, 
which they cut from the Chocolay 
River and·stored in a building just 
behind the store. Some people 
had their mail addressed to them 
in care of Parent' s Store! In 

1956, Paul Specker, affectionately known as "Paulie" to his friends, and his 
first partner, George Calhoun bought the property and called it the Harvey 
Itm. In 1964, the place had a fire and with his second partner, Art Mercure, 
they rebuilt the business. It is currently the Bayou Restaurant and Bar. 

Paul fondly remembers building the bar and the physical work that 
went into building the bar. Each and every cement block has a special 
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meaning to him, as he also remembers the empty Bush beer bottles that went 
into the center of the cement blocks. 

Six days a week the 
place was packed! They 
had live entertainment, 
with groups such as Hoot 
Roberts, Dave Dugley and 
the Boilermakers. The 
bands would entertain 
while patrons danced. Scandellis, famous for having the world's largest 
organ, also preformed and was a drawing card for people to come and see. A 
tent had to be set up for them outside to fit the organ. They had the bar and 
they served every kind of food ~pizzas, fish, steak chops, and shrimp. Paul 
ran the bar while his partner ran the "back of the house" and Ruth Clish was 
the cook. 

While the high rollers 
were entertained at the Mather 
Inn during the filming of 
Anatomy of a Murder in 1959, 
Mr. Specker remembers that the 
working people from the movie 
would come to the Harvey Inn 
and used it as their hangout. 
One night patrons at the Harvey Inn included Jimmy Stewart and Lee 
Remick. When asked what they drank, he promptly replied, "It was Schlitz 
Beer." And when asked whether he charged them or not, he quickly replied, 
"Oh course I did, they had more money than me." 

Mr. Specker remembers the snowstorm that closed the road into 
Marquette by the rock cut. The snow was so bad it clogged the road. They 
stayed open all night, as many people were stranded and could not travel 
home. State Police said, "No liquor after 2:30 ... Well, you can only imagine!" 
Paul commented. 

Another highlight remembered by Paul Specker was in 1961-62. The 
Dallas Cowboys formed a training camp at Northern Michigan University 
and they hung out at the Harvey Inn. His final comment was that in the 
1970s the supper club business seemed to be winding down, but it's great to 
know the business is still going. 
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THE LARK 
Submitted by Steve Wahlstrom 

The Lark was located behind what is currently the Quick Lube Oil 
Service. The Lark and the property surrounding it was owned by Mr. & Mrs. 
William Warren. Steve Wahlstrom remembers that they were older folks at 
the time he was growing up and that they lived in Florida part of the year 
and spent the summers in the cottage they had at Silver Creek in the woods. 
The cottage was located about 100 feet from the Lark itself. It looked like it 
came out of a fairy tale, the most beautiful private setting with gardens 
surrounded by a flagstone fence and wooden garden swings, trellis, an arch 
of wood as you entered into the garden. Some of the items that were there 
had been left over from the Lark itself. 

The Lark was started in 1923. A group of business men from the area 
and other places came up with the idea of creating a lodge. It was to be a 
retreat place to get away from the city. They started construction and it took 
about 4 years. The property included a 70 by 40 feet dance hall with a 40 by 
50 feet dining area attached to it on the back wall of the dance floor. On the 
south east end was the livery stable for horses and buggies, while on the 
northwest side was an old garage with mechanics shop, old tools etc. 
Adorable little cabins about 20 by 20 feet were scattered throughout the 
woods for overnight guests. These one room cottages had wood siding and 
were on stone foundations. They were very private in their rustic setting. 

The property was completed in 1927-28 and the dance hall flourished 
with the local people. World War II came, and most of the young men went 
off to serve and the country took on a more serious tone. Patrons at the 
dance hall dwindled and the Lark never seemed to recover after the War. 

BURNS AND LANG DRIVE-IN ROOTBEER STAND 
Submitted by Lula Weiger Sarka 

I worked at Bums and Lang in the 50's as a car hop 
while I was in high school. The building was, as I remember, 
where Habitat was along US 41 in the village of Harvey next 
to the Citgo Gas Station. 

I don't have many memories of the place except my 
friend Rose Sicotte Marceau worked there also and I was let 
go! I have a copy of my pay stub, my hourly wage paid for a 
gallon of gas back then. 
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JOHNNY'S CONEY ISLAND 
Submitted by Benjamin C. Mukkala 

It was in the early 1940s, when 
Johnny Mas laney and his wife, Swea 
(Johnson) Maslaney bought a piece of 
land on the east side of Corning Street 
between Terrace Street and Wright 
Place. Corning Street, a two-lane 
blacktop road, much as it is today, was 
also the main highway, US-41 and M-
28. They remodeled the house sitting 
on the corner of Terrance and Coming, 

and then added another building just to the south of the house, a restaurant, 
"Johnny's Coney Island." 

Swea planted a small red maple 
sapling to commemorate the occasion, 
a tree that still stand just in front of the 
present-day Bell Medical Facility. An 
additional office was added to the 
restaurant along with four small 
tourist rental cabins the named, "The 
Kumfy Kabins." 

Coney Island rapidly became a 
social center in Harvey, especially for 
the not-quite-old-enough-to-get-into-the-bars crowd, although it was a nice 
family restaurant also. The younger-set generation also frequented the area 
playing with Jimmy and Dee Dee, Maslaney's young son and daughter. The 
still-standing telephone pole on that corner was 'home base' for hide and 
seek and other games. 

Many of us remember Johnny's Coney Island as the check-in point for 
Saturday night dates, to meet, to congregate, to decide where to go and what 
to do for the evening. How many times those evenings would also terminate 
at Johnny's Coney Island after the bars and dance halls closed about two in 
the morning. We'd line the counter or crowd the booths and tables in 
various states of, shall we say, 'relaxation' on our way to home and bed. It 
was almost universal that we'd order a "hot pork" or 'hot beef' sandwich, 
roasted, between two slices of bread, cut diagonally, the space between 
heaped with mashed potatoes, or most often, French fries and the whole 
mess drowned in creamy gravy. Aaww, geeze, I can taste it now. And I 
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remember the coffee, of course which was sometimes served with a scoop of 
ice cream floating in it for only a nickel extra. Then it was home to bed. 

Although Swea was from the Skandia area, Johnny was originally 
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Following World War II, Johnny's younger 
brother, Frank, returned from service in the United States Army, European 
theatre, during World War II, a decorated combat veteran with awards 
including a Purple Heart. Johnny invited Frank to join him in Harvey. 

Frank had been a guitar player with a commercial musical group in 
the Pittsburgh area. That career had been terminated by the war, but Frank 
brought his guitar and his talent with him. He taught me three or four cords 
on the guitar, so I could sort of beat out a backup for him. Frank was so 
good "pickin' and playin' ," that folks didn't realize how bad I was. The two 
of us had many good times at get-togethers and beach parties. 

Frank met and married Judy Gentz, a native of Harvey, and they went 
on to take over Johnny's Coney Island, and convert it to a cash and carry 
grocery store. Frank was nothing if not a working fool, and he and Judy 
quickly expanded the store to a new location, the present site of Habitat for 
Humanity Re-sale Store and the former LaRue's owned by Pete LaRue. 

After turning over Johnny's Coney Island to his brother, Frank, and 
selling the remainder of their property to George Saline, Johnny and Swea 
Maslaney, along with their children, Jimmy, Dee Dee, and two younger 
Maslaney sons, Michael and Dan, moved to Florida. 

The Maslaney house is gone. Johnny's Coney Island has disappeared 
also. It now exists only in the memory of those of us to whom it was a part 
of our lives. The only things remaining are Swea's red maple tree and the 
telephone pole that once served as home base. 

HISTORY OF DELARYE'S STORE & GAS STATION 
Written by Mrs. Earl DeLarye in 1994 

Around the year 1926 or 1927 Mr. and Mrs. Rieal DeLarye built 
DeLarye's Gas Station and Store on the comer ofUS41 Highway and 
Mangum Road. 

Mr. DeLarye gave the location the name Beaver Grove, as across the 
Highway 41 land owned by Mr. Arthur Belanger, which is adjacent to Big 
Creek had many beaver dams. 

DeLarye's store was inherited in 1957 by their son Earl DeLarye, after 
their death. He and his wife operated the place of business until 1978. The 
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store was then sold to Carl St. Onge. He after three years sold it to Jerry 
Perry. In April1989 it was conswned by fire, except for the mechanics 
garage which is still standing. 

Mr. Rieal DeLarye also built five cabins which were later tom down. 
The vacant property across the Highway 41 on the west side owned by Mr. 
Arthur Belanger Sr. was purchased by Treffle LaJeunesse, Jr. Mr. 
LaJeunesse built a few homes on that property. This was the start of a 
residential community. Mrs. Rieal DeLarye sold the property along 
Highway 41 on the east side to individuals, from the store north to Basal 
Road. 

At one time the Marquette Community Airport was located at what is 
now the Beaver Grove trailer court. They also held car races at this location 
in the past. 

On the comer of Highway 41 and County Road 480, Mr. Belanger 
built a store which changed owners over time, and is now known as Kassel's 
Korner. 

The Beaver Grove School was a wooden frame schoolhouse. There 
were two classrooms in the upper level and one classroom and a cafeteria in 
the lower level. All the children would walk to school. Sometimes Earl 
DeLarye's German shepherd would pull him on a sleigh to the school. The 
students sang a school song about Beaver Grove which was given to one of 
the teachers from Ella Voce Belmore. She was the daughter of James Voce, 
a Green Garden farmer. 

The original school was replaced by a new school, which was later 
owned by Max & Cindy Engle, called The Englenook Art Gallery and is 
currently a drapery and furniture store called Creative Interiors. 

TRUDEAU PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Submitted John & Gerald Trudeau 

In the late 1940s Chocolay Township residents John Trudeau and 
William "Bill" Perry operated a plumbing and heating business as partners, 
with the former buying out the latter and forming Trudeau Plumbing and 
Heating. The company building was first on the corner ofBaraga Avenue 
and Third Street behind what was then the Shoreland Bar. From this humble 
start John then built the garage next to the family home at 6424 US 41 South 
in Beaver Grove, eventually forming a partnership with Richard Trudell. 
They then moved the business to Harvey in a building that was a former 
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garage, owned by Bernard Gentz. The building was renovated to fit the 
company's needs. It was later taken over by Richard Trudell when John died 
in 1961 of a horrible automobile accident on the comer of Little Lake Road 
and US Highway 41. 

PIZZA & REAL ESTATE 
Submitted by Jim Armstrong 

Jim Armstrong owned the following businesses in Chocolay 
Township: Lakewood Modular Homes from 1970-1976, Toby's Pizza 
Joynt, and Armstrong & Hogg Real Estate Business. 

Lakewood Modular Homes was located in the Varvil Center. Jim 
Armstrong built wood houses. He began this business in the mid 1970s, 
with partners Carol Hicks, Jim Armstrong, Carroll "Geno" Wachter and 
Jimmy Jarvis, all of whom still reside in Chocolay Township. Some of the 
complete homes were trucked to sites in Marquette County and many of 
these homes were placed on lots in Chocolay Township. The company 
employed 10 to 15 men. 

Another venture for Jim Annstrong and Bob Hogg was Armstrong 
and Hogg, a Real Estate firm. It was located at 1500 M-28 East, in the 
Varvil Center. They employed four to five sales people. Toby's Pizza 
owned by Jim Armstrong and Bill Hafeman was also located in the Varvil 
Center. 

SUMMERS FAMILY A&WRESTAURANT 
Submitted by Henry Summers 

I worked for Michigan Bell and around 1973 my wife, Gail, and I had 
the opportunity to buy the A & W Restaurant on Washington Street in 
Marquette, so we did. Since we lived in Harvey, and we had nothing like it 
out here, we moved the A& W Family Restaurant to Harvey where it is still 
in operation today. It is location near the intersection of M-28 and US-41. 

I helped out when I could, but I have to give the credit to my wife, 
Gail, and our five kids, John, Susie, Patti, Danny and Mike (who eventually 
became the Chocolay Township Attorney) who all helped out. 

When we first opened the drive up part of the operation was about 
twice as long as it is now. Back then all the waitresses wore skirts and 
uniforms. I still remember how great they looked, caring about their 
appearance, very smart looking! We had some great workers. I remember 
one time, I was closing up and some young men that had worked for me 
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came in to eat. They ended up cleaning up for me, while I rested. It was a 
good time with a good crew of young people. 

I also dabbled with a printing press in the basement of the restaurant, a 
hobby of sorts, but I printed coupons and pulp type newspapers. Although it 
was tough at times to make a living from the restaurant, it was enjoyable and 
I met a lot of nice people. 

LaRUE'S TOWN & COUNTRY MARKET 
An Interview with Peter LaRue from the Marquette Mining Journal 

In the comer of a rear storeroom behind stacks of canned goods and 
cases of pop and empties, Pete LaRue's tiny, cluttered office is a monument 
of the day to day struggles of a modem grocer. 

"Sit down in my big office," he says to a visitor. But before he can sit 
down himself, LaRue, whose store has been a fixture in Harvey for over a 
decade has to take care of a late phone order, answer an employee's question 
and give a storeroom key to another. Running his medium sized grocery, 
LaRue says is "almost like a balancing act trying to figure out how much 
time you can spend talking to the customers, keeping track of stock, going 
over the books." 

LaRue and his wife, Marilyn do it all, from meeting and unloading 
delivery trucks at 5 a.m. to keeping track of accounts. "It's been 11 years 
now, just momma and me," LaRue said, pointing to his wife, who was his 
High School sweetheart. "That's my partner, I got a lot of mileage out of 
her," he added only half jokingly. "This size of a store doesn't make enough 
profit to support an assistant manager." 

The store on US 41 was a neighborhood favorite, but Peter is known 
for his civic mindedness as much as he was known for LaRue's Town and 
Country. Peter is like a Godfather to the community," said Sam Oslund He 
likes to do things behind the scenes and doesn't look for recognition." In 14 
years as principal at Cherry Creek School, Oslund has seen LaRue host 
many school Halloween and Christmas parties, yet the affable grocer was 
content to remain out of the spotlight. I'm on the volunteer fire department 
out here, and I know personally of families he has helped after fires," Oslund 
added. 

Others expressed similar sentiments about the man, saying he is a 
community treasure. "He always gives but he never takes." said Pam 
LaBonte of Harvey. "He's done so much for the community and he's always 
doing something for the kids." LaBonte was one of the organizers of a 
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community surprise party for the LaRues in August. "When I started doing 
the party, everyone had a story to tell," she said. "I'd call the store and ask 
him to remind my husband do pick something up when he stops in after 
work," LaBonte said. "And pretty soon there's Pete in my yard delivering 
it." "One time, the lights were out in the store because of a power failure, 
LaBonte said. "Most people would have closed the doors, but Pete was out 
there passing out flashlights." 

"Ifyou come from a family of nine, you learn what it's like to do 
without a lot of things," LaRue said. "And you learn to treat people with 
respect." "I try to do what I can," he added. 

LaRue has always worked in the food business. He worked for the 
former Bunny Bread Bakery for eighteen years and a short time at Jack's 
IGA before opening his own store. 

"I think he is a really good guy," said Mike Schwemin, of Jack's IGA. 
"He does a lot for the community." "I'm sure that over the years there have 
been some personal as well as some professionally sacrifices made," Oslund 
said. "Giving can cut into your profit margin." "LaRue said, "It's a hard 
balancing act between my store and getting involved in the community. But 
I try to make the time because I think it's important." 

LaRue's Market is closed. Peter LaRue continues to serve the 
community. 
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BUSINESSES OF TODAY 

The golden age of mining lasted from 1890 to 1920, and during this 
time the land was also heavily forested. Immigrants moved to the area and 
family farming was a way of life. Early business helped sustain the 
community, such as boarding houses, taverns, shoe maker shop and a candy 
store and as the landscape changed so did the businesses. 

Being 16,452 square miles, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan contains 
approximately one-third the land mass of the state, and is larger than the 
state of Maryland. Yet, just 3% of the population lives in the Upper 
Peninsula, with the largest city being Marquette. As sprawl from Marquette 
began, Chocolay was referred to as a bedroom community, but it is much 
more than that. The township grew not only in population, but also in the 
goods and services that were available. Today, every type of business and 
service can be found in the township. 

Every business in Chocolay Township was contacted and given the 
opportunity to share a few words pertaining to their type of business and the 
community of Chocolay. The following are the businesses that chose to 
participate. 

L. BLONDEAU & SONS TRUCKING, INC. 
Submitted by Lee J. Blondeau 

The Blondeau family 
originated from Montreal, Canada 
and worked in the early logging 
business around the Upper 
Peninsula ofMichigan. Grandpa, 
Eugene Henry Blondeau, was born 
in Osier, MI and later settled in Harvey Michigan. After several years, he 
met and married Eva Sicotte, and they settled in the house that still stands on 
the comer of Corning Street and Wright Place. The couple had six children, 
three boys - Eugene, LeRoy and 
James, and three girls - Eva, Janet, 
and Evelyn. One of the sons, LeRoy, 
began what today is Chocolay 
Township's longest established 
business. 

In addition, Henry Blondeau 
was responsible for building Willow Farm. 
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LeRoy Henry Blondeau was aboard a liberty ship in the South Pacific 
in August 1945, when the Japanese surrender changed his fate from being 
part of the invasion force to being part of the occupation forces after World 
War II. LeRoy Blondeau married Elizabeth Labeau in 1948, and by 1959, 
they had three sons, Stephen, David, and Lee. Their home was located on 
Wright Place along with five other hornes that were built by members of the 
Blondeau family. 

In 194 7, LeRoy purchased his first truck for $7 60. He kept his job, 
and also worked part time in his new business by digging basements and 
building driveways. With the building of Northern Michigan University and 
K.I. Sawyer AFB, the number of trucks grew to six by 1957. It was during 
this period that LeRoy built a garage and used it for his business. It 1s 
presently the gas station building owned by the Shaw family. 

Throughout the 1960s, the 
trucking business was one of two 
business endeavors for LeRoy and 
Elizabeth Blondeau. They also 
owned and operated the Idle Time 
Bar in Skandia. (During the 
Chocolay Centennial Celebration 
they provided a float depicting the 
Idle Time Bar - fully equipped 
with a band.) 

By the 1970s, the trucking 
business was incorporated as L. 
Blondeau & Sons Trucking as the 
three sons were involved in the 
business. The Briarwood Subdivision along with the streets for many of the 
other subdivisions in Chocolay Township was developed by L. Blondeau & 
Sons. The business pitched and rolled with the economic times during the 
1970s, but by the mid 1980s, it was established as one of the largest 
employers in the township and currently providing jobs for thirty-two people 
in the Marquette area. 

LeRoy retired from the business in 1989, and under Stephen's 
guidance, the business modernized and continued to grow. In 1996, Stephen 
was tragically lost in a helicopter accident. David then took leadership of the 
business and he and his brother, Lee J. remain active in the family business 
to this day. David also owns Superior Development which oversees the 
complex where the business office for L. Blondeau Trucking and other 
businesses that are located in Harvey. 
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The Blondeau family can be proud of its commitment to sustain a high 
quality of life for Chocolay residents. Their donations to the community are 
varied. Stephen volunteered as a fireman. Many community projects were 
possible because of the equipment and man hours donated by L. Blondeau & 
Sons Trucking. They sponsor many events especially those that impact 
young people. A few include sponsorship of basketball, football, hockey 
games, Hiawatha Music Festival and the Predator Challenge. In 2003, L. 
Blondeau & Son's Trucking was honored by the Chocolay Township Board 
on Nov. 6th for well deserved recognition to the Blondeau family for their 
service to the Chocolay community. 

TRA VELODGE OF MARQUETTE 

Submitted by Audrey Warren, Sandra Lessard, Shirley & George Dezso 

The Travelodge of Marquette was originally built in 1952 by Roy and 
Olive Johnson, on the comer ofM-28 and US 41. They started with twelve 
units and the motel was named after them. The Roy-ol Motel was from 
combining parts of their names, Roy and Olive. Mr. and Mrs. Roy Johnson 
lived in a separate, but adjacent home on the property. In the 1960s, they 
sold the motel units to Fred and Marian Brisson. A two bedroom mobile 
home next to the motel units served as the home of Mr. & Mrs. Fred 
Brisson and as an office for the motel. 

George and Shirley Dezso purchased the motel in October 1968 and 
changed the name to the Royal Motel. In 1971, they built a home and office 
and removed the mobile home from the property. During the 1970s, an 
expansion program was begun with a second story added to the original 12 
units consisting of eight kitchenettes, an on-site laundry and two duplex 
buildings with two bedroom apartments in each unit. This became known as 
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the Royal Motel and Apartments with twenty motel units and four 
apartments. 

In September of 1983, James and Andrea Beckman purchased the 
motel and changed the name to the Marquette Motor Lodge. A miniature 
golf course was added to the property which operated from 1983 to 1986. In 
1988 the Beckman's added a 2-story wing to the motel giving it a total of38 
rooms. They also moved the house behind the motel next to the duplex units 
and added a swimming pool, whirlpool, and an office to the existing motel 
building. They changed the name of the motel again in 1997, to the 
Travelodge of Marquette which gave them a franchise connection. 

Eric and Cassandra Saari purchased the Travelodge of Marquette in 
January 2007 and have operated it since. Eric is from West Ishpeming and 
Cassandra grew up in Chocolay Township. They love the Upper Peninsula 
and are happy to live here. Although they are new to the hospitality 
industry, they have previous business experience and plan to continue to use 
their creativity and knowledge to promote a local, friendly business. 

SHAW'S SERVICE STATION 
Submitted by Glen Shaw 

Glenn Shaw was a young man making milk deliveries for the Gauthier 
Dairy in Skandia and he was also working part time for A. J. Menhennick at 
his Service Station. In 1956, Glen was introduced to his future wife, 
Marilyn Hawes, through a cousin in Marquette. They married in November 
5, 1956 and where about to start a family. He could see the writing on the 
wall, so to speak, and knew that the milk delivery business would be 
changing. On June 1, 1962, Glen Shaw bought the service station from his 
boss, A. J. Menhennick. Gle:n recalls that the building was built in 1946 by 
LeRoy Blondeau as the 
first garage for his 
trucking operation. He 
only had one truck back 
then and it was smaller 
than the trucks you see 
today, Mr. Shaw reminds 
us . 

Shaw's Service Station repaired tires, batteries, exhaust, alternators, 
oil changes, tune ups and other small repairs on trucks and automobiles. The 
services have remained the same throughout the years, although some of the 
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modern vehicles with their computers are harder to diagnose when there is a 
problem. A year or two after owning the station, Shaw's began to offer 
towing service which they continue to this day. The bulk of their profits 
come from the service repair business and the towing service. 

Shaw's Service Station continues to be a family operated business. 
Glen Shaw goes in most every day to do the bookkeeping in the back room 
office, a job his late wife, Marilyn had done for 30 years. Their two sons, 
Steve and Tom, started working at the family business when they were 
fourteen years of age. His son, Steve runs the business now and his son, 
Tom, who worked there for years, now works in Marquette for Pioneer 
Surgical which is a medical implant manufacturer specializing in spinal 
products. 

Shaw's Service Station has seen many changes over the years. In 
1975, the highway in front of the station, US41, was changed from two lanes 
to five lanes. The 1980s saw a gas shortage and people lining up at the 
pumps. During that time, there were days when the pumps were dry by the 
early afternoon. Glen Shaw remembers people coming to him asking for 
gasoline when he had none to give. With the recent price of gasoline almost 
$4.00 a gallon, the biggest change reported by Glen Shaw is that now about 
one third of the gasoline sold is purchased by people using a credit card. 

The Shaw family calls Chocolay a friendly place to run a family 
friendly business. They are active in the community. Glen Shaw was a 
founding member of the Lions Club and is still active. Tom serves on the 
Chocolay Township Board. Steve has a cabin in the Chocolay area that is 
available for rent by the week. 

Shaw's Service Station was recognized as Chocolay Area Citizen 
Business ofthe Year for 2002. 

BOB LaJEUNESSE, Sr., & LaJEUNESSE TRUCKING and 
EXCAVATING 

Submitted by R. R. LaJeunesse 

In the 1940s, my father, Treffle LaJeunesse, Jr., owned a sawmill on 
Little Lake Road, He built houses, some at Beaver Grove, Harvey, and at 
Shiras Hills in Marquette. The house he built in downtown Harvey is now 
Mindy's Ice Cream Shop, know as Drizzles. 

My dad had me driving the logging truck at age 16, and the dump 
truck. My friend and I loaded the dump box by hand using shovels. We 
made three trips a day into Marquette. Later in the 1950s, I hauled for A. 
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Lindberg and Sons, using my own dump truck. I worked for them over 25 
years, and then I decided to have my own business, LaJeunesse Trucking 
and Excavating. Our customers are from Harvey, Beaver Grove, Gwinn, 
Negaunee, Ishpeming, Big Bay, and even Munising. When my son became 
old enough, he worked with me, putting in septic systems, excavating, and 
hauling. Now that I have retired, he owns the business, and also runs 
another business, Bob's Septic Service. 

Mr. R. R. LaJeunesse sums up his memories of operating a business in 
the community by this comment, "Over the years, we have met and worked 
for many great people. Many of them sent us thank you notes after the job 
was completed. They showed us their appreciation for a job well done. It is 
interesting to go back and read those notes and remember the people and 
their jobs." 

KASSEL'S KORNER 
Submitted by Shirley Nelson 

Kassel's Komer is a fixture of the community ofBeaver Grove. The 
store was originally built by owner Art Belanger, husband of Eva Dupras 
Belanger. It is located on the corner of County Road 480 and US Highway 
41. Its many owners included, Robert Wagner, Jennie Dugas, Elmer St. 
Onge, and Beverly St. Onge-Cummings. It is current owned by Joe Kassel. 

It is a convenient stop if you need gasoline, pick up an item you forgot 
on your grocery list, or want to enjoy a hand dipped Jilbert's ice cream cone. 

WAHLSTROM'S RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
Submitted by Steve Wahlstrom 

With immigrant parents from Sweden, 
Leroy Eric Wahlstrom grew up in Iron 
Mountain in a family that made their 
living logging all over the U. P. After 
World War II, Leroy returned to his 
family home in Iron Mountain and 
then moved to the Marquette area. In 
1946, He opened his first restaurant in 
Marquette called the PX, which is 
currently the Coach Light Restaurant. 

He also supported himself by working as a prison guard at the Marquette 
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Branch Prison. In 1957, he bought and cleared the land and milled the logs 
into lumber where the present day Parkway Motel is located. He used that 
lumber that he had dried to build a nine unit motel. Part of the Parkway 
Motel also served as the family home and the office for the motel. 

My dad had this idea that he always wanted to be in the restaurant 
business. He converted a room of the motel with a kitchen into a 15-seat 
restaurant. The motel patrons used the room sometimes serving themselves 
and it was run by the kids and mom. With eight kids there was lots of help. 
Being the oldest; Steve remembers washing a lot of dishes! 

One regular customer was Jack Pavoloc who worked for the 
Department of Agriculture. He came in once or twice a month on 
Wednesdays. He was the dairy inspector and he stayed at the Parkway Motel 
on his inspections of the nearby dairy fanns, mainly Willow Farm and 
Hillcrest Dairy. 

Jack was quite the card. He'd pay the $5 .12 for his room and use our 
supplies to make meals. On Wednesday nights, he would go into the coffee 
shop, as the converted motel room was known, and make chicken and 
dumplings. That is what any of the customers that stayed at the motel would 
be served that night for dinner. One of the fun things I remember is Jack 
making phone calls; in part he did this so that as a kid I got to operate the 
switchboard. I liked this because it seemed so technical at the time. I had to 
pull the cord and connect the call and afterwards I had to wait on the line 
while the operator told me the charges for the telephone call. 

Word spread and the local people started to come to eat. The little 
motel room coffee shop became so popular that there was a line out the door 
of people waiting to get a table. This encouraged dad to build the coffee 
shop in 1961. Wahlstrom's Restaurant started as a 60-seat coffee shop at the 
present site in Harvey, near the intersection ofUS-41 and M-28 highways. 
Since that time the restaurant has been added on to four times and now 
accommodates over 300 guests. Wahlstrom's Restaurant & Lounge can 
accompany a wedding reception or other parties in their private dining room 
for up to two hundred people. 

The restaurant appeals to a wide clientele. It has various menus 
items, from breakfast to buffets and steaks and seafood it also has a lounge 
bar area with Karaoke and pool table and sports on the televisions. They are 
also known for their catering, both on and off site and anywhere in the 
Upper Peninsula. They have traveled as far as Mackinaw County for 
catering. They will cook for any size group and their largest catered event 
was a dinner serving 2500 people for a class reunion. 
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On June 15, 1975, Steve took over the restaurant as manager. He is 
proud to say that the same dedicated staff has been with him over twenty 
years. 

B & G HEATING & PLUMBING, INC. 

B & G Heating & Plumbing was born out of necessity when the 
owner's previous employer closed his doors. Established in 1981, B & G 
Heating & Plumbing started with two employees, a table, a phone and a van. 
It has grown to fourteen employees. They do residential and commercial 
installation and service of plumbing, heating and air conditioning systems. 
B & G specializes in radiant floor heat, energy star construction and green 
building. The company is family owned and three generations currently 
work at B & G Heating and Plumbing. They are life-long Beaver Grove 
residents. 

FRACO CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Submitted by Lin Frasier 

Fraco Concrete Products has been in business for over 60 years. The 
company was incorporated by Melvin Campbell in the early 1940s. It 
produced concrete block under the name of Campbell Supply Company on 
the shore of Lake Superior between Picnic Rocks and Lighthouse Point in 
Marquette. The organization was purchased by Lincoln Frazier in 1945 and 
moved around 1950 to a location near the ore dock in Marquette's lower 
harbor. In 1980 the company moved from its 1.5 acre location in downtown 
Marquette to over 10 acres at its new location at 200 Cherry Creek Road in 
Harvey. At that time the name changed from Campbell Supply Company to 
Fraco Inc. It operates today under the direction of Peter and Lin Frazier, the 
sons of Lincoln Frazier, and employs approximately 30 people. Fraco 
manufactures concrete block, ready mix concrete, and offers masonry 
products to customers throughout Upper Michigan. The company provided 
ready mix concrete for the building of the Superior Dome and Barry Events 
Center at Northern Michigan University, and the fly ash storage silos near 
the Wisconsin Electric power plant. Customers are invited to visit a large 
product showroom to purchase products or gather ideas for a future building 
project. 
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MARQUETTE VETERINARY CLINIC, P.C. 

Submitted by Edward Brauer & Alan Swanson 

The Marquette Veterinary Clinic was opened and established by Dr. 
David Engstrom in 1958 on US41 South. Dr. Engstrom practiced as a large 
and small animal veterinarian servicing Marquette County through 1994 
when he retired. Dr. Randy Ryan joined Dr. Engstrom in 1961, as a small 
animal practitioner and serviced the companion animal sector through 1998. 
Dr. Alan Swanson brought twelve years of previous race horse medicine 
experience prior to joining the practice in 1981. He continues some equine 
medicine, but primarily cares for small animals. Alan is the present senior 
partner of the business and practicing in a part-time manner. Dr. Edward 
Brauer II joined Alan as a partner in 1999 and practices on small animals, 
avian and some exotics. He has twenty years of orthopedic experience and 
has special interests in that field of medicine. It has been and will continue 
to be the goal ofMarquette Veterinary Clinic to provide their patients with 
the utmost cutting edge veterinary care and preserve the commitment to the 
human-animal bond for years to come. 

Dr. Brauer, Dr. Swanson and the support staff would like to extend a 
thank you to all clients for their support of our business during the past fifty 
years and for our continued success. If you have any questions of the doctors 
or their support staff they welcome your inquiries. 

TRUDELL PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Submitted by Walter Maki & Edward LaMere 

The business, previously named Trudeau Plumbing and Heating, was 
relocated to 6424 US 41 South in Beaver Grove and renamed Trudell 
Plumbing and Heating. Their main furnace and boiler lines were Iron 
Fireman and W eil McLain, the plumbing was cast iron drainage piping and 
the start of plastic. After John Trudeau passed away, Richard Trudell ran the 
business until 1968 when he sold it to one of his employees, Frank Ward. 
Frank built a new building and relocated the business to 6448 US 41 South. 
He later opened a retail plumbing store, The Plumbery. It closed and he 
opened a restaurant called Aurora Borealis that was in business for five 
years. It is currently The Grove Restaurant. 

Trudell Plumbing and Heating moved again in 1990 to its present 
location at 6560 US 41 South after Frank Ward who owned the company for 
twenty-five years sold it to his employees Walter Maki and Edward LaMere. 
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The company employs 14 people; eight licensed plumbers, four laborers, 
and two office staff. The company does new home plumbing and heating 
related mechanical as well as light commercial work. Trudell Plumbing and 
Heating has four trained service technicians and have a 24-hour service. 
They also install all of the new technology heating and cooling equipment, 
along with plumbing materials and technology. They have expanded and 
also have a shop in Munising, Michigan where they employ one person. 

Since Trudell Plumbing and Heating was established in 1959, it has 
been owned by a resident of Chocolay Township for 23 years of its 48 year 
existence. It plans to continue to be a part of the Township and owned by a 
resident of the township. 

RANGEBANK,HARVEYBRANCH 
Submitted by Kelli Hendrickson 

On January 28, 1965 Range Bank, N.A., formerly known as First 
National Bank of Negaunee, opened a branch bank in Harvey, a growing 
community along the shore of Lake Superior. A desirable site was obtained 
for this modern drive-in branch bank which happened to be triangular; 
therefore, the building became triangular in shape also. In addition to walk
in and drive-in banking service as well as ATM access, a loan department is 
also in operation. Since opening in 1965, the branch has been under the 
management of Gerald Junak, William Hawke, John Greenberg, Donald 
Maki, Linda Sleeman, Charlotte Gaudreau, and is currently managed by 
Kelli Hendrickson. 
Hours of operation are: Monday through Friday 9:00AM-6:00PM 

Saturday 9:00AM -Noon 

WALT'S AUTO SERVICE 
Submitted by Walt Racine 

Walt's Auto Service, owned by Walt & Susan Racine, started out 
where Citgo Gas Station is located today. In 1967, they started out as a 
Sinclair Gas Station and an Auto Body Repair shop. They were in that 
building until 197 5 when they moved into a new facility at 2801 US 41 
South. 

They also sold used cars and at one time they manufactured and sold 
satellite dishes. Walt's Auto Service was one of the original founders of 
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CABA along with Pete and Marilyn LaRue, John and Ann Peterson, Dee 
and Earl Mottard, Eileen Urbaniak, Roy Wahlstrom, and Deb Jennings. 

Walt's is very community minded. They were the first to organize a 
parade down a 4-lane highway during the Chocolay Fest. It took a lot of 
effort by a lot of people. Walt Racine recalls that he would have liked to see 
a community center, but to do it the way the people wanted it. They were 
involved with the building of the pavilion and the soccer field. 

Walt Racine's comments include, "Chocolay is a good place to live 
but we do need to have more businesses and conveniences for the people. 
We were also involved with snowmobiling in Chocolay. My wife and Nell 
Stolpe were the organizers of the Chocolay Area Beauty Pageants that were 
held along with the Festivals. We also own and operate Thunder Valley 
Raceway and my wife has been selling cars at the Ford Garage in Marquette 
for over 20 years. This is our community and we like it here. It's a great 
place for families." 

RACINE'S AUTO SALES AND REPAIR 
Submitted Benjamin C. Mukkala 

The Racine family roots are traced through a French-Canadian family 
who migrated to the area. Clarence Racine and Mary Clara (Kind) Racine 
settled in Harvey. Walter Racine was born in 1940. Young Walter was 
attracted early in life to thing mechanical. By the age of ten or eleven, his 
father had already taught him how to straighten, or to 'true up' spoke wheels 
on farm equipment and older automobiles. 

Continuing with his mechanical interest during his teen years, Walt 
worked for Mr. AI Perry, owner of the Sinclair Gasoline Station, which had 
been constructed in the late 1940s along the new stretch of highway through 
Harvey. Later, when Mr. Perry retired, young Walt Racine rented the 
gasoline station. 

Walt's operation of the gasoline station was interrupted by service in 
the United States Army from 1962 through 1965. Upon discharge Walt 
returned to Harvey and was employed by Brumm Construction of 
Marquette. Brumm Construction was involved at the time in widening the 
highway through Harvey from two to four lanes. 

It was during this time that Walt became interested in building a larger 
service station repair facility primarily for large trucks. He purchased land 
adjacent to the new highway, cleared and leveled the property, and 
constructed a large repair-facility building. Broadening his original plan, he 
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added automobile repair and the buying and selling of used cars, trucks and 
equipment. The business continues today, albeit in a semi-retired status, in 
its original location. 

The Racines were among the originators of CABA, the Chocolay 
Area Business Association, in early 1980. 

ANDY GRIFFIN CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

Submitted by Andy & Vicki Griffin 

I have lived with my wife 
and family in Chocolay Township 
since 1964. I have run my 
business with great success, since 
1971. We provide service for 
people needing concrete and 
masonry work and we employ ten 
people. 

My oldest son, Jim, and I 
spent quality time together cutting 

and clearing land for the soccer field next to the Silver Creek School. I have 
enjoyed Chocolay Summerfest which my company and family have been 
involved in past years; building floats, dunk tank and donations. 

My company along with Blondeau Trucking installed the concrete for 
the pavilion next to the fireball and we poured footings and slab for the 
fireball addition, both at no charge. This Township is like "family" to our 
business and personal life. 

PAUL GERRISH, DDS 
Submitted by Paul Gerrish 

I graduated from the University of Detroit. I am originally from Sault 
Ste. Marie, as is my wife, Jo. We have four children; two girls and a son 
living in Chicago, and another daughter who lives in Tennessee. All are 
college graduates. 

I had a dental practice in Belleville, MI for six years and then decided 
to come back to the U.P. We moved here in the fall of 1974 and started the 
practice. I did a lot of the remodeling for the office myself. I personally 
built an addition to the office around 1993. 
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Most of my eight employees live in Chocolay Township. My 
hygienist, Rhonda Luce has been with me for 22 years. 

My wife and I have enjoyed our years in Chocolay Township. She is 
a veterinarian currently employed by the Animal Medical Center in 
Marquette. 

JACK'S SUPERSERV 
Submitted by Eileen Urbaniak 

Jack Urbaniak built the original Jack's IGA grocery store in 1977 at 
133 Carmen Drive. After Jack's death, his widow Eileen Urbaniak and her 
son, Mike Schwemin, took over operations of the company. Through many 
ups and downs, the company still remains in business in Chocolay Township 
providing quality foods and service to the local residents. They employ 
forty- five people. In addition to fresh produce, and all types of groceries 
Jack's SuperServ is known for their fine meats, bakery, deli and walk-in 
beer cooler. 

Eileen's final comment is, "We would like to thank all our customers 
in Chocolay for supporting our locally owned business and hope to continue 
for a long time providing service to them." 

OUTDOOR VENTURES TAXIDERMY 
Submitted by Bonnie Ryberg 

My husband, Rich and I opened our Taxidermy Studio in our garage 
on Meadow Lane in 1982. We put our time and energies into the studio to 
offer services to the community. People from all around have enjoyed our 
animal displays that we have displayed at NMU, and all the sports shops in 
the area. Rich was featured on Michigan Out of Doors and Discovering 
television programs. We have grown with the help of our community. Since 
2000, taxidermist, Michael Anderson, has joined us and we have moved to 
our location and storefront on US 41 South. 

Some of the special projects we have been involved in are the work 
we did for Jeff Daniels and the filming of the movie, Escanaba in da 
Moonlight. Our clients include the Children's Museum, Bay Cliff Health 
Camp and we have done mounts for Richard P. Smith. The three of us are 
currently building displays for the new home of the Marquette County 
Historical Museum. 
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On a personal note, we would like to include in this history that the 
Ryberg family, Richard, Bonnie, Staci and Dan, drove into Briarwood 
Subdivision to take up residence on December 2, 1977. We have seen a lot 
of growth to Chocolay Township in thirty-one years and are pleased to have 
been a part of that growth. We have watched new streets put in, along with 
other additions: Jack's IGA built a huge grocery store, which was a 
wonderful addition. 

Bonnie worked at the Union National Bank, First National Bank and 
watched the growth of these banks. She also worked at Kassel's Komer. 
Rich is still employed at Cleveland Cliffs. As a final comment, Richard and 
Bonnie add, "This is a wonderful place to raise our children and welcome 
our grandchildren home to some of these continual changes. We support our 
community." 

SNYDERS DRUGSTORE 
Submitted by Ron Katers 

Opened in 1989 by M.K. Stores Inc., Snyder Drugs offers a wide 
variety of products at a convenient location for Chocolay residents. They 
have a huge parking lot which offers parking close to the front doors and an 
attentive, friendly staff to get you out and on your way. They feature a green 
house and a fully stocked Lawn and Garden Department, complete with 
carefully maintained live goods and many of the items you will need to keep 
your yard looking its best. In the summer months, Snyder Drug in Harvey 
employees as many as thirty people. A knowledgeable pharmacist is on staff 
from 9:00a.m. to 7:00p.m. during the week and 9:00a.m. -3:00p.m. on 
Saturday and 10:00 a.m.-2:00p.m. on Sunday. 

BILL LAMBERT CONTRACTING, INC. & BUILDING SALES 
Submitted by Bill Lambert 

I started my general contracting business in Chocolay Township in 
1991. I bought this property from the Bernard Johnson family. Since that 
time, there have been numerous renovations to the property, including the 
transfonnation from a residential home to a commercial building. I chose 
this area for my contracting business because it offered highway access in a 
scenic location. I like that the customers have easy access to my business, 
while also being able to appreciate the natural beauty of the surroundings. 
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My business has been located in Chocolay Township for 17 years. 
During this time, I have built new homes, remodeled old homes, and have 
recently started selling building products. I served on the U.P. Builders 
Association 
Board of 
Directors for 12 

··years and have 
been in the 
general trade 
for 38 years. In 
addition to my 
business, I am 
also the proud 
father of two 
girls, Jessica and Lacey Lambert. 

I like the Chocolay area because of its location. I was born in the 
Upper Peninsula and have always been happy here. Over the years, I have 
enjoyed watching the area grow and have appreciated the abundant wildlife. 
I believe that Chocolay Township provides a unique entryway to the City of 
Marquette. 

If you would like to contact Bill Lambert or learn more about his 
business visit the website at www.billlambertsales.com or E-mail him at 
blam bertsales@aol.com. 

"STAR" IN HARVEY 

Submitted by Jon Wennerberg 

"Thanks for doing business with Star Industries". That's the line I put 
on the very first bill I sent out, back in 1991, when I started Star. I'm Jon 
W ennerberg, and Star Industries is the company I founded to pick up and 
destroy medical waste from hospitals and clinics and doctor' s offices all 
over the U.P. Let me tell you a bit about how I "invented" this business ... 

Back in '88 I heard a presentation by the executive director of the then 
brand-new Marquette County Landfill, Mike Etelamaki. He talked about the 
landfill and mentioned that there were a couple of waste streams that they 
hadn't figured out yet what to do with- and one of those was medical waste. 
Folks, that was the speech where I first heard mention of medical waste. I 
promptly put the idea in the back of my mind and continued selling cars
the job I held at the time, at a dealership in Marquette. 
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A couple of years later - about the time of the first Gulf war- I was 
without a real job. I decided to look into doing medical waste pickup for a 
business, and spent a few months researching and talking with the fellow 
that wrote the legislation that became Michigan's medical waste law, talking 
with the materials management personnel at hospitals and with dentists and 
doctors. I spent hours in the libraries in Marquette looking for infonnation 
about medwaste (which is how I'll refer to the stuff from here on out, 
because it's easier to type than the long version of the word). I looked, I 
talked with bankers, I asked- and in three months of research, nobody ever 
said "NO- it won't work". I couldn't find a reason why I should not try to 
start a business. 

So I did some marketing calls and found a nearby facility that agreed 
to let me pick up the waste they generated. At the time it was legal to take 
medwaste, fresh from the doctor's office, directly to a legal landfill- no 
treatment of any kind was necessary. So- every Monday morning I'd hop 
in the family station wagon, drive up to a rental place and hire a small trailer 
for the day, and go visit my only customer. I'd take the dozen or so boxes of 
medwaste and leave a batch of empty boxes. Go to the landfill, toss the full 
boxes right into the hole, and go directly back to the rental place to drop off 
the trailer. That whole trip took 'til about noon, and that was all the work I 
did - for the week! Well, I'd make some calls, maybe travel to Houghton or 
Manistique or the Soo [Sault] and ask for business there, but no real income
producing work. Every potential customer with whom I talked would tell 
me something like: "We've got a contract with the company from 
downstate that picks up "medwaste" or "we send our medwaste to the 
crematorium where they bum it" or "We've got our own incinerator and 
bum our own". But most of them also said something along the lines of 
"But if there's ever any reason that our present system fails we'll be sure to 
call you." 

And that's how it went for the first few months. I filed the papers to 
start Star in February of '91, picked up my first load in March, and kept on 
at about 300 pounds per week, through July of that year. 

Then- "SOMETHING HAPPENED", on the 31st of July. In fact, a 
couple of "somethings" happened. The company from downstate closed up 
-went out of business- as of31 July 1991. All of a sudden all of their 
customers became "my" customers. And - as of the first day of August 
1991 the Michigan DNR decreed that all medical waste incinerators in the 
UP must be shut down. Wow - all of those facilities that used to burn their 
own became "my" customers. And the result of these two "somethings"
was that on the 31st of July I was averaging about 300 pounds ofmed waste 
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a week, and as of the first of August - literally overnight - I was averaging 
about 6,000 pounds per week. That's an increase of about 2,000%, folks! 

Wow! Good thing I had spent some of those idle hours during the 
week looking for a company that operated a large-scale medical waste 
incinerator (out of Michigan). I called them and made arrangements to have 
an empty semi trailer dropped off in Marquette, and all of a sudden I was in 
business big time. 

Okay, now it's time to get Chocolay Township involved in this story, 
so I' 11 gloss over the fact that during these very first days of my business -
my marriage was not in happy shape. My (ex) wife and I decided it would 
be a good idea for me to find separate digs, so I rented a "summer rental" 
house on Lakewood Lane and moved. The house had enough room for me 
to keep a small office there- and since the office didn't do anything but the 
billing and mail-opening, that was all I needed. But I knew that sooner or 
later I'd need to have a real office- especially since I didn't want to run 
afoul of zoning rules about running a business out of a home. Sure enough, 
pretty soon I found some office space in a building only a half-mile from 
that nice little rental house, and moved me (and my newly hired office 
drudge, Jean) to the office building. I had the empty semi parked right 
outside, and every day, after I had driven a route that might include 
Ironwood and Houghton, or Escanaba and Iron River, or Sault Ste. Marie 
and Manistique- I'd empty the van (that I leased now that a little trailer 
behind the car wasn't big enough for everything I'd pick up in a day) into 
the semi, and about every two weeks the semi would go to Minnesota to get 
emptied and returned to me in Harvey. 

This got old- and I discovered that if I had a big building built
complete with a loading dock for a semi-truck- then I could more easily 
recycle the paper that we were starting to generate from our document 
destruction business. I built it, and we started shipping a truckload or so of 
paper to the recycling mill in Green Bay - every three weeks or so, as well 
as shipping the medwaste to be destroyed. I joined the UP Recycling 
Coalition, even got on the Board of Directors of that UPRC- and there's 
where I learned about recycling household paper like junk mail, catalogs, 
newspapers, magazines, and so on. The business continued to grow- so I 
built a big high-pressure steam autoclave to process the medical waste 
(instead of sending it away for incineration). I bought another truck, hired 
another driver, and the business continued to grow. 

And so on- up to about the first of the year, 2008. That's when I 
began in earnest to see if I could sell Star Industries. I'd run it for almost 17 
years, starting with nothing and now having a successful business. I 
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investigated and found two likely buyers, both of national scope, and after 
some heavy thinking, settled on selling to Enserv, a firm from Houston, 
Texas- but with operations all over the Midwest, including the nearest one 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Enserv will take over the business about the 
first of April2008. There won't be much visible change to anyone- except I 
won't be working there. The rest of the staff will stay, the customers will 
get the same service, and all will be fine, I hope. 

What'll I do? Well, I've got another business idea in mind- one that 
I'm not going to share today- but might if I get a chance to do so. Let's just 
say that it'll be visible in the community, and will be very different from the 
specialty waste disposal firm that I've built over the past 17 years. 

Stay tuned for more, folks, and- Thanks for doing business with Star 
Industries. 

HEADLINES HAIR STUDIO & DANCE OF THE SUN DAY SPA 
Submitted by Dawn Cremeans 

Headlines Hair Studio opened on Carmen Drive in Harvey in 
December of 1991. Just over one year later Headlines relocated at 5087 US 
41 South. 

Headlines provide full service hairstyling for men, women and 
children. We will retail hairstyling products and gift certificates. 

Headlines currently employs eight individuals. The hours of 
operation are Monday through Saturday 9-3. Closed on Sunday. 

Our salon has used aniline free, ammonia-free hair color products for 
over 10 years. These products perform better than conventional hair color 
without some of the hazards for individuals and the environment. 

Our experienced staff of eight is continually attending education 
classes to stay on top of changing trends. We love Chocolay Township! 

Dawn Cremeans also started an additional business in 2003.With 
seven employees, Dance of the Sun Day Spa and Wellness opened in June of 
2003 under the stewardship of Dawn Cremeans. The spa offers many 
pampering services such as therapeutic massage, organic facials, body 
wraps, exfoliation, manicures, pedicures, and all hair services and coloring. 
The spa features an organic line of skin and body care. 

Dawn created a beautiful spa space that reflects her love for Mexico 
with stucco walls, arches, and sunny southwest colors. The spa is wann, 
inviting, and spacious accommodating individuals or group gatherings. 
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The staff enjoys providing quality service with the cosmetology staff 
having over 3 0 years of experience and the massage team having over 25 
years of experience collectively. 

Dance of the Sun is a place where health and beauty unite. 

HAIR ETCETRA AND SUNSEEKERS TANNING 
Submitted by Michelle Hendrickson 

Hair Etcetra started out as a small beauty shop in 1999. Owned by 
Michelle Hendrickson, it started with just three employees. At the time we 
only offered hair and nail services. We were in a small space in the center of 
the building for five years and had grown out of it. We then moved to the 
end of the building where we currently are and expanded our services, 
adding the tanning and massage and also expanded waxing services. We are 
proud to be Chocolay Township and hope to continue to grow. 

SUPERIOR STOVES AND FIREPLACES, LLC 
Submitted by Matthew Dale 

Started on October 1, 2006 Superior Stove and Fireplaces is one of the 
newer business in Chocolay Township. It offers sales, service and 
installation of products relating to stoves and fireplaces. It was established 
with the intent to deliver quality products to their customers at affordable 
prices. Owner, Matthew Dale has these words to share with the community: 
We know the importance of providing outstanding customer service for 
customers are "our greatest asset". When a customer( s) walks through our 
door whether it is for gasket cement or a stove, they will be treated with the 
utmost respect. Our mission is to listen to their needs or the goal they are 
trying to meet; from there we will find the product that best suits their needs. 
If it is a stove or fireplace, we provide free spec-outs to ensure the proper fit 
for the unit chosen. Superior Stoves and Fireplaces offer several different 
products such as Napoleon, Lennox, Country Stoves, Simpson, Duravent, 
etc. 

We are in the process of offering "contractor packages", which should 
be available in 2008. We are open Monday through Saturday 10:00 -4:00. 
Please feel free to stop in and check us out! 
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SOUTHSIDE AUTOMOTIVE 
Submitted by Wally Rauvala 

Southside Automotive is located 3 miles south of the US 41 and M-28 
intersection stop light and on the west side of US 41 South. It opened for 
business in June of2007. Hours of operation are from 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Monday through Friday. They work on engines, transmissions, front end 
service, electrical diagnostics and tune ups. Owner, Wally Rauvala, is 
customer oriented and adds that they have 12 month or 12,000 miles 
warranties, over 20 years experience and he is ASE certified. 

PAM'S PAMPERED PETS 
Submitted by Pam Daugherty 

If you need your dog groomed you only need to travel to 150 Carmen 
Drive. Pam's Pampered Pets has been in business since April2007. They 
groom all breeds of dogs. Included in the grooming are nails, ears, hair cut, 
bathing, and hand blow drying. Pam added that, "We feel this is a great area 
to have a business." 
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INTERVIEWS OF LOCAL INTEREST 

REMARKS 
Submitted by Elry Reetz 

I was born in Marquette on May 20, 1931 in a house on Third Street. 
Mom had a mid-wife attend to her. I was baptized the next day as they 
didn't expect me to make it. Raised in Chocolay Township in the house my 
father built which is on the comer ofMain & US 41. I attended 
Kindergarten, 1st, & 2nd grade in the school which is now a part of the 
Chocolay Township office. At age 8, I began attending Fisher School, later 
Howard Jr. High and I graduated from Graveraet High School in 1949. 

I married Alton "Jim" Reetz in June 19 51. He is a Charter Member of 
and served over 20 years in the Chocolay Township Volunteer Fire 
Department. We are the parents of three sons, and grandparents to five 
children, four of whom are boys and one girl. From 1951 to 1953 I worked 
for Michigan Gas & Electric Company in their office on North Front Street. 
After that I worked in the Boy Scout office for two years until1956 which is 
when we began raising our children. I worked part time for five years, 
dividing time between the Scout office, Foye Insurance Company and doing 
book work for my dad's construction business, Johnston & Oust. 

On November 1, 1954 we moved into our home on Terrace Street 
where we still live today. Our first tax bill was only $12. In April of 1965, I 
was hired by Supervisor AI Jacobson to work for the Chocolay Township. 
At that time, we were a two or three person operation, the office being a 
room added to the south side of the old town hall. Between Cliff Johnson, 
Bertha Mukkala and me, we took care of business. The Supervisor was in 
charge of assessing and conducting the meetings. Mr. Jacobson began the 
task of making section maps and naming streets. I often helped in this 
regard as I was really interested in learning how land was platted and various 
lots formed from larger parcels. Most of these maps are still in use today. 

Mrs. Mukkala became terminally ill with cancer so I was made 
Assistant Township Treasurer in 1972 and worked closely with her in the 
collection of taxes, payroll, bills, and learned well, as she was a great 
teacher. In January of 1973 I was appointed Treasurer upon the death of 
Mrs. Muld<-ala. To this day, she will be remembered as one ofChocolay 
Township's most dedicated public servants. In 1974 I had to run for the 
Treasurer's position on the Board. Having run on the Republican ticket, I 
was soundly defeated in the "Democratic Slide" of 1974 with Mr. Clifford 
Brin being elected Treasurer. "What goes around comes around", I say, and 
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in March of 1981 Mr. Brin hired me as his Deputy. In late 1981, Mr. 
Greenberg succeeded Mr. Brin as Treasurer. John and I have worked for 
and with each other ever since. I retired on May 30, 1996. 

I have been blessed in many ways and enjoy my life. My husband and 
I will be married for 57 years in June, we have a loving family, good friends 
and neighbors and many helpful and respected fellow employees. 

OUR CHOCOLAY FAMILY HISTORY 
Submitted by Lula (Weiger) Sarka 

I was born in 1941 and have lived in Chocolay for all but eleven years 
of my life and I am now living near my grandparents homestead and down 
the road from where my parents built a house when I was four years old. 
My husband, Jack, and I built a house in 1972 where we raised two boys, 
Dan and Glenn. The boys went to the Beaver Grove School and also Silver 
Creek School. My parents were Orval and Agnes (Baumgartner) Weiger. 
My dad's parents were Leo and Lena Weiger. The house my parents built 
was made from lumber that came from the old farmhouse which was on the 
property they bought that had previously belonged to the Cole family. 

My dad's brother, Eugene "Ike" and his wife, Evelyn (Bongartz) and 
daughter also lived on County Road 480 next door to Evelyn's parents. My 
dad's maternal Uncle Otto Rosin also owned a bar on top of Green Garden 
Hill called "Uncle Otto's". My two sisters, Lorna and Pat, and brother, 
Daryl, and I went to school at Beaver Grove then to the Harvey School 
where the Township offices are now located. There were a couple of times 
when classes had to be held at the old Town Hall. Some of the teachers I 
remember were Mrs. Marks for 1st grade, Mrs. Boyd for 2nd grade, Mrs. 
Yelland for 3rd grade, Mrs. Batchelder for 4th grade, and Mrs. Smart for 5th 

and 6th. Also a Mrs. Gutzman, but I'm not sure which grade she taught. 
In the winter, we skated on a pond on our grandparent's property, 

went for sleigh riding on the hills across from Uncle Ike's house and also 
across the road from our house on property owned by Aunt Evelyn's family. 
In the summer we enjoyed playing in the shade of two huge maple trees, 
climbing apple trees and in a playhouse our dad had built. 

We helped in the vegetable and flower gardens and went swimming in 
the Chocolay River. We picked raspberries and blueberries. I picked 
potatoes for pay at the Ernest Gentz farm, which was connected to my 
grandfather's property. 
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We attended many dances and wedding receptions at the Chocolay 
Town Hall. We would walk a mile to what is now Kassel's Komer in 
Beaver Grove. It had gone through many owners. We would ride with our 
parents to DeLarye's Store, owned by Earl and Virginia DeLarye. Virginia 
was my dad's cousin. 

My mom, Agnes (Baumgartner) was from Stambaugh, Michigan and 
she had a sister and brother-in-law, Vemice and Lawrence LaJeunesse along 
with five children, who lived on US 41 near DeLarye's Store for several 
years. 

BEAVER GROVE 
Submitted by Ruth Baldwin 

I have a few observations about the Beaver Grove area to share. 
Mangum Road was known as M-28 in the old records. Green Garden Hill 
was known as Kawbawgam Hill. Legend has it that Charlie Kawbawgam 
lived near the top of the hill. Remnants of the foundation of his cabin 
remained until recent years when a new home was built on the site. 

There was an air field known as the Green Garden Air Field, which 
took up the entire 6500 block ofBeaver Grove. It bordered US 41 on the 
east and Big Creek on the west. It started where the Brookfield trailer court 
now stands and extended north. 

On August 11, 1934, two men were fatally injured when performing 
aerobics in a Barling Monoplane which crashed near the bank of Big Creek 
not too far from County Road 480. 

MEMORIES OF GROWING UP IN BEAVER GROVE 
Submitted by Dianne Goodman 

Many of those driving down US 41 approximately 3 miles south of 
the M28 and US 41 intersection in Chocolay Township aren't aware of the 
small outcropping of homes and a few businesses that was once identified by 
a sign that read "Beaver Grove". I was one of those who grew up in Beaver 
Grove in the 1950's and 60's. As I can recall, the area that was referred to 
as Beaver Grove began somewhere near where the Big Creek passes under 
US 41 and extended south to where the Big Creek Road South now 
intersects US 41. This small community was named "Beaver Grove" 
because of the large number of beavers in the Big Creek that would build 
large beaver dams in that area of the Big Creek. 
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My parents, Earl and Virginia DeLarye, owned and operated a small 
business for nearly 50 years known as "DeLaryes" until their retirement in 
1978. It was a small grocery and gas station that was located at the comer of 
US 41 and Mangrun Road. I'm unsure of when it opened, but I would guess 
it was in the 1920's. My father told me that my late grandfather, Rieal 
DeLarye, named Beaver Grove. If he did not name it, he did construct a 
garden of flowers and rosebushes with several white stones in front ofhis 
business that read "Beaver Grove". My parents spent a great deal of time at 
their business with store hours of 7:00AM to 9:00PM. The closed only on 
Tuesdays and opened at noon on Sundays. My father told me they opened 
late on Sunday morning, since they could not legally sell liquor until noon 
on Sundays and many of his "beer customers" would be angry with him 
when he would not break the law and sell them beer before noon. 

Speaking of beer customers, I can recall an incident in our store that I 
witnessed when I was quite young. It occurred between my father and one 
of his "beer customers". My father was of French decent and of small 
stature. However, he was very physically fit and strong. He also had a real 
sense of what he felt was right and wrong. One day a "beer customer" came 
into the store and placed three jumbos (quarts of beer) on the counter. My 
father picked up the beer, placed them back in the cooler, and brought over 
milk, bread, some canned goods, and eggs. He then placed them in a bag 
and said to this very large and somewhat drunken man, "Here, your family 
needs this more than you need the beer. Go home and feed your family." I 
·remember watching this exchange and being very frightened for my father's 
safety. However, after a little grrunbling, the customer left without the beer 
and with the groceries. 

My mother, on the other hand, was a petite, quiet, and gentle woman. 
She was ever so patient with the neighborhood kids who would come in with 
their nickel to buy candy. She would stand behind the counter in front of the 
boxes and boxes of candy, some of them being three pieces for a penny, and 
patiently wait several minutes for the purchase to be completed. She always 
had a smile on her face. Today the store is no longer standing due to a fire 
in the 80's after my parents had retired. 

Those of us who grew up in Beaver Grove attended kindergarten 
through the 4th grade at the Beaver Grove School, which is now a furniture 
store at the comer of US 41 and North Big Creek Road. When we reached 
the 5th grade, we were bused to Harvey to the building where the Chocolay 
Township offices now stand. During those growing up years, there was 
limited transportation for the children of Beaver Grove to go to town for 
activities. Seeing the need for activities for the children in Beaver Grove, a 
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few of the fathers cleared an area in a large field across from my parents' 
store. In the summer it served as a baseball field complete with a backstop. 
During the winter months they would pump water from the Big Creek, flood 
the field, and it would become an ice rink. We had no street lights so 
kerosene lanterns were hung on poles around the rink for light. They also 
built a bonfire to keep us warm. A parent would always be around to check 
on us and "tum out the lights". Sometimes the older kids with cars would 
tum on their car radios for music. I can remember many romantic 
relationships which had begun at that ice rink that later lead to marriage. 
You see, not too many of the surrounding neighborhoods had an ice rink, so 
this brought more kids to our "neck of the woods" from surrounding 
communities such as Skandia. 

Today most of us "Grovers" are in our 50's and 60's and hold fond 
memories of Beaver Grove. We affectionately refer to one another as 
"Grovers". One of the Grovers, Gary Baldwin, continues to live in Beaver 
Grove and owns and operates B & G Plumbing and Heating. Every few 
years he and his wife, Nancy, host a pig roast for all the Grovers. Old 
Grovers show up from all over the country and recall cherished memories. 
The last time I attended a Grover Pig Roast, I overheard someone who had 
grown up in Skandia, and had often come to ice skate on our rink and play 
baseball with us, refer to himself as "a Grover". He was quickly corrected 
and reminded by one of the authentic "Grovers" that he was not from Beaver 
Grove and not a true "Grover". This was all done in jest, of course! 

So the next time you drive through the short expanse of US 41 
remember that you are driving through Beaver Grove. 

BEAVER GROVE REMEMBRANCES 
From Carol Mattson Wolf 

Beaver Grove became our house in 1950s to live in. Bill and Elsie Mattson 
purchased it from Mr. Treffle LaJeunesse and first rented it to Reino and 
Alma Luoma for a short time. John August Johnson, Elsie's dad, first came 
to live in Beaver Grove with us but passed away in 1953. Neighbors were 
Carrie and Charles Trepanier. Our mailbox was 775 back then. Our 
telephone was an eight party line and TV was only from Green Bay at 
DeLarye's Store. 

Diane DeLarye and I rode down Green Garden hill on my 
RoadMaster bike with lights, and horn that my parents purchased from 
Montgomery Ward. Edna Swanson (who lived with our family) and Penny 
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Kemp were friends. Cheryl Suit and I rode the bus together to school and 
sat behind Carl Gutzman. Cheryl and I talked about boys on the bus. A 
young man moved to Beaver Grove down the road one mile from us. The 
bus picked him up. I had the window of the bus was open, so I asked him to 
close it and got to know Curtis Wolf in 1959 and married him in 1962. Girls 
went to town to football games and dances and came home on the 
Greyhound bus. It cost about 3 Scents at 
that time. 

My father, Bill Mattson and Earl 
Delarye started an ice rink behind our 
home. Water came from Big Creek. Earl 
DeLarye had a SkiDoo snow machine with 
a motor in back, and throttle was pushed in 
and out only for gas. He lost control, ran 
behind on ice skates to push in the throttle, 
so it didn't go into Big Creek, but got one 
of the skis stuck in a tree. 

There was a race track in Beaver Grove in the location where the 
mobile home park now stands. Only the Maki family lived in that area. 
Edna and I went where we were not supposed to go and stood on a stump 
with ants, and so we ran home with many ants in our pants. 

Grove will always be "home". 

My parents, Elsie and 
Bill, had the first sauna in 
Beaver Grove. We girls 
would meet in the sauna and 
talk about boys. 

DeLarye' s store was 
very special. People knew 
each other more than could be 
said. Elsie Mattson passed 
away, then Bill Mattson 
passed away and the house 
was sold. So you see Beaver 

Picture of: Vina DeLarye, Laura Shorkey, Lillian Shorkey, Carol Mattson, 
Carol Shorkey, Dianne DeLarye, Barbara Shorkey, Edna Mattson, Earl 
DeLarye, and Virginia DeLarye at a picnic in Gwinn. 
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ON HIAWATHA SHORES 
Submitted by Jim McGowan 

Before Lakewood Lane, there were a few of us with camps on what 
we locals called Hiawatha Shores. I had a happy childhood here. My 
grandmother spending the summers with us and she would watch us. Back 
then when we did get a phone it was a party line with about 32 people on the 
line. I remember the great pasties make with round steak, shredded potato, 
carrot and the homemade crust. 

Living on the beautiful lake is even better in retirement! I have a part 
time job, making the coffee in the morning at the Holiday Gas Station in 
Harvey. It's a pretty good gig, as I get a discount and I run into a lot of 
people I know. About once a week, three or four of us get together for 
breakfast at McDonald's. I still live in a multigenerational house, as my 
grown son and daughter live with me. I love it out here and can't imagine 
living anywhere else. 

THE JOHNSON FAMILY 
Submitted by Bob & Lil Johnson 

In 1953, Lillian Johnson opened a Beauty Shop in her home in 
Whispering Pines in Harvey. The family then moved to County Road 480 in 
1959 and she also had beauty shop in her home. In 1967, the family moved 
closer to U.S.41 but still on County Road 480 and Lil took her beauty shop 
with her. They moved to Carlshend in 1981. 

Bob Johnson was on the School Board when Silver Creek School was 
built and was also in the Lions Club. One year after they were established 
Lil was in the Harvey Homemakers worked on the Election Boards, school 
and township elections and helped at the Beaver Grove and Silver Creek 
Schools. 

Lil was also a 4-H leader and helped young people with sewing for 19 
years and worked for 12 to 14 years on the Marquette County Harvest 
Festivals. 

Other memories from Bob and Lil: 
John Mas laney had Johnny' Coney Island. 
Bea Carlton also had a beauty shop in Whispering Pines. 
Perry's Gas Station on US 41. 
Lloyd Swanson, potato grower from Skandia, had a warehouse 

across from what is now the Bayou Bar. 
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Betty Shirtz once owned a Beauty Shop on the comer of County 
Road 480 and Cherry Creek Road. 

SHARING MY MEMORIES 
Submitted by Rose Gentz 

I have lived in Chocolay Township since 1952, when I married into 
the Gentz family. My husband, Calvert, is a 3rct descendant of the Albert C., 
Sr. and Ida Gentz family. His father was Albert C. Gentz, Jr. seated in the 
front row and center. 

Albert Sr. and wife established their homestead and raised nine 
children. The original farmhouse was destroyed by fire. The original bam 
and windmill are still on the homestead. A new home was built after the fire 
in the same area by Heinz and Marilyn (Gutzman) Gentz (a 3rct generation 
Gentz). The home is still occupied by a 4th generation Gentz family, Cathy 
and Randy Gentz, who operate the Homestead Golf Course off of County 
Road 480. 

My husband's father, Albert C. Gentz, Jr., married Marie Dionne, who 
was the youngest of nine children of Mary (Gourd) and Joseph Dionne. 

The Joseph Dionne family also homesteaded in the village of Harvey, 
which is now the 100 block of West Fairbanks Street. No visible evidence 
of the homestead remains at this time. All of the children married and lived 
in the Harvey area or Marquette. Only one son married and lived in 
Milwaukee, but did return to Marquette. 

Four of the nine Dionne families lived on Coming Street in their 
married years. Marie Dionne and Albert C Gentz, Jr. had two children; 
Calvert and Janet (Gentz) Sleeman. They lived at 422 Corning Street. At 
that time, Coming Street was the U.S. 41 Highway. 

Calvert and his sister attended school in the building which is now the 
meeting room of the Chocolay Township Hall. The room was divided into 
two classrooms; south room (K through 3 grade) and north room (4th -8th 
grades). Later into 4th- 6th. Kids were bussed into Marquette after 
completing 8th or 6th grades. 

CORNING STREET 
Submitted by Rose Gentz 

We have lived at 234 Corning Street since 1955. At one time directly 
across the street was the Bordeau Bros. Saloon and Mitchell's Meat Market. 

83 



The saloon was later used as a residence by Mary (Gourd) and Joseph 
Dionne. 

Since 1955, Della (Dionne) Longtine and husband Ed were living 
across from us. The home is still owned and lived in by the Longtine 

relatives, probably her brother. 
A small restaurant, Coney Island, 

was located across from 422 Coming Street 
owned by John Maslaney and wife Swea 
(Johnson). They also rented four small 
housekeeping cabins next to the restaurant 
where the F. A. Bell Clinic is now. Later, 
John's brother, Frank and wife Judith 
(Gentz) turned the restaurant into a grocery 
store. The grocery business was moved to 

descendants. Right next to our 
home was a large 2-story 
structure. This building was 
owned and rented many times 
over. 

At some time in the past 
this building was owned by 
Marie (Gourd) Dionne's 

a new and larger building on U.S. 41 and called the Town and Country Food 
Store. The business was sold later to Pete and Marilyn LaRue. The building 
is now occupied by Habitat for Humanity. 

After Mary (Gourd) Dionne was widowed, her family and son-in-law, 
Albert Gentz, built her a small home next to her daughter, Della Longtine at 
223 Coming Street. That home stayed in the family and was used as a 
rental, usually by newly married couples. My husband and I lived there 
while we were building our first home. My husband's sister, Janet (Gentz) 
Sleeman and husband Bob purchased it, increased the size and lived there 
until about 1964. 

The former Coney Island building became home to Mrs. Salminen 
and her daughter. They also made and sold crafts from here and rented the 
housekeeping cabins. To my knowledge, this property was then obtained by 
the Bell Hospital in Ishpeming where they built a medical clinic. 
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THE MUKKALA FAMILY'S ROOTS IN CHOCOLAY 
Submitted by Benjamin C. Mukkala 

Family names involved included Kunde, Manthai, Giesregen, 
Cameron, McBaine, Smith (or Smythe) and finally, Mukkala. It all began 
back in 1863 with the German immigrants who settled in the Green Garden 
and Marquette area, specifically the Green Garden families of Carl Kunde, 
Siegfried and Julius Zerbel and Ludwig Koepp. These men were farmers, 
lately of Germany, who settled in the area, cleared, cultivated, raised dairy 
cattle, and planted mostly potatoes as the major crop. Steeped in the 
Lutheran religion, these settlers founded the first Church in the area, St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church. The building also served as a school and still 
stands today atop Green Garden Hill. 

Carl and 
Bertha (Manthai) 
Kunde had seven 
children. Their 
daughter, Natalie, 
married Adam 
Giesregen of 
Marquette, and had 
two sons, Carl and 
Edward. Carl met 

·.and married Agnes 
(Cameron) Giesregen. They had three daughters, Bertha, Rosalind, and 
Jean. Bertha met and married Benjamin G. Mukkala. The Mukkala roots 
ran to an immigrant family from Finland who had settled in the Keweenaw 
area. Ben and Bertha were the parents of myself, Benjamin Carl Adam 
Mukkala, and my sister, Sandra Bertha Carol (Mukkala) Salo. 

The Giesregens had acquired land in present day Harvey along the 
way. Ben and Bertha Mukkala purchased ten acres from them in the early 
1940s. They also bought and moved a small one-room cottage from 
Trowbridge Park, in Marquette, to this ten-acre parcel located just west of 
the Bernie Gentz Family home. This cottage, along with several expansions 
added over the years, still stand just behind the present Dollar Store in 
Harvey. Additional acreage was acquired from the Giesregen family as Ben 
and Bertha were able to afford it. 

85 



Ben Mukkala, Sr., was a professional policeman rising to the rank of 
Assistant Chief on the Marquette City Police Department prior to his 
retirement in 1961, after 3 3 years of service. He passed away in 1966. 

Bertha was an experienced and much sought after secretary and office 
manager. She also hosted a radio program in those early years, "The Betty 
Crocker Hour," on local radio station WBEO Marquette, in the late 1930s. 

Bertha was also one of two persons selected from the State of 
Michigan to attend a conference of the United Country Women of the 
World, which was held in Ceylon, India. Ifl may offer an aside here: On 
her way to the Ceylon Conference, she happened to stop in the Middle East. 
Being a devout Lutheran, she took this opportunity, along with some other 
of the women, to hire a taxi to "tour the Holy Land." During their tour, the 
cab driver got lost. The cab driver's name was Moses. When Bertha 
returned home she never tired of telling people that she had wandered the 
Holy Land with Moses. 

During the years from 1955 to 1973, she served the citizens of 
Chocolay Township as Township Treasurer. She held that office, running 
unopposed until ill health forced her to retire in 1973, after 18 years of 
service. Mom passed away in 1973, after an illness with cancer. 

During the years "on the farm" in Chocolay, in addition to their 
professional occupations, Ben and Bertha, managed to raise their children 
(my sister and myself) while establishing and operating quite a successful 
"hobby" farm along the way. 

Let me explore a little bit about "life on the farm" in the 1940s. The 
depression of the 1930s was still struggling to right itself under the 
administration of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. To provide a "feel" 
for the socio-economic conditions during the 1930s, consider these figures: 
average annual salary was $1,667, cost of an average house was $6,411, an 
average automobile was $645, one gallon of gasoline was $.19, a first class 
postage stamp was $.03, cost of a loaf of bread was $.08, a gallon of milk 
was $.47, and a dozen eggs was $.55. 

World War II and the demand placed upon the United States as the 
"Arsenal of Democracy" for nations of the free world brought about a 
recovery from the depression. It united the nation, young and old, rich and 
poor. We all worked together and made winning the great World War II 
happen. 

Meanwhile, many of us still retained the lessons learned during the 
depression years: "use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without." A person 
might easily add to that, "Never throw anything, anything, away." That 
seems to have become a curse in Today's economy. Many of us, me 
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included, still retain that "never throw anything away" complex. Just look 
around my house. 

With money hard to come by, especially on a smaller farm such as 
ours, the big emphasis was on the "make do." It was not uncommon for 
many farms to turn to old cars rather than more modern tractors as the 
source of earth working power. We had a 1928 Buick touring car, obtained 
from my grandparents. We had "cut it down," that is, we removed 
everything south of the windscreen and shortened the frame. We then bolted 
the frame onto the rear axle (no springs) and placed a huge concrete block 
on the rear for weight, which converted to traction. Fenders were also 
removed from the front wheels. A makeshift seat was added to drive our 
"Sodbuster" tractor and we were in business. 

I have to add here that there is a relationship between engine speed 
and power. The faster the engine turns, the more power it develops. The 
gear ratio of automobiles wasn't meant to pull a plow or a harrow. Some 
more enterprising individuals added a second transmission to increase the 
gear ratio and provide more power at a lower speed. Dad and I 
compromised. We had a single-bladed plow, "pull behind a horse" type, 
which we tied onto the Buick. Dad or I would drive and the other would 
follow and handle the plow. Dad was troubled with "gout" one year. His 
left foot was swollen and giving him trouble. He took over the job of 
driving the tractor. I walked behind with the plow and-- well, let me modify 
that description. For the engine to develop power enough, even in its lowest 
gear, to pull the plow the whole machine had to be moving faster than a 
comfortable walk. In other words, I was hoofing along at a pretty good clip 
behind that plow. We recognized the problem before I wore out completely, 
thought about it a little and came up with a solution: We chained a six foot 
length of2" x 6" board behind the plow. Dad drove the tractor and I rode on 
the board. I am sure it provided entertainment for the neighbors, but we got 
the job done. 

Another ingenious technological fabrication came about one fall. We 
wanted to plant the field in fall rye. We had a canvas bag device that 
strapped onto a person's chest and emptied into a metal container. The 
container had an opening to a vertical wheel with vanes that rotated by 
means of a geared shaft to a manually-operated handle. The idea was to 
strap the device onto your chest, fill the canvas bag with seed, and walk into 
the field while turning a crank. The veined wheel thereby scattered the 
seeds-"broadcasting" they called it-over a thirty foot or so wide area. 
This worked well except that after walking fifty feet or so, the rig ran out of 
seeds. This meant that there would be much walking. Dad came up with 
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another solution. We attached a trailer behind our Buick tractor, stacked 
several sacs of seed in the trailer, removed the rear tail gate and placed a 
canvas deck chair at the rear of the trailer. Dad sat, braced, in the deck 
chair, the seed broadcaster strapped to his chest. I drove the tractor. We 
rounded up a neighbor lad to ride in the trailer and continuously pour more 
seed into the canvas broadcaster bag. It did the job! 

Mom was a very sensitive person with deep concerns about her fellow 
human beings, kids, birds, animals, most everything that walked, crawled or 
flew. Dad, maybe because he was a policeman, hated to see anything (that 
didn't rightly deserve it) penned up. Between the two of them, our farm 
animals had free reign everywhere with the exception of inside the house
most of the time. Our two dogs, a beagle and a shepherd, were permitted to 
come inside. We raised chickens, geese, ducks, turkeys, horses, pigs, and 
cattle. We even had a bunch of rabbits running around the place. We 
compromised a little and the four-legged livestock were confined to a pen or 
the pasture. 

As with our distant relatives in Green Garden, potatoes were the crop 
of choice. We weren't that far from the depression years, and economizing 
was always in the forefront of whatever we did. Burned into the mind was 
that old rule: "Use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without." Dad and I did 
most of the farming, while Mom and Sandra handled the homemaking 
helping dad and me as the situation arose. 

Maybe it was the military draft that chased me into the Air Force in 
1950, that loaded all the chores onto the rest of the family. I was gone and 
in the early 1950s, the folks converted the farm into "Pine Acres for Mobile 
Homes." This happened just as the United States Air force was opening up 
K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base in Sands. Many young airmen and their 
families made their homes in Pine Acres. After operating the Mobile home 
park for awhile, they indicated they intended to hold it to pass on to Sandra 
and me. Sandra was married to Donald Salo by then, with a family of her 
own. I was all enthralled with chasing through the 'wild blue yonder' in jet 
airplanes. Our consensus was that they should sell the place and "enjoy the 
fruits of their labors." That's what they did. They sold Pine Acres for 
Mobile Homes to Ted Gaspar about 1964. 

Later, when Ted Gaspar died, his children, Sandra (Gaspar) Dooley 
and Mike Gaspar, both Chocolay residents, inherited the property. Mike and 
Sandra later sold Pine Acres of Mobile Homes to Bruce Pesola of Marquette. 

Sandra (Mukkala) Salo and husband, Don, had inherited the Mukkala 
homestead upon the death of our mother, Bertha. They kept the property as 
a rental unit for a short period, and then sold it and the adjacent acreage 
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where the present Family Dollar Store stands, to the Sorensen Development 
Corporation of Gwinn, Michigan. 

The Family Dollar Store and Pine Acres for Mobile Homes presently 
stand where Dad and I once ran our plowing operation, developed our 
mechanized seeding techniques, and raised a whole lot of potatoes. On such 
random turnings run the wheels of time. 

TRAILER COURT MEMORIES 
Submitted by Evelyn Le Claire 

My mother and I moved into a trailer that I bought in Bide-a-Wile 
Trailer Court in 1968. I changed color ofthe trailer from a black streak on 
white to aqua, with black shutters. It made a nice home and we had good 
memories while living there. One in particular that I remember was when 
one morning when I opened the car door to go to work Jack Menhennick's 
police dog jumped onto the car and sat on the passenger side. Rather than 
get him out of there, I drove around the comer to his home and opened the 
door. The dog jumped out and strutted across the lawn like a VIP from a 
limo. When Jack had to provide street signs for the three entry roads into the 
trailer park and pay for them, he named them Bureaucrats, Cause and 
Expense. I thought that was funny. 

About two years later, I bought another trailer in Pine Acres and later 
moved out of that one for a larger one across the street. I got a child's 
stroller at St. Vincent, moved my clothes and boxes of dishes, books etc. and 
did it that way so that I could save on the moving expense. 

The new trailer had a porch with a glass door. One morning after a 
blizzard, the snow was piled to within 3 inches from the top of the glass on 
that door. Imagine that the porch also had four steps to walk up as well. 
After shoveling the porch I found that my car was buried front and back, I 
didn't get to work till noon that day. 

Only a few children lived in the trailer court, but every year we had to 
get a lot of Halloween candy because people from town would drive out to 
the park and sit in the cars while the kids could cover many places and stay 
in sight. I always enjoyed seeing them in their costumes. 

When we were planning the first Chocolay Festival at St. Louis the 
King Church in Harvey, I had just purchased a good camera and agreed to 
take pictures of the queen and princess candidates. I set the camera 
incorrectly and when the film was developed, the top of each head was 
missing because of the shutter closing too soon. I still remember that 
incident. 
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I was planning to retire and travel across the United States alone, but 
also thought of the possibility of looking for work while on that trip. I will 
always be thankful to Ivan Fende who wrote a letter of reference for me. I 
was able to use it when I took a job for three months as a live-in companion 
to a woman of 94 who lived in a condominium overlooking a golf course in 
San Bernardino, California. It made it nice for me because my nephew, a 
banker in San Diego, lived a mile from there. 

TRYING TO MAKE MAPLE SYRUP IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP 

Submitted by Betty Shirtz 

As parents know boys will be boys. One spring when the maple syrup 
started to run, Johnny Menhennick, Mike, Dave, Andy Hansen and Jim 
Shirtz decided to become makers of maple syrup. Little did they know just 
how much labor it would take to make just one quart. Luckily for them, 
Menhennick's had an old chicken coop, a little small to work in, especially 
for five boys, but they were able to squeeze everyone in. Somehow and 
somewhere they were able to get a large kettle to boil the sap into syrup. 

First, though, they had to learn how to place spigots into the huge 
maple trees on Menhennick's farm. Mr. Menhennick gave the boys 
instructions and they proceeded to work their sugar bush. (My grandfather 
had one and that is what they called it.) Once the spigots were in place, and 
the sap started to run, they had to solve the problem of how to catch the sap 
and finally collect it in a container so they could carry it to the boiling-down 
shack. 

Now they ran into another problem, the source of wood for boiling 
down the sap. Again, Mr. Menhennick came to their rescue. He was able to 
obtain some old discarded arms from telephone poles and cut them into 
pieces, which the boys used to keep their fire burning. The only problem 
was that these "arms" were coated with creosote, which gave off black 
smoke. When the boilers, as we came to call the boys, finally came out of 
the old chicken coop, their faces were as black as night, and even the syrup 
was quite dark with darker streaks in it. I don't know how the maple syrup 
tasted and I don't even know if the sap makers tasted the newly boiled syrup 
but they sure had an experience! 
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RUSSELL ROBERTSON, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
MARQUETTE FISH HATCHERY MADE HISTORY AT CHERRY 

CREEK-CHOCOLAY 
Submitted by Charles & Betty Shirtz, compiled from various sources 

In March of 1943 Russell Robertson became the Superintendent of the 
Marquette Fish Hatchery at Cherry Creek in Chocolay. He pioneered in 
establishing a lake trout brood stock, which was essential to the program of 
restocking the Great Lakes with lake trout after these fish had been nearly 
exterminated in those waters. If it had not been for his foresight, the 
tremendously successful Great Lakes trout rehabilitation program might 
have been delayed for many years. 

From 1939 to 1958, the Marquette Hatchery relied on commercial 
fisherman to obtain lake trout eggs used in restocking Lake Superior. A 
decline coincided with the increase in lamprey numbers and was so great 
that collecting eggs from wild trout was discontinued the following year. 

Robertson collected lake trout eggs in 1949. The 224 trout that 
survived to spawning age out of the 
8,000 Robinson held in reserve 
back in 1949 became the famous 
brood stock that was destined to 
play such a vital role in the 
rehabilitation of their species in the 
Great Lakes. These original 224 
trout accounted for a total of 
1,330,638 eggs from 1954 until 
1967, when they considered too old 
to produce high quality eggs. Over 
the years, these 224 trout and their 
progeny have accounted for nearly 
all the lake trout eggs used in all 
state and national lake trout 
planting programs in the United 
States. 

In 1952 the Marquette Trout 
Hatchery capacity increased to 
meet a higher trout demand. 
Prison laborers, under civilian 
foreman, worked on concrete 
retaining walls. This was the first 

91 



expansion in 30 years. Concrete walls a11d. walks replaced dirt banks and 
grass walks. Ten prisoners from the Marquette prison and four other skilled 
civilian workmen and a conservation department crew were assigned to this 
$22,000 construction project. While dredging the upper section of the 
hatchery ponds, workmen uncovered a huge pine log, 29 feet long and 30 
inch diameter at its small end. The log apparently had lain under one of the 
ponds for more than 50 years after an old Fraser sawmill had been 
discontinued at the site. 

In 1954, a lake trout brood stock of 18 female trout yielded 18,120 
eggs- the first produced in the hatchery. From 1954 to 1965, 73,450,000 
lake trout eggs were produced at the hatchery. Lake trout eggs were 
provided to the U.S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, the states of 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Colorado, Wyoming, and Utah. 

Mr. Robertson was awarded a plaque by the Great Lakes Fisheries 
Commission in Toronto, Ontario. This commission was composed of 
representatives from the U.S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Ontario 
Department of Lands and Forests and Conservation Departments of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
New York. Mr. Robertson was presented with a plaque in recognition of the 
"outstanding skill, perseverance in development of lake trout hatchery brood. 
stock". 

Robertson produced the first splake in Michigan. To produce splake 
for Michigan inland lakes, 7,764,000 lake trout eggs were crossed with 
brook trout eggs at the hatchery. The name combines "speckled" and "lake". 
Robertson said that being a hybrid, splake did not reproduce, or if they did, 
soon reverted back to either brook or lake trout and the strain was lost in 4 or 
5 generations. The "super splake" is 4th or 5th generations and have not 
reverted back to one or the other, but held true. In both peninsulas, 292,946 
splake were planted in 1964 and 1965, as a result of Russell Robertson's 
pioneering in 1954. If you catch a brook trout with a forked tail, it's a 
splake! 

In 1987 and 1988 there was a virus EED (epizootic epitheliotrophic 
disease) outbreak at the hatchery. 700,000 lake trout and 400,000 splake had 
to be killed due to a deadly, recurring virus. Sportsmen, mainly anglers, 
appear to lose the most by the destruction of the fish. For three years the 
hatchery fought off the virus, and finally in 1990 the hatchery was fee of fish 
disease after clearing out the entire facility and disinfecting it. "Getting rid 
of the brood stock was really difficult, but now, by doing so, we've been 
successful" in eliminating the virus, Driver, DNR biologist said. 
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In the summer of 1990 another construction project (a six million 
dollar project combining state and federal funds) with several years of work 
was started. When completed, the hatchery reopened to the public. John 
Driver was the biologist in charge. The hatchery then sported a much larger 
indoor rearing area, covered outdoor raceways, modem research facilities 
and better water quality monitoring equipment. In the main building, there 
are 14 indoor rearing tanks and four brood stock tanks on the lower level. 

The Fish Hatchery is an educational and interesting place to visit! 

EVA DUPRAS/TRUDEAU/BELANGER FAMILY HISTORY 
Submitted by Jean Trudeau Paquette 

Two Frenchmen , 
Amadee Dupras and his 
brother Emmanuel 
Dupras, came down from 
St. Scholatica, Canada 
and settled in Chocolay 
Township. Emmanuel 
Dupras married Sophie 
Campeau and together 
they had 14 children, 
eight boys, four girls and 
two children who died in 
infancy. The children's 
names were: Alice, Emmanuel "Pete", Joseph, Georgina, Harmidas, Fred, 
James, Maria "Mary", Alex, Evalina, Clifford, and Louis. Their homestead 
was located at 1034 Cherry Creek Road. 

Amadee Dupras married Closemire Labine and together they raised 9 
children. The children's names were: Roseann, Mary, Tillie, Dena, Eva 
Julia, Isaac, William, George, and Fred. Their homestead was located at the 
southeast comer of County Road 480 and Little Lake Road, which is now 
owned by the State of Michigan. The only original building still standing is 
the white bam which can be seen from the both roads. 

My direct ancestor is my grandmother, Eva Julia. She was born on 
March 17, 1890. Eva married John Trudeau I in 1906, and together they had 
Irene who died in infancy, Closemere who married Alphee (Pardiac) Perry, 
and John Trudeau II, who married Adele LaBlue Belanger. 
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Closemere and Alphee Perry had: Mary Ilene (Bob Marcelain), James 
(Virginia Barkovich), Elizabeth (Larry Lorence), Katherine (Gerald Gerou}, 
and Carol (Henry Lewke ). 

After John Louis I was killed in a Chocolay furnace accident which 
was caused by a lighted torch (January 6, 1910), Eva was left to raise the 
children alone. She then married Arthur Belanger in 1912 and they lived 
together for 50+ years. Eva was a recognized midwife in the Chocolay area 
and helped deliver many of the children during that time, including some of 
her own grandchildren. Eva and Art lived on her father Amadee Dupras' 
homestead for many years and farmed there. They later sold it to the State 
of Michigan after which time they then moved to 6232 Highway 41 South 
where they had a sawmill, along with a large strawberry plant field which 
were sold to the local Marquette Co-op Store, and pine trees which were 
grown to sell to people for Christmas. (I can remember picking strawberries 
each summer to earn money so that our dad could take us to the Escanaba 
Fair. That was a real treat.) 

John Trudeau II and Adele LaBlue Belanger married on November 
24, 1936 and had six children: Darlene (William Frazier), }ean (Bruce 
Paquette), Gerald (Sandra LaLonde), Sharon (Earl Carlson), John Trudeau 
III (Phyllis Ylitalo ), and Randy Trudeau (Barbara Takalo ). 

Eva and Art had seven children: Arthur "Archie" who married Adele 
LaBlue, Eva (Bumice Jones), 
Clara (Francis Rose), Bernice, 
Louis, Mary Louise (Frank 
Brown), and William (Pat 
Sheridan). They owned the 
property from Little Lake 
Road north to Highway 41 and 
up to the Mangum Road 
intersection. They had a 
neighborhood grocery store on 
the comer of Highway 41 and 
County Road 480. Art was the 
first owner of what is now 
"Kassel's Komer". Art and 
Eva gave each of their children sections of property along the US 41 
Highway South from County Road 480. The children eventually sold their 
property with the exception of John Trudeau II who built the house at 6424 
US41 South where he and Adele raised their children. It still belongs in the 
family. 
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The name "Beaver Grove" is said to have come from a class project at 
the school. 

"From Gerald Trudeau: Here are my thoughts on the name Beaver 
Grove! It is possible that Mr. Delarye did call Beaver Grove by that name 
before it was officially, so called! Unfortunately, Aunt Eva Belanger Jones 
only mentioned the name when it was voted on by the kids attending the 
school. They chose as afore; Beaver Grove versus Maple Grove, which was 
suggested by a Basal boy, per Aunt Eva. "Now this choice by this Basal 
boy could have been influenced by Mr. Delarye first calling it so .... " "A 
whistle stop, in History! 

Mrs. Baldwin recalled an airport in Beaver Grove! She also told about 
an airplane crash, "Mom, (Adele Trudeau) saw that crash. I recall her saying 
that the wing fell off and the crew perished." 

Plane Crash Article in The Daily Mining Journal, August 13, 1934 
"WING DROPS OFF PLANE AS PILOT ATTEMPTS TURN 

Albert Malmgren and Albert Westrope plunge 2,000 feet to death. 
Two men were killed in an airplane crash near the Green Garden 

airport about 7:30 Saturday night. Those who died in the airplane accident 
were Albert E. Malmgren, of Marquette, 31 years old, pilot of the ship, and 
Albert C. Westrope, 38 who lived on a farm near the airport and who was 
riding in the plane with Malmgren. 
Wing Fell off Plane 

Eye witnesses to the airplane accident, the first fatality in the history 
of aviation here, said Malmgren, flying at an altitude of about 2,000 feet, 
was "banking" the ship, a low-wing monoplane, when one wing came off 
and fluttered to the ground. 
Those who saw the accident said Malmgren speeded up the motor, then shut 
it off and apparently attempted to get back to the airport, but the ship 
suddenly nosed and dropped into the woods. It crashed about three-quarters 
east of the Russell St. Onge farm near the airport. 

Francis Sharkey and Wilfred Lemire, first to reach the wreckage, 
found Malmgren and Westrope dead. Their bodies badly crushed, were 
brought out of the woods on improvised stretchers and taken to Swanson's 
funeral home. 

Plane an Old Model 
The plane, an old model, had been in service several years and was rebuilt 
two years ago after it was badly damaged in a forced landing near Escanaba. 
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It was owned jointly by Malmgren and Kenny Richardson and had been 
used at the Green Garden airport by several Marquette pilots as a training 
ship. Malmgren held an amateur pilot's license and was rated as a capable 
flyer. He had been flying the plane several hours Saturday before the crash. 

News of the accident spread rapidly and before dark a large number of 
persons visited the scene. The plane was smashed to bits and pieces of it 
were carried away by many as souvenirs of ~ 
the crash." 

Names of the gentlemen in the 
picture on the right are: Albert Malmgren, 
Johnny Trips (mechanic), Tubby Bernard, 
Lu Carlson, Carl Tuch (FAA), and Sig 
Wilson. 

I have many memories of "us kids" 
going down Basal's Road to swim (for me 
it was wading) at the Chocolay River. I 
also remember my sister Darlene and I 
going up County Road 480 and meeting 
Rosalie W eiger at the top of the hill 
because that was about Yz way between our 
homes. We would sit there on the side of the road and trade comic books. 
Two used ones for one new one. 

I also have memories of "us kids" being picked up right in front of our 
house on Highway 41 by the school bus which was driven by either Carl 
Gutzman or Irwin Heidtman. We had the shorter walk to school than the 
"town kids" because we would then be dropped off directly in front of either 
Howard Junior High School, or Graveraet High School. I thought that was 
pretty neat! 

REMEMBRANCES ABOUT BEAVER GROVE 
Submitted by Gerald Trudeau 

I remember my friend Tom December's mother had a pasty shop just 
south of St. Amour's farm on the south side ofUS41. My friends, Rex and 
John Wilson, Eric Wickstrom, I and other children played baseball in 
Medose St. Amour's potato field many times in the 50s, where the soccer 
ball field is now located . That potato field was also used by Uncle Bill 
Belanger when he would fly his own plane from Detroit, and land the plane 
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in what is now the Chocolay Recreation Field. This was a short walk for 
Uncle Bill to Grandpa & Grandma Belanger's home on US41 after they sold 
the farm. 

Wilson's house and Bobby Wagner family's home were mail order 
homes from the Sears & Roebucks catalog store. 

FRIENDS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD & STANG'S 
Submitted by Steve Wahlstrom 

Gert and Mel Stang ran a bar called Stang's that is now the Dry Dock 
Tavern. The building also had a small grocery store in addition to selling 
alcohol. There was a doorway going into two aisle part where they sold 
groceries. The same person would wait on you whether you were getting a 
drink or in need of groceries. Steve remembers 2 cent returns and lots of 
candy and pop in the single aisle grocery store. They had all kinds of things 
that attracted a kid, he recalled. 

Chummy (Melvin) and Jerry Stang were young boys when their 
parents ran the bar. Their house was next to the bar and the Wahlstrom boys 
practically lived next door. It was only natural that they would hang out 
together. There was a softball field near where Blondeau trucking is now. 
And the Silver Creek ran near the property and it was inviting for the boys. 
They would make rafts and float down the river, although it was no more 
than a few feet deep. 

They had also heard stories of an Indian, called "old Mich". The 
rumor was that his house way back in the woods was "haunted" but it didn't 
keep the boys away or from checking it out. To make it more interesting, the 
house was on Danger Trail. There was a gully near Danger Trail and the 
boys enjoyed exploring and protecting their area. Old Danger Trail may 
have been a road at one time or an old Indian trail. 

The neighborhood boys also had fun making a tree fort. It was up so 
high that they could observe the comings and going on Danger Trail and 
Wright Street. They used their imaginations and had fun doing it! 
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RECREATION 

Chocolay Township is known by residents and visitors as a place 
where one can enjoy the outdoors and have many opportunities for 
recreation. Trails for biking, skiing and snowmobiles are plentiful, as are 
designated recreations parks and areas for outdoor sports such as fishing, 
boating and swimming. Township residents can also enjoy public golf 
courses. 

CHOCOLA Y DOWNS GOLF COURSE . 

Submitted by Joe & Pat Gibbs 

Marquette County needed a public golf course. 
On December 28, 1990, Patricia and Joe Gibbs of 
Traverse City purchased 604 acres of land in 
Chocolay Township and were granted permission by 
the Township to construct 36 holes of golf on the 
newly purchased land. Mathews and Association of 
Lansing would design the first 18 holes of the golf course, with Wayne 
Gibbs, son of Joe and Pat, as construction superintendent for the entire 
project. 

Construction of the first 9 holes began 
in May of 1991, and the course was opened 
for play on October 14th, 1992. The second 9 
holes were completed and ready for use by 
1995. The number 9 green is over 29,000 
square feet, making it one of the largest 
greens in the world. 

In 1998, Wayne Gibbs designed and 
cleared the third 9 holes, which contain the 

world's longest fairway at 1007 yards. Date of construction for this set of 
holes has not been determined yet. 

The name of the golf course was derived from Chocolay Township 
and the Chocolay River, which runs through the corner of the property. The 
second part of the mnne came from the Scottish word for rolling-downs. 
This was chosen because the property is just that-rolling. 
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mother's maiden name. 

Surrounding the fairways of the 
golf course are various home sites and 
condominiums. With their love for 
history, one of the homes is a replica of 
that of President Abraham Lincoln and 
another Bishop Frederic Baraga. The 
street name of Brewer was after Joe's 

In 2005 the entire project 
was sold to a group from San Jose, 
California, H. Jolly, Danjay Dethi 
and Sanjay Sethi and the main 
partners involved. In 2008, Neil 
Jandron, will join in the ownership 
of Chocolay Downs . 

RECREATION PLAN 
In 2004, Chocolay Township updated its Recreation Plan. The Plan is 

reviewed by the Planning Commission annually in order to review, 
prioritize, and budget for recreation activities, and updated every five years 
in order to obtain certification from the Michigan Department of Resources. 
The Recreation Plan provides an inventory of existing recreation-related 
facilities and lays out plans for improvements and expansions. In the past, 
the Township has relied heavily upon grants to fund recreational facilities, 
such as the Lawcon grant for the Silver Creek Recreation Area and the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant for the Beaver Grove 
Recreation Area. For more detailed information visit the Township's website 
at www.chocolaytownship.org 

Silver Creek Recreation Area 

The Silver Creek Recreation Area encompasses 23.7 acres the 
northwest comer of the Township. The size and location of this recreation 
site make it especially suited as a "community play field." Due to its central 
location the Silver Creek Recreation Area is the most widely used recreation 
facility the Township owns and is in a Public Lands district. Facilities at 
Silver Creek Recreation Area consist of the following: four tennis courts, 
soccer field, baseball diamond, basketball hoop, playground, picnic area, 
restrooms, and paved drives. 
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The Silver Creek Recreation Area is extensively used for organized 
baseball, softball, little league, and soccer throughout the spring, summer, 
and fall. The trail system is utilized year-round. The tennis courts, 
playground and picnic area are used extensively from late spring to late fall. 

Chocolay Township Marina 
The Township's only marina is located along Main Street in the 

northwestern comer in the village of Harvey. The marina is situated on the 
Chocolay River, approximately 1500 feet from Lake Superior. The site 
contains an improved skid pier boat launch, pit toilet and picnic area. It 
provides boat access to the Chocolay River and to Lake Superior. 
Unfortunately, the river mouth is often too shallow to permit easy access to 
Lake Superior, resulting in limited public use. 

In 1999, the Township purchased a small island adjacent to the marina 
shoreline. This island is recommended as a possible campsite of the NTN 
Water Trail and open for passive recreation use. 

Chocolay River- Green Garden Site 
This property is located on Green Garden Road, approximately 1.5 

miles from US-41 in the south central part of the Township. It is 
approximately 1.08 acres in size and currently undeveloped, but is used as a 
local swimming and fishing spot. The site also offers a primitive carry-down 
boat launch to the river. 

The Chocolay Township Municipal Complex 
The Chocolay Township Municipal Complex is located on a 2. 79 acre 

parcel with frontage on the west of US-41 in the village of Harvey. Besides 
housing the Township's governmental facilities, the property supports a 30' 
by 50' pavilion on its northeast corner. Supplied with a number of picnic 
tables, a permanent grill, and nestled among towering pines, this location 
provides an ideal passive recreation site for tourists and residents alike. 
During the winter months the pavilion is flooded and used as an ice skating 
rink. 

Beaver Grove Recreational Area 
This is a combination of two adjoining parcels making up a 29.1 acre 

recreation site. The property is located west of US-41 and north of County 
Road 480, and is accessible from either road. 

The site has considerable frontage on Big Creek that flows along its 
eastern border. Direct access to the river from a recently developed hiking 
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trail provides fishing opportunities, as well as unique passive recreational 
outlets. Facilities at this site consist of a baseball field, soccer field, 
basketball court, pavilion, playground, horseshoe courts, picnic facilities, 
multi-use open space, hiking trail, improved parking and restrooms. 

The Brower Property 

The Brower Property is located on 50 acres, approximately 8 miles 
southeast of Harvey, Michigan. It is predominantly lowland with a mix of 
trees, dominated by spruce, cedar, hemlock, birch and maple. There is a 
small stream that bisects the property. This parcel was donated in 1999 to 
the Township with the stipulation that it will be used exclusively for 
educational and recreational facilities. 

Lions Club Park 
This 10.7 acre recreation area is located on M-28, approximately 2.5 

miles east of the US-41/M-28 intersection, situated in the Varvil Center area. 
The Lions Club Park has a baseball field, ice skating rink, Yz basketball 
court, pit toilet, and large parking lot. Approximately 5 acres remain 
undeveloped. 

Kawbawgam Cross Country Ski Trail 
The Kawbawgam Cross Country Ski Trail is located on state land and 

is approximately 2 miles south of M-28. The parking area is located on the 
Lake LeVasseur public access road. 

The trail has two loops, the beginning loop is 1.5 miles long, and is 
rated easy, and the LeVasseur loop is 3.9 miles long, and is rated difficult. 
The Kawbawgam Cross Country Ski Trail is groomed and offers spectacular 
views of forested hills overlooking Lake LeVasseur. 

Lake LeVasseur Waterfowl Area and Cross Country Ski Trail 
Public access site to Lake LeVasseur off Kawbawgam Road. It is 

approximately 8 miles from the US 41/M-28 intersection. The trail head 
and parking lot for this ski trail is located on the access road to Lake 
LeVasseur. The trail is approximately 4 miles in length and runs through 
state lands along the north shore ofLake LeVasseur. Two loops are divided 
for beginning and advanced skiing. 

Chocolay River Public Access and Fishing Site 

The Michigan Department ofNatural Resources developed this 5.7 
acre site on M-28 approximately one mile east ofUS41/M28 intersection. 
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This handicap accessible site consists of a public fishing pier, a carry-down 
boat launch, expanded parking and a restroom facility. It is currently only 
one of only two handicap accessible fishing sites in Marquette County. 

Michigan Department of Transportation Scenic Turnouts 
MDOT owns three roadside scenic turnouts along the M-28 corridor 

along the Lake Superior shoreline. Site #1 is found approximately 6 miles 
east of the US 41/M28 intersection near the Kawbawgam Road location. It 
consists of a half mile of frontage on Lake Superior. It has a map display 
case, a picnic area, water well, restrooms and a staircase accessing the beach 
and Lake Superior. Sites #2 and #3 are located approximately 1 mile east 
and 5 miles east of Site #I. These two sites are a 1.5 mile strip overlooking 
Lake Superior. They have small picnic areas. 

The Cherry Creek School Playground 
It is located near the intersection of Cherry Creek Road and Ortman 

Road one mile west from the US 41/M28 intersection. This playground has 
a variety of recreation equipment for the school children. It also has a large 
open space for general recreation activities, a portion of which has been 
developed as an interpretive nature trail supported by classroom projects. 

Kawbawgam Pocket Park 
The Pocket Park is located on Kawbawgam Road, just south ofM-28 

East, approximately 5 miles east of the US 41/M28 intersection. Volunteers 
have installed swings, a basketball court, a restroom, and picnic table. 
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CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP OFFICES 

NOTES FROM THE TOWNSHIP RECORD 
The following material is composed of excerpts from the Chocolay records 
from 1860 to 1888, unearthed by Chester Bignall originally for the 1964 
Centennial booklet. The organizers and early officers of the township took 
their work seriously, as evidenced by the many meetings held, sometimes as 
often as once a week. Many of these were called to fill vacancies of those 
officers who resigned or moved from the township. The opening of roads 
became an immediate concern, and a great many special meetings were 
called for that purpose, and also for the organizing of school districts. The 
first loan, for $570 for road purposes, was voted May 12, 1860, just a few 
weeks after the first election April 2nd. 

RENOVATIONS TO CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP HALL 
September 20, 1949 

I propose to furnish labor and materials for work to be done in the 
basement of the Chocolay Township Hall (including large room.), installing 
headers, wall boards, lattice strip, cove molding, etc., materials $109.18, 
labor on same $105.00. Kitchen materials, furnace room door, cabinets. 
wallboard and ceiling, lattice strip and cove molding, frame up door 
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openings, install doors, one Dutch door with serving counter, kitchen cabinet 
and sink cabinet, materials $482.66, labor $170.00. 

Materials in stairway on alternate bid including plastering of chimney 
and plastering of the walls around door of the ladies restroom, installing a 
false ceiling in the stairway leading down into the basement, applying 
pressed wood on the sidewalls, also on the inside of the wall leading upstairs 
from the basement, four single doors for storage for the total sum of 
materials $122.34, labor $100.00, including plastering. 

Building an addition and entry to the mens toilet on the back of the 
town hall according to our plans as discussed with the township board today, 
approximately 6 ft. wide by 14 ft. long, closing up one door inside the mens 
room and installing it on the other side. Installing the present door into the 
mens toilet on the entry. Installing a front door and frame on the entry, also 
a new jamb and door from the entry into the main room. 

Setting this building on cement blocks, 2 x 8 joist floor with fir 
flooring and sub-floor, baseboard and wallboard, roofing, plastering, etc., 
materials $343.31, labor $150.00. 

On the front entry, installing steel posts and storm enclosure on the 
north side. Materials $80.34, labor $25.00, making a total job bid for labor 
and materials of$1,687.83. This work does not include the painting. 

The first bid total was for $1,102.77, the new bid $1,687.83, making a 
difference of$585.06, more than previously figured. As you will note there 
is considerable more material and labor involved in the revised bid. 

I will not hold the Chocolay Township liable for accidents, if any, that 
occur on this job. If awarded the contract, work could be started right after 
the application ofNu-Stone on the outside of the present building. 

Signed: 

HISTORY OF THE TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
From Township Board Minutes by Sharon Roshak 

January 1963- E.J. O'Boyle became the first part-time Township Marshal 
for Chocolay Township 

September 1969- Gerald Sherbinow replaced O'Boyle becoming a full-time 
Town Marshal. Animal control was a major part of the job. In the earlier 
days of the department, animal control took up 80% to 90% of their time. 
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1970- Three part-time officers were hired to work with the Town Marshal 
some evenings of each week. 

1971 - Gerald Sherbinow was appointed Chief of Police overseeing the 
three part-time officers. 

1973- The first Township patrol vehicle, a 1973 Ford Custom Ranch 
Wagon, was purchased for patrol for $4,098.00. 

1975- Radar equipment was purchased for the patrol vehicle. 

1976- Michael Roti became Police Chief. 

1978- Durwood Chase was hired as Police Chief but retired the same year. 
Robert Spencer became Police Sergeant. There remained three full-time 
police officers. 

1979 - Clerical helps was sought through funding from CET A. This 
funding ended in 1981. Also in 1979, purchase of a second patrol car was 
authorized. 

1983- Robert Spencer resigned as Sergeant and Frank Hentschell was 
promoted to Police Chief. A part-time secretary was hired in the police 
department. 

1984- ChiefHentschell resigned to go to the Michigan State Police and 
Officer Darwin Gager was promoted to Police Chief. 

1986- Chief Darwin Gager resigned with Officer Gregory Zyburt being 
promoted to Police Chief. Zyburt, age 28, was the youngest person to 
become a Police Chief in the State of Michigan. He is still Chief of Police. 

1987- The Police intern Program with Northern Michigan University was 
re-activated. This is where a Criminal Justice student at NMU puts so many 
hours active duty with the police department. 

1988- The police department purchased its first computer. A new Noise 
Ordinance was also adopted. 

105 



1993 - Office Gary Heinzelman was promoted to Sergeant. The depmiment 
now has a police chief, a sergeant, two full-time officers and one or two 
part-time officers. The secretarial position has become full-time with the 
title of Administrative Assistant. 

1996 -The Township Board approved an application for the COPS 
Universal Hiring Grant for hiring another full-time police officer for 3 years. 
Officer Mark Hanes was the first officer hired under the COPS Grant. 

Sergeant Heinzelman was awarded the Marquette County Officer of the 
Year Award. 

1998- An addition to increase the size of the police department was 
approved and completed. 

1999- Upon completion of the COPS Universal Hiring Grant, a fourth full
time officer was retained. ··Officer Mark Kassuba was awarded Marquette 
County Officer ofthe Year in 1999. A Snowmobile Grant was applied for 
and received from the DNR. It has been applied for and granted each year 
up to the current time. The former Soo Line Railroad is now the State DNR 
Snowmobile Trail. 

The daily activity of the police department has changed dramatically 
over the years. Animal control is now only a small percentage of the 
complaints. 

Complaints 
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CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Chocolay Township Volunteer Fire Department was established 
in 1967 by a group of dedicated volunteers seeking to improve their 
community. That volunteer spirit continues today, the Chocolay Fire 
Department is staffed by thirty dedicated volunteers giving their time and 
talent to make our community a safe place to live. 

The Fire Department's mission has grown significantly since its 
beginnings. They respond to all types of fires, vehicle accidents where 
extrication is needed, snowmobile rescue, ice rescue, confined space rescue, 
hazardous material incidents and other incidents where life safety is 
involved. Our Fire Department has strong mutual aid agreements with our 
neighbors Sands Twp, Skandia-West Branch Townships, Onota Township, 
Marquette City and Marquette Township as well as the Sheriffs Department 
Heavy Rescue Unit. The Fire Department work and train closely with these 
agencies and depend on each other during larger emergencies. 

The Fire Department is committed to keeping up with the latest 
technology and equipment at the least cost to our citizens. We aggressively 
seek grant opportunities for the purchase of new equipment. Chocolay Fire 
Department has been awarded many state and federal grants recently, with 
this money they have replaced self contained breathing apparatus, purchased 
a portable generator that will operate a shelter during power outages, 
replaced radios, provided wild fire turnout gear and thousands of dollars 
worth of smaller equipment. They have received many generous donations 
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from the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC). These funds have 
helped purchase a thermal imaging camera, new structural fire fighting tum 
out gear, brush fire unit and many other items. The Fire Department is truly 
grateful for the continued support we receive from the KBIC. 

The Fire Department completes many hours of training each month 
and volunteers meet at minimum twice a month for training and attend many 
specialized classes held around the UP each year. The training covers fire 
fighting, vehicle extrication, many types of rescue, hazardous materials 
operations level and many more topics. The men and women that protect us 
do all of this on top of their regular employment and family obligations. 

The Fire Department is very committed to fire prevention. Fire 
fighters visit local schools each year to teach fire safety, conduct programs at 
pre-schools and assisted living facilities. The Fire Department does pre
incident planning at commercial facilities and conduct yearly walk through 
evaluations at large structures in the community. 

MY YEARS AS FIRE CHIEF 
Submitted by Leo Goodwin 

In 1962 I moved to Chocolay from Ironwood. I had trained with the 
Ironwood Fire Department in Ironwood so was very interested in fire 
protection. The only fire protection that we had here in Chocolay was the 
Marquette City Fire Department. The agreement was that we would pay 
$1200.00 a year and $100 an hour for a fire call, and only if they did not 
have a fire at the same time. 

As Chocolay grew in size many realized this was not acceptable. So 
in 1966 we began meeting with interested people. We began meeting with 
the Township Board to keep them informed of our ideas and progress. 

Leo Goodwin was elected to be the first Fire Chief of the volunteer 
fire department, a position held until1996. With the help of the Township 
Board, especially Bertha Mukkala, we convinced them that we were serious 
about starting the fire department. We received our used pumper fire truck, 
a 500 gallon pumper, in 1968. The truck was stored in the bus garage in 
Beaver Grove until our fire-hall was built. The members of the volunteer 
group worked hard to build a 2,000 gallon tanker from a 2 'l2 ton GI surplus 
truck. From that time on we received much support from the Township 
Board and were able to progress into a well-equipped and trained 
department. 
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All of our members went through the necessary training that was 
mandated by the State of Michigan. Leo Goodwin was a certified instructor 
at that time. Our first charter members were Leo Goodwin, W. J. 
Menhennick, Bob McCormick, Don Maki, Al Beauchamp, Jim Reetz, Al 
Miles, Hank Trepanier, and Randy Duer. The Lions Club were also 
cooperating in our endeavors, purchasing our first Scott Air-Packs and other 
donations. 

I am so proud to have served Chocolay Township as the Fire Chief for 
26 years and give much credit to the dedicated volunteer firemen that served 
in the past and the ones that are serving at the present time. 
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SERVICES FOR CHOOLAY TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS 

Most telephone calls received by the township are in regard to the 
type of services that are offered 
for the township residents. Here 
are just a few of the services they 
perform or are available nearby 
for the community. Times, dates 
and services may change, so you 
may want to contact the telephone 
number listed with the service or 
the Chocolay Township office at 
(906) 249-1448 to assure that the 
service is still available. 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Available through Marquette County and located at the Marquette Service 
Center at 850 West Baraga from 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on each third 
Saturday- beginning in May and ending in October. For details contact the 
Marquette County Solid Waste Authority at (906) 249-4125 or visit their 
website at www.MCSWMA.com 

Christmas Tree Drop Off 
Chocolay Township annually provides drop-off of Christmas trees at the 
Beaver Grove Recreation Area. Trees can be dropped off the day after 
Christmas through the second Saturday of January. 

Direct Hauling to County Landfill 
Chocolay Township residents can haul items to the Marquette County 
Landfill by stopping at the Township to complete a Haulers' Agreement. A 
$3.00 monthly user fee will be charged along with a deposit. Direct hauling 
can be a considerable savings to Chocolay residents. 

Computer Donation 
Goodwill in Marquette is accepting computers of any brand and computer 
equipment at no charge. Residents must remove the data from their hard 
drives and other storage media before making the donation. Neither Dell nor 
Goodwill takes responsibility for that data. Questions call1-866-487-3873 
or visit www.reconnectpartnership.com 
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Brush Drop Off 
Brush can be brought to the Township office complex twice a year. The 
spring drop off is in May, beginning on third Monday, and going through the 
fourth Monday. The fall drop off is in October, beginning on the second 
Monday, and running through the third Monday. 
Rules for brush are as follows: 

1- No larger than 3 inches in diameter, and no longer than 8 feet 
2- Brush will be accepted during the daylight hours only 
3- A volume limit of no more than one level pickup box 
4- Please pile brush as high as possible. 

This is for brush only, No leaves, grass clippings, or other materials can be 
included. 

Purchasing Garbage Tags 
Tags can be purchased at the following businesses located in Harvey: 
Shaw's Service Station 
Kassel's Korner 
Snyder Drug Store 
Holiday Station 
Jack's SuperServ 
Citgo Station 
Chocolay Township Office 

Metal Drop Off at Marquette County Landfill 
Residents can drop off metal items free at the Marquette County Landfill 
located on County Road 480. The Landfill is open Monday through Friday 
from 7:00AM to 3:00PM. Stop at the Landfill office for directions when 
you enter the Landfill area, they will direct you where to drop it off. No 
other material can be attached to the metal (example: tires/seat on bike). 

Metal Collection 
Each year this service varies for many reasons such as if funds are available. 
You may want to contact the Township Office to find out if there will be a 
curbside pick-up metal curbside throughout the township. This generally 
occurs in the spring of the year. 

Rentals in Chocolay Township 
Recreation fields, the pavilion and the township meeting hall are all 
available for rental for your special event. Contact the Chocolay office for 
details. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

CHIEF KA WBA WGAM 

The first settlers enjoyed white fish and venison in Kawbawgam's 
settlement. Charles Kawbawgam made a living hunting and fishing to 
supply the pioneers food. He also operated a "hotel" which was soon 
nicknamed "BOGGAM HOUSE". The chief also carried mail and served as 
a guide. He married Charlotte, daughter ofMarjigeezick, the Native 
American who showed Philo M. Everett the location of iron ore in Negaunee 
in 1846. He and his wife lived first, near Cherry Creek and later moved to 
Presque Isle Avenue in Marquette. Blindness overcame Kawbawgam and he 
depended on help from friends for support. Peter White built him a house at 
the end of Presque Isle Park located east on Hawley Street. He died in 1902. 

FROM THE CENTENNIAL BOOK 

Chocolay Township was organized in March of 1860, plucked from 
Marquette Township, which then covered all of Marquette County. It was 
the fourth township created in the county. 

Because of the ups and downs of finance, and market and other 
conditions, Harvey's dreams for the village never materialized to the extent 
he had hoped; but, as the late Kenyon Boyer of Marquette pointed out in his 
"Historical Highlights" talk delivered over WDMJ in January 1956, "Harvey 
never became a ghost village, by any means." 

A small commercial fishing business was operated through these 
years also. It was located near the mouth of the Chocolay and was owned by 
August Roth, who used a gasoline launch in his work. At about this same 
time, Mrs. Frank Basal operated a candy store and post office at the top of 
Green Garden Hill. 

In 1912, Edward J. LaFayette opened a small mill in Harvey. He was 
from Vermont and an experienced cooper which is someone who 
traditionally makes rounded vessels from wood. He made wooden barrel 
hoops from black ash longs. This business ran for a few years and then 
LaFayette moved on. 

The Northern Orchard Company in Mangum was the only venture of 
its kind in Chocolay Township. 

For several years in the early 1900s, there were competing agencies 
for farm machinery at the farms of Arthur Baker and W. S. Ewing. In 1919 a 
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small flying field was started on the Howard Farm, about a mile north of 
what is now the State Fish Hatchery. This was chiefly devoted to selling IS
minute or half-hour rides and did a good business for awhile. However, this 
venture ultimately collapsed, as did its flimsy buildings, not long after. 

Mention should be made of the reopening of the old Sam brook Store 
by Clare Harrington, who used it as a tavern. After several changes at 
ownership, the business was known as Howard's Store and Tavern. Another 
building erected some time ago and still standing is the structure originally 
known as the Lark, a dance hall built by William Warren. 

Pictured are Mrs. Voce and Mr. McCarthy, oldest residents; 
and Sam Billings & Carmen Ewing, centennial co-chairpersons. 
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Perry's Gas Station owned by 
Alphee Perry located in 
Harvey where the current 
Citgo Station is located. 

Bell was being removed from the former 
Harvey School which is now the Chocolay 
Township Offices. 

Peterson's Pasty Shop was located on the comer ofUS41 South, 
and Wright Place in Harvey. 
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VOTE NAME FOR NEW LAKE 
Kawbawgam Lake newspaper clippings- February 24, 1933 

The supervisors yesterday recommended that the names of two 
Pickerel lakes located in Marquette County be changed to avoid confusion, 
as both are near Marquette. 

The board approved of a suggestion for changing the name of the 
Pickerel Lake located in Chocolay Township to Mangum Lake in honor of 
John D. Mangum, former mayor, Marquette. A farm owned by Mr. Mangum 
adjoins the lake. 

A proposal was also made that Pickerel lake, located in Marquette 
Township, be changed to Kawbawgam lake in honor of the late Indian 
Chief, Charlie Kawbawgam. Unless objections are raised by property 
owners residing in the vicinity of the lake; this name will be recommended 
to the state geographic committee. 

PICKEREL LAKES GIVEN NEW NAMES 
Lake Kawbawgam clipping, shortly after the Feb 24, 1933 article 

One Will Be Harlow Lake and the Other Kawbawgam Lake, Decision. 

Marquette County's two Pickerel lakes have been rechristened by the 
board of supervisors. Henceforth, the old Pickerel Lake in Marquette 
Township will be known as Harlow Lake, and the Pickerel Lake in Chocolay 
Township will be known as Lake Kawbawgam. 

The board's action is in line with the policy of the State Department of 
Conservation in changing names ofvarious bodies of waters located in 
Michigan, not only to avoid confusion because of similarity; but to give the 
inland waters titles that have some relationship to the history of the region in 
which they are located. 

The old Pickerel Lake north of the city has been named in honor of 
Amos A. Harlow, one of the pioneers of the district. The Harlow estate owns 
most of the land around the lake. Another factor which makes the name 
"Harlow Lake" appropriate is that the Boy Scout camp on the shore of the 
lake is called "Camp Harlow". 

Chocolay township residents in the vicinity of the Pickerel Lake in 
that township petitioned to have that body of water renamed Lake 
Kawbawgam. The name is in honor of Charlie Kawbawgam, Indian chief 
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who ~on the respect of Marquette residents during his long residence here. 
Kawbawgam died 30 years ago and a monument has been erected at Presque 
Isle in his honor. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF HARVEY CENTENNIAL 

Condensed from The Mining Journal, July 6, 1964 

Observed simultaneously was the creation ofChocolay Township 104 
years ago, and tribute was paid to the founding fathers in a speech presented 
on the porch of Silver 
Creek School by Marvin 
Heitman yesterday 
afternoon. Hundreds 
jammed the school yard 
to hear him. Heitman 
reviewed the history of 
the township and 
village, from the 
construction of the first 
blast furnace at the 
mouth of the Chocolay 
River by Charles T. 
Harvey in 1859, to the building of sawmills and settling offannlands that 
went hand in hand with it. Heitman's speech was followed by the beard
judging contest, and the women's costume division. The centennial 
activities began with a program for elderly citizens of the township Thursday 
night and an "old timers hoe down" dance for everyone Saturday night. 
Both were heavily attended. Sunday's festivities were launched with a huge 
parade that backed up traffic along US41 for blocks and was viewed by 
thousands along the route that wound through the streets ofHarvey. The 
parade was preceded by outdoor services in two Harvey churches and an 
indoor service in a third. It was followed by a family-style picnic on the 
grounds between the township buildings on US 41. Artifacts were on 
display in the Township Hall for the event. 

a/ became part of the committee because I knew more about the history 
than any other particular person- !lived (in Harvey) all my life, and my 
family had lived in Marquette since 1850." Chester Bignall 
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REMEMBRANCES 

Submitted by Elry Reetz 

There was an airport in the vicinity of the Mobile Home Park in 
Beaver Grove. Sigurd Wilson was one of the pilots/manager as well as 
Albert Malmgren. They built their own planes. Albert Malmgren and one 
passenger died in a crash on August 10, 1933. Another landing field was 
located just offM-28 on the North side ofthe road commonly known as the 
Benny Peramaki Field. 

After the railroad went through, a small building about eight feet 
square was built for a post office on the north side of the river near the north 
end of the old bridge. It was later moved onto the Harvey property on Main 
Street and also operated as a print shop by Herbert Harvey. 

In an article on October 1911 stated that the post offices at Harvey 
and Green Garden had been closed that year and that J. G. Koepp, the former 
postmaster at Harvey, was the carrier. One hundred twenty one families on a 
24 mile route were served by the postal route. 

GREEN GARDEN POST OFFICE 
Submitted by Marilyn Heitman 

from infonnation supplied by Jim Carter 

The first post office was established in the home of William Koepp 
(who was a potato farmer) in 1894 until1904 when Albert Bauer took it 
over. In 1906, Augusta Basal was appointed as postmistress until1911. 
Augusta later married and was known to the local residents as Mrs. Maki. 
The post office was located in her home along with a small store. The 
location was the comer of Green Garden Road and US 41 South. 

In 1911 the post offices at Harvey and Green Garden were abolished 
and J. G. Koepp (former Harvey postmaster) took over delivering the mail 
on a route of 25 miles and served 25 families. Jim Carter talked to the 
postmaster, who said residents had been granted permission to use Harvey 
and Green Garden as their city mailing address when using the Marquette, 
MI zip code of 49855. 
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KA WBA WGAM VILLAGE PROJECT TO FEATURE AIRSTRIP 

September 15, 1967, The Mining Journal Abridged 

Kawbawgam Village, one of Michigan's most unusual residential 
suburbs, is being developed in Chocolay Township. Located just south ofM-
28 along Kawbawgam Road the 830 acre project will feature a mile long 
airstrip, commercial district and recreational area. Application for approval 
of the airstrip has been made to state and federal authorities by Leo Glass, 
Kawbawgam Village developer. 

NEW LOOK FOR HARVEY 
Submitted by Ed Hudson and Jim Clem, Michigan Bell Magazine, May 
1963. 

It looked like Harvey was headed for trouble. You see, the time had 
been when street signs and house numbers were thought necessary only in 
larger towns ... not for small villages like Harvey, four miles south of 
Marquette. 

Folks there didn't need street numbers to know where their neighbors 
lived; local mail needed no street address to reach the proper person, and 
when a stranger came to town, he was directed to his destination via the 
time-honored, "turn left at the large gray house, past the store," But times 
have changed, and so has Harvey. More and more strange names have 
begun filing through the post office. Voter registration was difficult without 
street addresses. 

For Michigan Bell, there were problems in providing good service. 
For one thing, line assigning was needlessly difficult using the "thirteenth
pole-north-from-the-store" method. And when the new exchange came to 
Harvey in 1962, two enterprising Michigan Bell Office men decided that the 
day of the unnumbered house in Harvey should end. 

James Clem, whose job as plant engineer at Marquette was most 
directly affected, conceived the idea. Edward Hudson, Engineer, Marquette, 
and a resident of Harvey, was an enthusiastic partner. The two METers 
cemented their plans, and then offered them to officials in Chocolay 
Township. Little did they know that the offer would involve a good deal of 
their spare time over a year and one-half period. 
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It was a bit more involved than we had suspected," Clem admitted. 
"We drew up and modified maps that included not only Marquette and 
Harvey, but the entire area as far east as Munising and southward to Rapid 
River. While we assigned numbers to existing houses only in Harvey, we 
also had to leave "blanks" for future growth. 

"Finding names for the streets was comparatively easy," Ed said. 
"We took many of them from the original plat of Harvey, which had been 
drawn up nearly 100 years ago, but never used. Familiar names remained 
the same, of course, some we dreamed up, like naming one road for the first 
farmer to live along it." With the plan completed and the idea accepted 
officially by the Township Board, the Chocolay Township Lions Club took 
on the project of placing the street signs. 

Jim and Ed's initiative "speeded up a needed improvement in the 
community," according to A.J. Jacobson, Chocolay Township Supervisor, 
who worked closely with the two MBTers on the project. Jim Clem and Ed 
Hudson anticipate that their address system will open doors for even more 
telephone service improvements there in the future. And, that as far as Jim, 
Ed, our company, and our customers are concerned, will keep the shine on 
Harvey's new look for a long, long time. 

CHOCOLAY BEGINS A NEW ERA 
From The Sunday Sun, June 25, 1978 

Today is a big day in Chocolay. 
The township is dedicating its new office building - begun last 

November, built for 223, 090 and completed more than two months ahead of 
schedule. 

Open house is scheduled from 1 to 4 p.m. with the official dedication 
set for 1:30. Chocolay Supervisor Richard Rogers will welcome those 
attending and Clerk Helen Kopenski will deliver the formal words of 
dedication. 

With the help of longtime Chocolay resident and historian Chester 
Bignall, Kopenski also will present a history of the building which for many 
years served the township as a schoolhouse. The structure was renovated and 
an addition was built in the rear to permit centralization of all township 
offices in the new facility. 
Members of a Chocolay Brownie troop will plant a clump of birch trees and 
Chocolay police will conduct a flag raising ceremony to complete the 
official dedication program. 
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Among the dedication features will be an historical display including 
the original plans of the schoolhouse for Chocolay District No. 1. C. W. 
Lovejoy was the architect on the building when it was constructed sometime 
between 1895 and 1908, and some of the original architectural highlights 
were retained in the recent renovation. 

Works by local artists will be exhibited and flowers will be provided 
by Laila Whitefield who is donating a number of African violets to the 
township. 

The new Chocolay Township office building is on US 41 in Harvey, a 
few hundred feet south of the former township hall. 

Lincoln Poley, a Marquette architect, designed the addition and 
renovation work to preserve as closely as possible the original architecture 
of the old school house. LaBonte and Oatley of Marquette was the 
contracting firm on the job. 

Begun November 20, the project was financed in part by $$169,000 in 
Economic Development Administration funds. Chocolay Township paid the 
balance from a building fund which was begun during the 1960s. 

Woodwork is natural throughout the building and the earth tone wall 
colors are highlighted by deep orange, mauve, gold and other jewel-tones 
accents, as well as by muted globe lighting overhead. 

Kopenski told the Sun the township saved a good deal of money (she 
estimated 60 percent) by acquiring furniture for the building from Michigan 
Industries, operated by the state's prison system. 
The old township hall, which had been serving as both a community center 
and office building, was vacated when the new building was occupied this 
week and it -probably will be razed. The Township board held its last 
meeting in the old structure two weeks ago, ending an era. Boards have been 
convening in that building since September, 1883. 

Chocolay Township's first board meeting in the new building will 
take place at 7:30 tomorrow night- starting a whole new ear. 
The board room will be available for meetings by township organizations, 
Kopenski said. She added, 'We still need a community center, but this is a 
beginning." 

Landscaping around the new building, which is adjacent to the 
Chocolay Fire Hall, will be done by Township employees and Marquette
Alger Intermediate School District students involve in a summer work 
program. 

Persons attending the open house and dedication are reminded by 
Kopenski that the only entry to the new office building is off Silver Creek 
Road behind the now vacant township hall. 
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MEMO TO CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP BOARD 
From Helen St. Aubin, Township Clerk, May 25, 1984 

THE BALL IS ROLLING! Very Quickly!! Need your advise now!! 
At the May 7, 1984 Township Board Meeting, by board consensus, 

John Greenberg and I were to get together with John Peterson, CABA, to get 
cost estimates for a Pavilion. The memo (April 13) I prepared some 
estimates: $8,400 for a package deal or $6,400 to purchase materials locally 
with labor donated. 

John Peterson did more than get estimates! He has the contractor set 
to put the pavilion up and he has just about all the materials donated! St. 
Onge and Sons will construct and provide spikes and nails. Fraco Concrete, 
Inc. and Beltone Hearing Aid Service are donating the cement. Wicks and 
41 Lumber Companies are donating roof materials. Great Lakes Building 
Supply is donating posts and sills. Flannigan Hiawatha Log Homes is 
donating veneer logs, Shaw's Gas Station, Blondeau Trucking, LaRue's 
Town and Country, Peninsula Sanitation, and Beltone Hearing Aid Service 
are all donating trusses. 

The only things needed to be funded are the roof shangles (no
they're not shingles), roofing nails and the building permit. 

The pavilion is to be 20' x 40' in the location shown on the zoning 
permit. The location was greed upon by we three plus Larry Gould and 
Mark Maki. We felt that it was the best site and no trees will have to be cut. 
Also, we felt the 'village green' would not be a good site because it is in the 
direct sun light; the pavilion would kind of stick out like a sore thumb, rather 
than blend in with the trees, and also, the area was recently filled in subject 
to settling thereby, if we put a concrete slab on it, it could settle and crack .. 
Also, the water is located between the fire hall and the 'proposed pavilion." 

The pavilion will be constructed as follows: 12 post holes dug out, 
posts put in place, pavilion constructed, concrete slab poured, landscaping. 
It will be of log construction-very neat! 

Now my reason for this memo so early-the heavy piece of 
equipment that drills out the holes is here now and leaves next week and will 
be gone for two months-so John Peterson wants to drill the holes within a 
couple of days and the contractors want to start as soon as possible-before 
the June 4 meeting. As you can see-I got this Zoning Permit and will get 
the Building Permit from the County. If you have problems with anything 
pertaining to what has been done on starting the pavilion now, please let me 
know AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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John Peterson wants the board to consider the following: The Board 
had proposed a pavilion for $6,400-and there was consensus to go ahead 
with a pavilion-and he wants the board to take the $6,400 and put it into 
the Community Center Fund. That was his selling point!!!! 

We also are going to have to discuss the policy for use, signs for 
events, and Building Permit Cost. 

The business community is really working for our township. In fact, 
on Sunday, John Peterson and others have arranged for: Blondeau Trucking 
with his Hff 100 to dig out stumps and load them at the soccer field into 
trucks owned by Koski, Oberstar, Smith, and LaJeunesse, and they will be 
dumping the stumps down on property off Silver Creek Road. Refreshments 
will be served to the truckers by LaRue's Town and Country. (If you have 
time, stop over and show your appreciation.) 

Our Chocolay Area Business Association is quickly becoming: 
"COMMUNITY IN ACTION BUSINESS ASSOCIATION." Thanks. 

June 13, 2008 
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