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Chapter 1 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

A basic component of the Comprehensive Plan is an analysis of demographics. It 
provides a profile of the people who live, work, and play in Chocolay Township. A 
thorough understanding of the people of Chocolay Township is a necessary basis for 
determining the future needs and opportunities of the community. The residents weave 
the cultural fabric of Chocolay Township; they demand its services, develop its lands, 
pay the taxes and ultimately determine the success of the Township. This chapter will 
examine the trends, composition and characteristics of Chocolay Township’s population, 
and will conclude with a discussion of relative issues and problems.  
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
Total Population 

A study of population trends is necessary for understanding the historic pattern of growth 
within communities. Past population fluctuations may provide insight to possible patterns 
of change in the future. The growth trends of Chocolay Township are compared with 
those adjoining units of government in Table 2-1.  
 

Table 1-1 
Population of Chocolay Township and Surrounding Communities, 1980-2000 

 

Community 1980 1990 2000 

Total 
Change 
1980-
2000 

% 
Change 
1980-
2000 

Total 
Change 

1990- 
2000 

% 
Change 

1990- 
2000 

Chocolay 
Township 

5,685 6,025 6,095 +410 7% +70 1% 

Sands 
Township 

2,437 2,696 2,127 -310 -13% -569 -21% 

West Branch 
Township 

2,166 2,241 1,648 -518 -24% -593 -26% 

Skandia 
Township 

999 933 907 -92 -9% -26 -3% 

City of 
Marquette 

23,288 21,977 20,714 -2,574 -11% -1,263 -6% 

Marquette 
Township 

2,669 2,757 3,286 +617 23% +529 19% 

Marquette 
County 

74,101 70,887 64,634 -9,467 -13% -6,253 -9% 

State of 
Michigan 

9,262,078 9,295,297 9,938,444 676,366 7% 643,147 7% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2004 

Note: Chocolay Township and Marquette City figures based on census figures as revised regarding Marquette Branch Prison 
population. 

 
The population of Chocolay Township increased by 410 persons between 1980 and 
2000 to 6,095, according to the U.S. Census. See Table 1-1. This represents a 7% 
change during that time period. Within the same period, many of the communities that 
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neighbor Chocolay Township experienced declines in population. The exception was 
Marquette Township, which gained 617 persons – a 23% increase. Between 1990 and 
2000, Chocolay Township’s population grew by 1%, adding 70 persons. As a whole, 
Marquette County experienced a population decline of 9,467 persons, or 13% between 
1980 and 2000. This loss of population is primarily a result of the closure of the K.I. 
Sawyer Air Force Base. Chocolay Township’s population gain of only 1% between 1990 
and 2000 may seem low when compared with the number of new houses constructed, 
but the number of persons per household declined 14.5% from 2.75 to 2.35 persons per 
household during that period. 
 
It should also be noted that there is a discrepancy in the 2000 Census data between 
Marquette City and Harvey CDP (Census Designated Place). Unlike past censuses, 
prisoners at the Marquette Branch Prison were included in the Harvey and Chocolay 
Township statistics, not Marquette City. In May 2001, a resolution was adopted by the 
Census Bureau to correct the discrepancy. The resolution caused Chocolay Township to 
subtract 1,053 persons from their census figures and Marquette City to add 1,053 
persons to their figures. This amount appears to be the total population of the Marquette 
Branch Prison (according to the fiscal year 2000 Annual Report of the Prison), inclusive 
of the Garden Farm prisoner population. 
 
Population Projection 

By knowing the number of future residents in the Township, officials can invest in the 
proper community facilities needed to serve this future population. Many methods of 
projecting future population have been developed and tried over the years, but they all 
have the same shortcoming. They all use past information to predict what is going to 
happen in the future. Although some methods are more elaborate than others, they all 
make projections of future actions based on past trends. 
 

Photo 1-1 
Chocolay Township is Likely to Experience a Significant Portion of 

Marquette County Growth 
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If current growth trends continue, the population of Chocolay Township could increase 
by 455 persons, or 7.5% between 2000 and 2020, based on the 1980, 1990 and 2000 
census figures. See Table 1-2. Marquette Township is likely to see an increase of 544 
persons during the same period. Countywide, Marquette County should continue to 
experience a population decline. Based on current trends, the County stands to lose 
8,961 persons, or 13.9% over the next 20 years. Even though the County population will 
likely decline, Chocolay Township and a few other townships surrounding the City of 
Marquette are likely to grow. If the growth rate of the last ten years continues to 
increase, it will be important to adjust this Plan at intervals of not less than 3-4 years. 
 
Growth within Chocolay Township depends on a variety of factors. These factors include 
lifestyle, commuting habits, economic influences, housing availability and more. Many of 
these factors are outside of the Township’s control, and others may only be marginally 
influenced by actions of the community. However, it is likely that for at least the next 
decade, a portion of the population growth in Marquette County will occur in Chocolay 
Township. It appears that Marquette Township and Chocolay Township are the 
recipients of much of the growth around the City of Marquette, which is likely to include 
people migrating out of the City, in order to live in a more rural area. Should the 
economy of the area significantly improve, this projection is likely to be low. Similarly, if it 
were to decline, then these projections may be high. 
 

Table 1-2 
Population Projection for Chocolay Township and Adjoining Jurisdictions:   

Based on 1980-2000 Census 
 

Community 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 
Total Change 

2000-2020 
% Change 
2000-2020 

Chocolay 
Township 5,685 6,025 6,095 6,345 6,550 455 7.5% 

Sands 
Township 2,437 2,696 2,127 2,110 1,955 -172 -8.1% 

West Branch 
Township 2,166 2,241 1,648 1,500 1,241 -407 -24.7% 

Skandia 
Township 999 933 907 854 808 -99 -10.9% 

City of 
Marquette 23,288 21,977 20,714 19,419 18,132 -2,582 -12.5% 

Marquette 
Township 2,669 2,757 3,286 3,521 3,830 544 16.5% 

Marquette 
County 74,101 70,887 64,634 60,407 55,674 -8,961 -13.9% 

 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau.  Projections by Planning & Zoning Center, Inc. based on Linear Growth Method. 
Note: Chocolay Township and Marquette City figures based on census figures revised regarding Marquette Branch Prison 
population. 

 
Other Population Characteristics 

The population correction for Chocolay Township made by the U.S. Census Bureau, in 
which the prison population was moved from Chocolay Township to Marquette City 
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makes further analysis of the Chocolay Township population difficult. The correction only 
detailed total population number and housing units, and so a detailed breakdown and 
analysis of the Chocolay Township population is not possible for Age, Education, 
Gender, Race and Ethnicity. See Appendix A for a copy of the census correction letter 
and all of the basic 2000 Census data for the Township. 
 

Photo 1-2 
Trail Users in Chocolay Township 

 

 
 
 
 
 


