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Chapter 9 
AREAS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Throughout this Plan, mention has been made of "areas of particular concern." Originally 
an environmental planning concept used by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources to indicate potentially threatened habitat areas, the term, “Areas of Particular 
Concern” was expanded in the 1989 Chocolay Township Comprehensive Plan to include 
both cultural and natural resource areas. In this update of the Comprehensive Plan, 
Areas of Particular Concern are defined as those geographic areas which are significant 
because of their importance to a quality of human living and the enrichment of the 
human experience. This may be due to unique values, resources, problems, or conflicts. 
They incorporate these key concepts: a) they are limited in quantity either in total 
amount or within any given geographic area; b) they are irreplaceable; once destroyed 
or altered, the resources will not or cannot be replaced, c) they are sensitive and fragile 
areas, and d) Township growth patterns place a unique burden on the land, water, 
infrastructure or existing or future occupants of the area. 
 

Photo 9-1 
Areas of Particular Concern Include Areas that are Irreplaceable, Fragile, Limited 

and have Unique Value – Many are Natural Areas 

 

 
 
For areas identified as such, the underlying objective is to express some measure of 
concern, and to manage these areas so as to conserve resources, resolve conflicts, and 
foster preferable land and water uses. It is inevitable that the expanding needs for 
development will impact Areas of Particular Concern, either directly or indirectly. 
However, to provide for the orderly and coherent development of those areas and 
surrounding lands, this Plan should incorporate the appropriate management principles 
for Township Areas of Particular Concern, including measures to coordinate with 
agencies at various levels of government.  
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This chapter will attempt to provide a guide in identifying and dealing with Areas of 
Particular Concern. This discussion will include natural, and cultural Areas of Particular 
Concern. It will consist of those areas previously mentioned in this Plan and other 
significant Areas of Particular Concern found within the Township. This chapter then 
concludes with suggestions for specifically managing Chocolay Township's proposed 
Areas of Particular Concern. 
 
The 1989 Plan included a Decision Map to indicate areas used, suitable or suitable with 
limitations for different purposes. Instead of a Decision Map, an Areas of Concern Map 
(Map 9-1) has been created to reflect current important issues, including areas of 
particular concern. Many other special areas, especially environmental ones, are 
depicted on maps in other chapters (especially Chapter 4). 
 
PROPOSED AREAS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP 

The list below is an inventory of those areas deserving classification as an Area of 
Particular Concern. It is separated into natural areas and cultural areas. Natural areas 
are those characterized by a lack of human land change activity even though they may 
or may not be under human control now. Cultural Areas of Particular Concern are 
man-made or developed artifacts. Other areas include those involving infrastructure or 
recent and anticipated settlements. The categories are clear-cut and self-explanatory. 
The following listing is by no means conclusive, and should continue to be periodically 
updated. 
 
Natural Areas of Particular Concern 

1. Environmental (wetlands, wildlife, plant life areas, etc.) 

 Cherry Creek watershed 

 Waterfowl area on Lake LeVasseur 

 Escanaba River State Forest 

 Jeske Flooding 

 Natural features as identified in the Marquette County Natural Features Inventory 

 All wetlands within the Township as identified in the Comprehensive Plan or as 
determined by the DNR or Zoning Administrator 

 
Photo 9-2 

Chocolay Township has Significant Natural Areas 
of Particular Concern, such as Lake Le Vasseur 
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2. Wilderness and Natural/Scientific Area 

 Fish hatchery on Cherry Creek 

 Waterfowl area on Lake LeVasseur 
 
3. Geologic Formations 

 Steep sloped areas as identified in the Comprehensive Plan 

 Protruding bedrock areas as identified in the Comprehensive Plan 

 Rock Bluff area. See Map 9-1, Areas of Particular Concern Map. 
 
4. Flood Areas 

 All flood areas identified in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Flood Rate, Flood Hazard Areas Map, Map for Chocolay Township. See Map 4-4 
in Chapter 4. 

 
5. Erosion Areas 

 High-risk erosion areas on Lake Superior shoreline as identified on Map 4-5 in 
Chapter 5. 

 
6. Shorelands 

 High-risk erosion areas as designated on the Lake Superior shoreline. See Map 
4-5. 

 Chocolay River mouth 

 Coastal shores of Lake Superior (Harvey and Shot Point area) 

 All Lake Superior waters and bottomlands 
7. Lakes (inland) 

 Lake Kawbawgam and Lake LeVasseur 
 
8. Rivers and Streams 

 All rivers and streams within the Township 

 In particular, the Chocolay River Watershed.  
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Photo 9-3 

Stream Crossing Stabilization on Chocolay River 

 

 
Source: Chocolay River Watershed Project 

 

9.  Agricultural Lands 

 All land currently under cultivation.  
 
10. Prime Forestry Lands 

 Forested areas on steep slope areas 

 Forested area in southeastern part of Township along M-28 
 
11. Mineral Resources 

 Existing gravel and sand operations in the Township. 
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Map 9-1 
Chocolay Township Areas of Concern Map 
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Cultural Areas of Particular Concern 
1. Aesthetic Areas 

 US-41 corridor from the Township line south toward Green Garden.  

 Eastern entry and highway scenic turnouts on M-28 along Lake Superior. 

 Natural scenery along highways and local roads in general 
 

Photo 9-4 
Green Garden Area is an Aesthetic Area of Particular Concern 

 

 
 
2. Recreation Areas 

 Marina on Chocolay River.  

 Snowmobile trail and Chocolay River crossing.  

 Rock Bluff Area (privately owned).  

 State forest lands. The Escanaba River State Forest occupies a large portion of 
Chocolay Township, but primarily in the sparsely settled eastern part of the 
Township. It provides a variety of recreational opportunities, including hunting, 
hiking, and fishing. 

 Highway scenic turnouts on M-28 

 State roadside park on M-28 

 Public access site on Lake LeVasseur and Jeske Flooding 
 
3. Historic Sites 

 Those areas identified by the Marquette County Historical Society 
 
4. Urbanizing Areas 

 Shot Point residential area  

 Kawbawgam Lake 

 Lakewood Lane area east of Harvey  

 Harvey—nonconforming Zoning with regards to lot dimensions.  

 Intersection of M-28 and US-41.  

 The commercial corridor of M-28/US-41 from the west Township Line to the 
Intersection of M-28/US-41.  

 Casino Area.  
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Photo 9-5 
The Casino Area is an Urbanizing Area of Particular Concern 

 

 
 
 
MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES FOR CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP'S  
PROPOSED AREAS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN 

For those potential Areas of Particular Concern identified in Chocolay Township, a 
program of management and preservation must be explored. The kinds of management 
techniques employed are dependent on local decisions. To assist in this decision 
making, Chocolay must make a concerted effort to officially identify and develop an 
inventory of Areas of Particular Concern on a regular basis. The inventory in this chapter 
is intended to begin the process. The discussion on the Criteria for Areas of Particular 
Concern will provide a minimum basis for the identification process of any other, or new 
areas. Once identified, the Township must prioritize its listing, recognizing that each area 
represents a certain "value." Areas will vary in importance. Those given a higher priority 
will require more stringent protection. Those less important will have less rigorous 
regulations or be put off to a later point in the implementation process. 
 
For the most part, the Township's management program will be limited to use of zoning 
and development controls as described previously. It is recommended that they 
participate with County, State, or Federal programs geared towards preserving these 
unique areas. They should continue to enforce the traditional protective ordinances, 
such as the county health codes, building permits, zoning permits, etc.  
 
The following discussion will identify possible management programs for those Areas of 
Particular Concern in Chocolay Township. Parts of this discussion will be more detailed 
than others. That is because many of the Areas of Particular Concern identified were 
general in nature - rivers and streams, lakes, wetlands, etc. - while others are more 
specific - the waterfowl area, fish hatchery, etc. - requiring specific management 
techniques. The DEQ has a helpful local guidebook available that addresses many of 
these areas. It is entitled Filling the Gaps: Environmental Protection Options for 
Local Governments, 2003. It is available for downloading at 
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3313_3677_3696-73358--,00.html, and the 
appendix to the report includes sample zoning regulations. 
 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3313_3677_3696-73358--,00.html
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Natural Areas of Particular Concern 
1. Environmental Areas 

A. Cherry Creek Watershed, Lake LeVasseur Waterfowl Area and Escanaba River 
State Forest 
The Cherry Creek Watershed, which supports the State Fish Hatchery, and 
waterfowl area on Lake LeVasseur are both outside the jurisdiction of the Township. 
They are in State ownership and are presently under a management program. The 
Township should actively participate in management planning for these areas. 
However, for zoning purposes, it is recommended that both areas remain zoned 
Open Space. The Township should take steps to safeguard the Cherry Creek 
watershed area by supporting the activities of the Chocolay River Watershed Project, 
which benefits the Cherry Creek watershed.  

 
B. Chocolay Township Wetlands 
A management program for the Township wetlands should include enforcement of 
county health codes, state building codes, and Land Division Act, (formerly the 
Subdivision Control Act), P.A. 288 of 1967 as amended, as well as the Wetlands 
Protection Act, Part 303 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 
PA 451 of 1994. The Farmlands and Open Space Preservation Act, Part 361 of PA 
451 of 1994, offers certain tax deferral options to property owners who enter into an 
open space agreement with the State or local unit for at least ten years. The 
Township should also endorse and enforce where appropriate those sections of the 
Inland Lakes and Streams Act, Part 301 of PA 451 of 1994 of 1972, the Endangered 
Species Act, Part 365 of PA 451 of 1994, the Shorelands Protection and 
Management Act, Part 323 of PA 451 of 1994, and the Wetlands Protection Act, Part 
303 of PA 451 of 1994, related to the preservation and utilization of wetlands. For 
zoning purposes, all large wetlands should fall into the Open Space and Resource 
Production districts. 
 
C. Natural Features. A wide variety of management techniques are available for 
protecting natural features on private lands. Primarily, education of landowners is 
needed in order to raise their consciousness about the existence and importance of 
natural features. A landowner’s guide is available from the DNR (Managing 
Michigan’s Wildlife: A Landowner’s Guide, available from the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources at 
www.michigandnr.com/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/landowners_Guide/Re
source_Dir/Acrobat/index.htm.), plus the assistance of staff of the Marquette County 
Soil    and Water Conservation District should be promoted. In addition a publication 
targeted to both citizens and Township officials is also available. Entitled Your 
Upper Peninsula: A Guide to Planning for Tomorrow’s Shorelines, it presents a 

variety of shoreline planning tools that can help preserve a natural appearing 
shoreline as well as water quality. It is available from the National Wildlife Federation 
(www.nwf.org) and the Central Lake Superior Watershed Partnership 
(www.superiorwatersheds.org).  

 
2. Wilderness and Natural/Scientific Areas 

See the discussion under subsection "A" under Environmental Areas for the areas 
identified under this section, the State Fish Hatchery, the Lake LeVasseur Waterfowl 
Area and Escanaba River State Forest. 

 
 

http://www.nwf.org/
http://www.superiorwatersheds.org/
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Photo 9-6 
Management Concerns over Wilderness and Natural/Scientific Areas, such as the 

Lake LeVasseur Wetland Project Involves Working with State Agencies 

 

 
 
3. Geologic Formations 

A. Steep Sloped Areas: The steeped sloped areas of the Township are generally 
less desirable for most types of development because of the higher construction 
costs, high erosion possibilities when soils are disrupted, and the high cost of 
providing public services like road construction, snow plowing, sewage collection, 
etc. Therefore, intense types of development should be limited. The two larger areas 
in the southwestern portion of the Township can support good timber production; this 
is encouraged to avoid erosion problems. The area should be zoned Open Space. 
 

Photo 9-7 
Protruding Bedrock Areas are Notable in Good and Bad Weather 

 

 
 

B. Protruding Bedrock Areas: Protruding bedrock can create development problems 
in construction of septic tank drain fields, public sewer lines, or construction on its 
rock bluffs. It is recommended that intense development be limited in those areas 
because of those problems; and if development occurs, it can be monitored by 
enforcing the health, building, and subdivision controls. Most of the bedrock areas on 
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the eastern portion of the Township is on State-owned lands and should remain 
zoned for Open Space. The rock bluffs in the northwest corner of the Township 
should be closely monitored because the pressure for intense development exists. 

 
4. Flood Areas 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has issued a final Flood Hazard 
Boundary Map identifying those lands lying within the one hundred year floodplain. It 
is recommended that the Township prohibit any new construction, expansion of 
existing structures or fill within the floodplain areas and that they participate in the 
Federal Flood Insurance Program to provide proper protection for those areas 
affected by floods. Most major flood areas should remain zoned for Open Space or 
Resource Production. 

 
5. Erosion Areas 

Management efforts to curtail Lake Superior shoreline erosion stem originally from 
the Shorelands Protection and Management Act (now Part 323 of PA 451 of 1994). 
The State has performed a study of the High Risk Erosion areas and has developed 
a management program of which Chocolay Township is a part. The DEQ has 
established setbacks by calculating the known receding rate of the banks. Permits 
must be obtained from the DEQ for construction on properties designated as high 
risk erosion areas. Those lands not developed should be zoned Open Space. Map 4-
5 identifies all High Risk Erosion areas in the Township. 

 
6. Shorelands 

A. High Risk Erosion Areas: Refer to the high risk erosion discussion above. 
 
B. Chocolay River Mouth: The Chocolay River mouth is experiencing a 
sedimentation problem, sometimes restricting access to Lake Superior. Keeping the 
mouth open for public use would help boating access from the marina. It is also a 
problem identified by the Chocolay River Watershed Project. The Township should 
contact the Army Corps of Engineers to determine what procedures would be 
necessary to keep it free flowing, and promote best management practices identified 
by the Chocolay River Watershed Management Project to help reduce 
sedimentation. 
 
C. Coastal Lakes, Lake Superior Waters and Bottom Lands: Coastal lakes and rivers 
are covered by the Shorelands Protection and Management Act, Part 323 of PA 451 
of 1994 and Great Lakes Submerged Lands, Part 325 of PA 451 of 1994. It is 
recommended that reasonable setbacks be established in the Zoning Ordinance to 
provide protection of water quality, aesthetic quality, and resource integrity. 
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Photo 9-8 

Protect Water Quality, Aesthetic Quality, 
and Resource Integrity of Coastal Lakes and Rivers 

 

 
 
7. Lakes (Inland) 

Lake LeVasseur is wholly within the jurisdiction of the State and is discussed in 
Subsection "A" of Environmental Areas. Kawbawgam Lake is in private ownership 
and is experiencing rapid development along its shores. The area surrounding the 
eastern, western and southern sides of the lake is within the proposed flood hazard 
area and wetland area, and should follow those recommendations, as discussed 
above. For those developed areas, it is recommended that reasonable setbacks be 
established in the Zoning Ordinance to preserve their integrity. The Township should 
enforce all developmental controls, the Subdivision Controls, State Building Code, 
and Health Code, as well as the Inland Lakes and Streams Act. 

 
8. Rivers and Streams 

All streams and rivers should be afforded a minimum amount of protection from 
overuse and intense development. Those portions surrounded by wetlands or flood 
hazard areas should follow the recommendations for those areas. Reasonable 
setbacks should be established through the Zoning Ordinance. The Township should 
enforce developmental controls, as well as honoring the Inland Lakes and Streams 
Act, Part 301 of PA 451 of 1994 and the Local River Management Act, Part 311 of 
PA 451 of 1994. 

 
The Chocolay River Watershed Project, managed by the Marquette County Soil and 
Water Conservation District along with many partners, developed a program of 
restoration, education and conservation in order to protect this valuable water 
resource. The Chocolay River Watershed Management Plan is available by 
contacting the Marquette County Soil and Water Conservation District or online at 
http://www.portup.com/%7Elindq/. The Watershed Project has been involved in the 
clean-up of contamination, stream restoration, dam removal, implementing forestry 
best management practices and other stewardship activities. There are many road 
crossings of streams in the watershed, and these are of particular concern as 
possible sites of sediment and other contamination. See Map 9-1. 

 
 

http://www.portup.com/~lindq/
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Map 9-2. 

Road Crossings of Streams in the Chocolay River Watershed 
 

 
From Updates to the Chocolay River Watershed Restoration and 

Management Plan, Chocolay River Watershed Project. 

 
9. Prime Agricultural Lands 

Only agricultural lands under current cultivation have been identified as prime 
agricultural lands for Chocolay Township. It is recommended that the Township work 
closely with the Marquette County Soil and Water Conservation District to continually 
redefine Chocolay's responsibility to agricultural production needs. Zoning 
agricultural land as Open Space or Resource Production can provide the necessary 
protection from unwanted development. The Farmlands and Open Space Act will 
also prevent development for the period of the PA 116 contract, as discussed earlier, 
if property owners were inclined to enroll. 

 
10. Prime Forested Lands 

Chocolay Township has no major commercial timber production even though it is 
extensively forested. Much of the eastern portion of the Township is within the 
Escanaba River State Forest and therefore is outside the Township's jurisdiction. It is 
recommended that Chocolay work closely with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and DNR to determine the potential productivity of the private forested lands. 
To preserve the quality and quantity of forested lands along roadway, rivers, 
streams, lakes and ponds, reasonable setbacks could be utilized. To preserve larger 
tracts of forested lands the Private Forest Reserve Act, Part 5 of PA 451 of 1994, 
could be instituted. If commercial land is involved, the Commercial Forest Act, Part 
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511 of PA 451 of 1994, would be involved. Lands intended to be preserved for its 
timber resources should be zoned Open Space (timber resource) or Resource 
Production. 

 
11. Mineral Resources 

Existing gravel and sand operations are the only mineral resource areas in Chocolay. 
More valuable mineral resources only exist in trace amounts and are not 
economically feasible for extraction at this time. To ensure protection to those 
resource areas and provide maximum limits on how much extraction should occur, it 
is recommended that an industrial mining zoning classification be used on only those 
specified areas, if and when they are ever formally identified. 

 
Cultural Areas of Particular Concern 

The location of some of the cultural areas of concern identified below can be found on 
Map 9-1, Areas of Concern and maps in other chapters should be referenced where 
indicated. 
 
1. Aesthetic Areas 

A. US-41 corridor from the Township line north toward Green Garden. This area lies 
in the viewshed along both sides of US-41 as it slopes down toward the north, 
allowing distant views of relatively undeveloped scenery. Most of the area is in 
private ownership and protecting this scenic resource will be a challenge if 
conservation easements are not obtained. An overlook at a high point along the 
highway should be developed. MDOT grant funds should be explored. 
 
B. Eastern entry and highway scenic turnouts on east M-28. These are valuable 
public assets owned by MDOT and maintained by Chocolay Township and should be 
protected. They provide stunning views of the Lake Superior shoreline. (See scenic 
turnouts on Map 6-1). 
 
C. Natural scenic areas in general. Scenic roadsides in all areas of the Township can 
be protected by adequate setbacks, appropriate sign regulations, and design 
guidelines that promote the use of scenic easements (can be donated instead of 
purchased if owners are willing) and natural vegetative screening, either left standing 
during the construction process or restored in roadside areas already cleared. A 
scenic protection plan should be prepared to identify areas worthy of long term 
protection. 
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Photo 9-9 
Many Roads in Chocolay Township are Scenic, such as CR 480 

 

 
 
2. Recreation Areas 

For the location of recreation areas, see Map 6-1, Chocolay Township Public 
Facilities in Chapter 6. The state forested lands, highway turnouts, and Lake 
LeVasseur public access site are out of the jurisdiction of the Township. For zoning 
purposes, they should remain zoned Open Space.  

 
A. Marina. The marina, which is primarily a boat ramp, is located on the Chocolay 
River about 1,500 feet from Lake Superior, and shallow water is sometimes a 
problem for boaters seeking access to the big lake. The 2004 Recreation Plan 
proposes minor improvements to this site. 
 
B. Snowmobile trail and Chocolay River crossing. Snowmobile owners can use their 
machines on a trail in the northern part of the Township. However, there are 
problems with the trail. It passes through a residential area, with resulting conflicts 
over noise, late night use and speeds. There is no separate snowmobile crossing of 
the Chocolay River, so snowmobilers use the M-28 bridge, which is not designed for 
safe snowmobile use. A separate bridge should be constructed. The trail could be 
used by pedestrians and bicyclists in the warmer seasons if it were surfaced with 
crushed compacted limestone. 
 
C. Rock Bluff Area. The Lake Superior shoreline across from the Michigan 
Department of Transportation Welcome Center on US-41/M-28 has a scenic rock 
bluff. This is a natural location for a viewing place, which could be a tourism draw. 
Development of a scenic viewing place would require coordination with the property 
owner and Sands Township. Access to the site may pose some challenges. 

 
3. Historic Areas 

Current protection for all state and federal registered sites come from the Historic 
Division of Michigan's Department of State. All local preservation efforts (funding and 
enforcement) should go through their office or the Marquette County Historical 
Commission. Each area identified is unique unto itself so will require individual 
attention in its management. 
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Photo 9-10 
Each Unique Historic Area Requires Individual Management 

 

 
 
4. Urbanizing Areas 

A. Shot Point. The Shot Point area development is within the Flood Hazard Area of 
Lake Superior. See Map 4-4 in Chapter 4. Since development exists, zoning and 
developmental control ordinance should be rigidly enforced to preserve the quality of 
the resources and protect existing and future development. Setbacks would be most 
useful here. Zoning in this area should be Lake Shore/Residential. Undeveloped 
areas and environmentally sensitive areas should be rezoned Open Space. 

 
B. Kawbawgam Lake. Although not an immediate problem, the Kawbawgam Lake 
area is a potential candidate. As an Area of Particular Concern, development is 
spreading in an area that is both wetlands and a Flood Hazard Area. Here too, 
zoning and developmental control ordinances should be rigidly enforced. 

 
C. Lakewood Lane. The Lakewood Lane area development consists of areas 
designated as High Risk Erosion Areas. Since development exists, the 
Residential-One single family zoning should be maintained, and coordination with the 
DEQ should occur for all proposed developments. 

 
D. Harvey—Nonconforming Zoning. Most of the lots in the Harvey settlement are 
non-conforming according to current zoning with regards to lot size. This places an 
unnecessary burden on property owners, on the Planning Commission and on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. Zoning needs to be updated for this area in order to 
remove the non-conforming status of most parcels. 

 
E. Intersection of M-28 and US-41. This intersection, located just southeast of 
Harvey, is of particular concern due to the two major highways that intersect at this 
point, generating traffic conflicts, and because of the existing growth and the 
likelihood for more growth immediately adjacent to it. Due to the location of a major 
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trucking terminal just northwest of the intersection on US-41/M-28, the intersection 
receives substantial truck traffic. A ring road that would allow local traffic, especially 
trucks, to by-pass the intersection may relieve some congestion, improve safety and 
help manage access to existing and future businesses in the area. Pedestrian 
crossings also need to be improved in the area of this intersection. Sidewalks exist, 
but pedestrian signals do not. 

 
F. The Commercial Corridor of M-28/US-41 from the Township Line to the 
Intersection of M-28/US-41. The US-41/M-28 corridor from the Township line, 
southeast to the intersection of the two highways currently has a mix of uses, but its 
location suggests development as a commercial corridor. It is the main route for 
people in Chocolay Township entering and exiting from the city of Marquette. Major 
existing businesses include a trucking depot, which is more industrial than 
commercial. This corridor is a prime location for businesses serving commuters, 
rather than industrial uses. Conflicts between trucks, commuters and users of future 
commercial development will need to be avoided by access management solutions 
put in place before more growth or redevelopment occurs. Buffers between 
commercial and industrial uses and residential uses should be provided. There are 
challenges to development of this segment of highway as a commercial corridor. The 
existing pattern of residential streets crossing US-41/M-28 and the shallow setback 
of many homes to the highway will make acquisition of additional right-of-way and 
access management difficult. The lack of a municipal water supply is also a problem. 
A water supply study has been completed by STS Consultants, Ltd., which 
recommended that if a public water system were needed, a connection with the 
Marquette City system for the developed area of Sands Township and this area of 
Chocolay Township is the most feasible alternative to a new, separate public water 
system involving new wells. The cost of development of a public water system could 
be at least $5 million, and community sentiment was against using public funds for its 
development at the time this Plan was prepared. However, expanded commercial 
development and redevelopment along this corridor is unlikely to occur without it. 

 
Photo 9-11 

The Commercial Corridor of US-41/M-28 is an Area of Particular Concern 
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G. Casino Area. The Marquette Ojibwa Casino is located at 105 Acre Trail, accessed 
by Kawbawgan Road, south off of M-28 about midway between the east and west 
borders of Chocolay Township. The casino is operated by the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community. It is a relatively small casino, and there is interest by the Indian 
Community in expanding the operation, either at its present site or at another site in 
Negaunee Township. There is room to expand at the present location, but if the 
casino relocates to Negaunee Township, the Indian settlement surrounding the 
existing casino may be able to use the existing building for another use, related to 
the community.  

 
The present casino site has little frontage on M-28, where there are a number of 
privately held, undeveloped parcels. This presents the opportunity for commercial 
development related to the casino, such as motels and restaurants, but such 
development should only occur if the casino is expanded and with appropriate 
access management and visual character protections. A zoning change from the 
present residential classifications would also be required. 

 
Photo 9-12 

The Casino Site has Little Frontage on M-28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


