
October 20, 2008

A Regular meeting of the Chocolay Township Board was held on Monday, October 20, 2008 at the 
Chocolay Township Office, 5010 U. S. 41 South, Marquette, MI.  Supervisor Seppanen called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  
        
TOWNSHIP BOARD.
PRESENT:  Greg Seppanen, Arlene Hill, John Greenberg, John Trudeau, Don Britton, Ken Tabor.
ABSENT: Dan Maki.

STAFF PRESENT: Jennifer Thum, Mary Sanders, Denny Magadanz, Brad Johnson, Tina Fuller, Mike 
Disch.

MINUTES –September 15, 2008 and October 8, 2008.
Greenberg moved, Tabor second that the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 15, 2008 and the 
special meeting held on October 8, 2008 are approved.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS.
Tabor moved, Britton second to change item XIII.A Employee recognition to Supervisor’s report.  Under 
Presentations add Art Loren, Marquette County Work Crew Director – Chocolay Township Marina project. 
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT.  
Theresa Scram, 256 Shot Point Drive – Spoke against the Iron Ore Heritage Trail.

Cathy Church – Running for Prosecutor in Marquette County as an independent candidate and wanted to 
introduce herself to the Board.

Sharon Kivikko, 1490 Knudson Road, Gwinn, Mi.- Manages a house Chocolay Township at 101 
Timberlane and represents the owner of the home. She had a complaint about the zoning administrator in 
Chocolay Township.

PUBLIC HEARING- FY2009 BUDGET.
The public hearing opened at 7:20 pm.  There was no comment from the public and the public hearing 
closed at 7:23 pm.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE.
Hill moved, Tabor second that bills totaling $38,518.86 checks numbered 14966– 15001 be approved for 
payment.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Trudeau moved, Britton second that bills totaling $38,826.24 checks numbered 15002 – 15035 be approved 
for payment.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Britton moved, Trudeau second that payroll for September 18, 2008 for $27,561.52, October 2, 2008 for 
$24,492.57 and October 16, 2008 for $34,082.51 be approved for payment.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

FINANCIAL AND TREASURER’S REPORTS WERE RECEIVED AND PLACED ON FILE.

PRESENTATION – ART LAUREN, MARQUETTE COUNTY WORK CREW PROGRAM.  The work 
crew from the Marquette Department of Corrections has nearly completed the work at the Chocolay 
Township Marina public access for boardwalk fishing  pier.  He gave a slide presentation showing the work 
completed at the Marina.

SUPERVISORS REPORT. 
1. Employee recognition – Micheal Disch, D.P.W. Maintenance Worker.
2. Discussing the Senior Center issue, Trustee Britton is on the Board.
3. Still working on a Chocolay Township ethics policy.
4. Zoning Administrator/Reprimand for home invasion.

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 34-08-01 HOME OCCUPATION.
HOME OCCUPATION: 

1. II. DEFINITIONS: (PAGE 9)
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a. Home Occupation: A commercial activity, in a residential zoning district, carried 
on by an occupant of a dwelling unit as a secondary use subordinate and incidental 
to the use of the dwelling unit as a residence. (section 6.9)

2. Section 6.9; page 53. HOME OCCUPATIONS
a. Home Occupations are permitted as a Conditional Use in R1, R2, MFR,  LSR, and 

AF districts when in conformance with the following requirements:
1. Uses Allowed: Uses that comply with all of the standards of this subsection 

and those provided for under conditional uses, unless  specifically prohibited 
elsewhere in the zoning ordinance. No more then one home occupation is 
permitted per parcel.

2. Size: A home occupation may not occupy more than twenty-five percent of the 
gross area of any one story, structure, or dwelling used for the home 
occupation.

3. Prohibited Uses: The following uses are prohibited as home occupations in the 
R1, R2, MFR and LSR districts:

a. Any type of repair, assembly or storage, sale or manufacture of 
vehicles, or any other work related to motor vehicles and their parts.

b. Animal Boarding Facilities includes Kennels, commercial stables and 
all other similar uses.

c. Restaurants are prohibited as home occupations in all districts.
4. Location: All work areas and activities associated with home occupations must 

be conducted either inside the principal dwelling unit, or in accessory building 
or garage. 

5. Exterior Appearance: There shall be no evidence of the conduct of a home 
occupation when viewed from the street right-of-way or from an adjacent lot. 
There may be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling unit that 
houses a home occupation or the site upon which it is conducted.

6. Operational Impacts: No home occupation or equipment used in conjunction 
with a home occupation may cause odor, vibration, noise, electrical 
interference or fluctuation in voltage or the use of hazardous substances or 
materials. 

7. Traffic: No traffic shall be generated by any home occupation in greater 
volume than would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood.

8. Registration: Any person conducting a home occupation shall notify and 
register with the Zoning Administrator, within thirty days of the beginning use, 
or within sixty days of the effective date of this Ordinance, whichever is later.

Tabor moved, Britton second to approve Zoning Amendment #34-08-01 Home Occupation revision dated 
October 15, 2008.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION AMENDING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND BUDGET FY 2008 AMENDMENT 
NO. 5  FEDERAL GRANT – VEHICLE STABILIZATION CRIBBING AND STRUTS. 
Greenberg moved, Hill second that Whereas, a budget was adopted by the Chocolay Township Board to 
govern the expenditures of anticipated capital improvements fund receipts within the township on December 
17, 2007, for the next fiscal year, and Whereas, as a result of unanticipated changes in revenues and/or 
needed expenditures, it is necessary to modify the aforesaid budget between revenues and expenditures, 
Now Therefore, Be It Hereby Resolved, that the aforesaid budget be hereby modified as follows:

EXPENDITURE             PREVIOUS                 CHANGE                   AMENDED
Fire Department
Capital Outlay                   
401.341.957              $0       + $4,557.00 $  4,557.00
 
REVENUE                       PREVIOUS                 CHANGE                    AMENDED
Federal Grant
401.501    $28,421.00            + $4,557.00  $32,978.00      
 ROLL CALL.
AYES: Hill, Tabor, Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.
                
RESOLUTION AMENDING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND BUDGET FY 2008 AMENDMENT 
NO. 6  FEDERAL REGIONAL GRANT.
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Greenberg moved,  Hill  second that Whereas, a budget was adopted by the Chocolay Township Board to 
govern the expenditures of anticipated capital improvements fund receipts within the township on December 
17, 2007, for the next fiscal year, and Whereas, as a result of unanticipated changes in revenues and/or 
needed expenditures, it is necessary to modify the aforesaid budget between revenues and expenditures, 
Now Therefore, Be It Hereby Resolved, that the aforesaid budget be hereby modified as follows:

EXPENDITURE             PREVIOUS                 CHANGE                   AMENDED
Fire Department
Capital Outlay                   
401.341.957              $4,557.00          +$281,060.60 $285,617.60
 
REVENUE                       PREVIOUS                 CHANGE                    AMENDED
Federal Grant
401.501    $32,978.00        +$281,060.60   $314,038.60
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Hill, Tabor, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

PURCHASE OF NEW COMPUTER, POLICE DEPARTMENT.
Trudeau moved, Britton second to approve the purchase of a desktop computer, including installation from 
Lasco at a total cost of $1,009.15.  This will be paid from the Capital Improvement Fund account 401
305.957.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Hill, Tabor, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

GUIDELINES FOR POVERTY EXEMPTIONS FROM PROPERTY  TAXES.
Trudeau moved, Britton second to establish guidelines fro granting of poverty exemptions from property 
taxes pursuant to MCL  211.7u.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

WASTEWATER FEE REDUCTION FOR A & W RESTAURANT.
Britton moved, Trudeau second that under Ordinance #39-9-D-2a the sewer bill  for the building located at 
6040 U S 41 South  (A & W Restaurant) be reduced to 1 equivalent user as of October 1, 2008, until the 
building is sold or occupied by someone else.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

EAST MAIN STREET DRIVEWAY PAVING.
Britton moved, Tabor second that Chocolay Township pay $1,613.00 out of the sewer fund capital outlay 
571.957 to Superior Paving toward the work done at 167 East Main Street.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Hill, Tabor, Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

WATER TRAIL EXPENDITURE REQUEST.
Britton moved, Tabor second to acquire the additional building materials and provide the additional labor by 
the Marquette County Community Correction Department to complete the work on the water trail boardwalk 
and fishing pier with the expenditure being taken from the Capital Improvements Fund Recreation account 
401.708.957 for a total not to exceed $2,563.14.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Hill, Tabor, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

MIOSHA SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.
Tabor moved,  Hill second to agree to submit $2,500.00 in reduced fines to the State of Michigan resulting 
from accepted violations with expenditures being taken from the Other General Government Insurance 
account #101.285.910.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Hill, Tabor, Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

SPECIAL ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING FEE.
The Board discussed waiving the Special Meeting Fee for Kenlyn Hubbard, 121 Wintergreen Trail, because 
there is no regularly scheduled meeting until March 2009.  The Board did not feel waiving the fee was 
appropriate.  The Board also felt that six months between meetings was too long.  

Greenberg moved, Trudeau second that the Zoning Board of Appeals schedules a Regular meeting for 
December 2008.
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AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

BUDGET WORKSHOP FY2009.
The Board discussed the Road millage and whether the Marquette County Road Commission or the private 
sector will do road work for Chocolay Township next year.  The Board discussed the structure change in the 
Department of Public Works, 4% salary increase for officers and boards and commissions and the change in 
our health insurance.   The board will go through the individual departments at the November 10, 2008 
regular board meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT.
Treasurer Greenberg – Comment on a new federal act for “identity theft protection program” for townships 
that provide utility services.

Trustee Trudeau – Commented on the Township policy on computer usage.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.
A. Police Department Quarterly Stats
B. Iron Ore Heritage Trail Authority Minutes
C. Communication from the Marquette County Solid Waster Management 

Supervisor Seppanen adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm.

 ________________________ _________________________
Arlene E. Hill, CMC Mary L. Sanders, CMC
Clerk Deputy Clerk
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