
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CHOCOLAY 

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

Monday, December 18, 2017 - 7:00 pm 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY: _________________ / ROLL CALL 

Name Term Ends Attendance 

Tom Mahaney (Chair) 12.31.19  Present  Absent 

Eric Meister (Vice Chair) 12.31.18  Present  Absent 

Donna Mullen-Campbell (Secretary) 12.31.18  Present  Absent 

Andy Smith (Vice Secretary) 12.31.19  Present  Absent 

Jon Kangas 12.31.20  Present  Absent 

Kendell Milton 12.31.20  Present  Absent 

Don Rhein Board Term  Present  Absent 

II. ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS / APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion to approve the agenda as (written/ with additions) by

Seconded by   Vote: Ayes Nays 

III. MINUTES

November 27, 2017 Planning Commission meeting

Motion to approve the minutes as (written/ with additions) by

Seconded by   Vote: Ayes Nays 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Limit of 3 minutes per person.

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

VI. PRESENTATIONS

None

VII. NEW BUSINESS

A. 2018 Meeting Dates

1. Staff introduction

2. Commission discussion on proposed dates

3. Commission decision

B. Planning Commission Priorities for 2018 

1. Staff introduction

2. Commission discussion on proposed changes

3. Commission decision
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VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Noise Ordinance 

1. Staff introduction 

2. Commission discussion on proposed changes 

3. Commission decision 

B. Fireworks Ordinance 

1. Staff introduction 

2. Commission discussion on proposed changes 

3. Commission decision 

C. US 41 / M-28 Corridor Overlay District 

1. Staff introduction 

2. Commission discussion on proposed changes 

3. Commission decision 

D. Short Term Rentals 

1. Staff introduction 

2. Commission discussion 

3. Commission decisions 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Any item of interest – limit 3 minutes per person 

X. COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS 

XI. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

XII. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

A. Minutes – Marquette City Planning Commission, 11.14.17 

B. Minutes – Marquette City Planning Commission, 11.21.17 

C. Minutes –Township Board minutes, 11.13.17 

D. Correspondence – Mulcahey # 1 

E. Correspondence – Mulcahey # 2 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Planning Commission Rules for Public Hearings and Public Comment 
1. Please wait for chair to acknowledge you before speaking. 
2. Begin by stating your name and address. 
3. Give your comments, opinion and/or question, on the issue being addressed.  Please stay on 

topic or you may be ruled out of order. 
4. Due to a full agenda, and to ensure that everyone has time to speak, we will limit comments to 

three (3) minutes per person.  For the same reasons, please be as brief as possible and try not to 
repeat what has been said by others before you. 

5. Please be as factual as possible and do not make comments on the character of people. 
6. Planning Commissioners are not required nor expected to respond to comments, opinions and/or 

questions from the floor. 
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 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CHOCOLAY 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

Monday, November 27, 2017 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY: Tom Mahaney at 7:03 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Tom Mahaney (Chair), Eric Meister (Vice Chair), Donna Mullen-

Campbell (Secretary), Andy Smith (Vice Secretary), Jon Kangas, Kendell Milton, Don 

Rhein (Board) 

Members Absent:  None 

Staff Present: Dale Throenle (Planning Director/Zoning Administrator), Richard Bohjanen 

(Township Supervisor), and Lisa Perry (Administrative Assistant) 

II. ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS / APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Smith and seconded by Milton to approve the agenda as written.

Vote:  Ayes: 7 Nays: 0 MOTION CARRIED

III. MINUTES

October 16, 2017

Motion by Rhein, and seconded by Kangas, to approve the minutes as written.

Vote:  Ayes:  7   Nays: 0 MOTION CARRIED 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Perry Laing, 625 Lakewood Lane – In favor of short term rentals, he has a cottage on

the same property as his home that he wants to rent out. He is taxed as a second

residence on this property therefore paying additional taxes. He likes short term rentals

as he feels the owner has the ability to kick someone out after a few days vs. a longer

rental term. Also thinks that the owner should have residency in at least the county of

their property and have rules that are enforced. Would like to see a policy put in place to

have the Police fine the renter for the first violation and if there is a second one, the

owner should be fined. Also, if short term rentals are terminated from the Township, will

there be any compensation for those that want to rent their properties.

Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – There are more issues than fireworks and 

noise involved with short term rentals. There are trespassing and parking issues as well 

that need to be addressed. 

Public comment was closed at 7:10 pm 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

III



  

Page 2 of 8 
 

 

VI. PRESENTATIONS 

None 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Noise Ordinance Rewrite 

Staff Introduction 

Throenle stated in reference to the short term rentals, noise and fireworks are the 

most common complaints but there others such as trespassing and parking. In 

reviewing the ordinances related to these complaints he found that they need to be 

reviewed and revised. There are no signs in Chocolay Township determining “quiet 

zones” for hospitals or schools, and there was a section in the noise ordinance that 

prohibited construction on weekends. 

 Additional language was needed to bring the noise ordinance up-to-date. For 

example, noise from motorized lawn care equipment was not covered. 

Commission Discussion 

Mullen-Campbell asked about a decibel meter, Throenle stated some places have 

them but they are expensive and users have to be trained to use them properly. 

Meister asked how to determine what is “excessive” as some people have a 

lower/higher tolerance of noise. Police could visit but is it hard to enforce? 

Mahaney asked if Chocolay Township has had any noise issues that Throenle was 

aware of?  

Throenle commented  that this would be found in police records, but it was not 

reported to his office. This can be documented but is hard to enforce due to the fact 

that most times the source of the noise is hard to prove by the time law enforcement 

shows up. 

The Commission had several questions and concerns pertaining to the existing 

ordinance and agreed it needed to be changed. Some of the concerns were: all 

construction, snow and trash removal, lawnmowers, signal devices, ice cream trucks, 

ski and snowmobile trails and emergency situations. After much discussion, the 

following revisions to the proposed ordinance were the decision of the 

Commissioners: 

Ordinance 64 Noise 

 

Section 4 Prohibition 

(C) Snow removal, snow trail grooming, and commercial trash removal are exempt 
activities that can be performed any time. 

Section 5 Prohibited Noises and Acts 

(G) Construction or Repairing of Buildings and Roads 
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Except in the event of an emergency: 

i. The demolition, excavation, alteration, construction or repair of any building or 
structure other than between the hours of 7 a.m. and 10 p.m., where such activity 
results in the creation of unusually loud noise or noise which annoys, disturbs, 
injures, or endangers the comfort, rest, health, peace or safety of others. 

ii. Road and general construction is exempt with prior approval from the Township 
Board. 

(I) Business Operations and Other Premises Activities 

i. The carrying on of any business operations, or any other activities upon any premises 
in such a manner so as to create any excessive, unnecessary, or unusually loud noise, 
which disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, rest, health, peace or safety of 
others at a distance of fifty feet or more from the edge of the business 
operationproperty 

Section 6 Violations 

A violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a civil infraction, and any 

person, firm, or entity found responsible therefore shall be subject to a fine of not to 

exceed threefive hundred dollars ($300500.00) for each offense. 

Section 8 Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty calendar days from February 12, 

20172018. 

 

Kangas moved, Rhein seconded that  proposed Ordinance 64 Noise to be presented 

for public hearing as changed at the January 2018 meeting. 

Votes: Ayes: 7 Nays: 0 MOTION CARRIED 

   

B. Proposed Fireworks Ordinance 

Staff Introduction 

 

Currently fireworks are not included in Chocolay Township’s ordinance. Throenle has 

researched many ordinances, and found one from the city of St. Ignace. He spoke 

with the St. Ignace staff; they told him there were disturbances at all times with 

fireworks and since they have set their own guidelines and enforced them, they have 

not had many problems with them.  Throenle is proposing that Chocolay Township 

do the same in setting a new ordinance. 

 

Commission Discussion 

The Commission had concerns and questions such as: were there any complaints? 

Does the noise ordinance have anything set for fireworks? Fireworks aren’t always 

used in the designated days, should allow extended times for the 4th of July. In 

discussing this, the Commission has decided on the following: 
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Ordinance 65 Fireworks 

Section 4   Prohibition 

No person shall ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks within the 

Chocolay Township, except during the following times: 

1. On the day preceding, the day of or the day after a national holiday as defined 
herein, except the Fourth of July, as defined herein between the hours of 8 AM 
and 1 AM consistent with Section 7 (2) (b) of Michigan Public Act 65 of 2013. 

2. Between the hours of 6 PM and 11 PM on Fridays and Saturdays with a permit 
issued from the Township. 

1.3. Three days preceding, the day of, or three days after the Fourth of July, between 
the hours of 8 AM and 1 AM consistent with Section 7 (2) (b) of Michigan Public 
Act 65 of 2013. 

 

Meister moved, Mullen-Campbell seconded to make the changes to the proposed 

Ordinance 65 Fireworks and to present the ordinance for public hearing at the January 

2018 meeting. 

 

Votes: Ayes: 7 Nays: 0 MOTION CARRIED 

 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. US41/M-28 Business Overlay District 

Throenle recommended the Commissioners review the revised definitions to ensure 

the revisions have been made to their satisfaction, and to determine if additional 

revisions need to be made prior to the public hearing. 

 

Throenle stated that Steve Lawry, Township Manager also recommended the public 

hearing date be moved to the January 2018 meeting to accommodate citizens that 

may not be able to attend or provide comment for the December 2017 meeting due 

to the holidays. 

 

Kangas moved, Rhein seconded, that the language for the proposed US 41 / M-28 

Business Overlay District be accepted as written  and the proposed US 41 / M-28 

Business Overlay District  public hearing be moved from December 17, 2017 to the 

January 2018 meeting. 

 

 

Votes: Ayes: 7 Nays: 0 MOTION CARRIED 

 

B. Short Term Rentals 
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Staff Introduction 

Throenle pointed out for several months the Planning Commission has been working 

on a plan concerning several aspects of short term rentals, and the Commissioners 

developed a plan for the issue. Throenle presented this plan to the Board as part of 

the Board’s November agenda and they informally accepted the plan with a June 1, 

2018 date for the Planning Commission to have a draft version of recommendations 

ready for the Board. 

Throenle has been conducting surveys from other Planners in the central UP area to 

see different variations concerning short term rentals. He has been concentrating on 

areas with waterfront. He asked the Commission to finish the definitions tonight. 

Commission Discussion 

Mahaney asked how many areas Throenle was checking into. Throenle replied 

twenty to twenty-five townships, to get as many with waterfront as possible. Some 

are hard to find contacts for, and he will continue to gather that information. 

Smith commented it is good to look at others so we don’t reinvent the wheel. He 

would like to see the ordinances to check for pros and cons, so that the language 

can be written correctly. 

Meister would like to see links from the web to reference the ordinance. 

As short and long term rentals have been allowed in the Township since at least 

1980, Throenle stated the language for short term rentals should apply to long term 

rentals as well. 

Smith felt there could be problems with short term rentals as the time frame is 

shorter, help eliminate problems for opposing people. Smith also feels long term 

rentals haven’t been an issue. Kangas replied that short term rentals may not be a 

problem but could become one. 

Mahaney asked if it should be a Rental Ordinance, not just a Short Term Rental 

Ordinance. This would combine the short and long term rentals with terms special to 

short term rentals if needed. He felt they should follow the same ordinance as they 

have the same issues….noise, fireworks, parking, garbage, etc. Rhein felt they 

should be combined as well. 

Throenle asked if the landlord should be held responsible. Rhein thought they could 

be fined. Smith talked about having it in the ordinance, and asked if it is violated 

would they lose the rental rights, and questioned if that was legal. 

Mullen-Campbell also asked if there has been any progress on the bills in the House 

and Senate pertaining to short term rentals. Throenle answered there has not been 

any and if they do not come out of committee they are finished for the year. 

Rhein and Mullen-Campbell suggested twenty-eight days or less be classified as a 

short term rental, anything twenty-nine days or more would be a long term rental. 
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Throenle pointed out that after fourteen days property owners that rent would lose 

their principal residence exemption for tax purposes. 

Throenle asked if the Rural Character definition should be removed as a definition 

and moved to the introduction of the Zoning Ordinance. Smith asked where the 

definition was currently located, and Throenle stated it was in the definition section in 

the official Zoning Ordinance. Milton stated that rural character was all part of the 

Master Plan. Throenle recommended rural character be taken off the definition list as 

a definition and leave it out until the Commissioners decided where to put it.  

Rhein interrupted the discussion and asked to be excused at 9:05 for a work 

commitment. He was excused. 

Mullen-Campbell would like time to read the Rural Character definition over, as she 

was concerned about man-made improvements in the statement. Smith sees it as a 

statement, more of a definition for the Master Plan. Meister doesn’t see it as a 

definition, it’s in the Master Plan, so it should be a general goal. Kangas would like to 

see it left alone, as it creates confusion, and is not part of the short term rental 

discussion. Mahaney sees it as a definition as well. 

Throenle suggested it be brought back to the December meeting for additional 

discussion with the review of the proposed definitions. 

Commission Decision 

After much discussion, the following changes were proposed: 

Long Term Rental 

Proposed 

A dwelling unit providing temporary accommodations for periods of twenty-

nine successive days or more. 

Such rentals must meet the established regulations for Property Rentals 

(section to be defined). 

Such rentals are not permitted in any zoning district if restricted by deeds or 

covenants. 

Short Term Rental 

Proposed 

A dwelling unit providing temporary accommodations for periods of twenty-

eight days or less. 

Such rentals must meet the established regulations for Property Rentals 

(section to be defined). 

Such rentals are not permitted in any zoning district if restricted by deeds or 

covenants. 
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IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – Short term rentals and single family homes 

are different, they should not be held to the same laws. Have listened to many people at 

the podium complain about short term rentals. Do the police document the complaints to 

the property owners? Had a long term rental next to her and are still friends after they 

moved. Thinks it’s a mistake to combine the rules for short and long term rentals 

Laurie Krzysmoski, 741 Lakewood Lane – Has been both a short and long term renter. 

Short term renters are different, they don’t treat property the same. Long term renters 

are members of the community, they act like a homeowner. There are different 

boundaries from a short to long term renter, exercise different levels of caution, have 

different set of rules regarding this. 

Perry Laing, 625 Lakewood Lane – Address the noise ordinance, modify it. Agree that 

people should be able to do what they want with their property, but if they are going to 

be a short term renter the property owner should set rules and post them on the 

property.  If they violate the rules the renter should be asked to leave. Also, maybe ask 

for a significant fee to be refunded if there are no issues, people would think twice. 

The noise exceptions discussed sound good but contracting work doesn’t always go as 

scheduled, how does a contractor get Board approval when they only meet once a 

month?  

X. COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS 

Rhein – No comment, excused early for a work commitment.  

Milton – None 

Kangas –None 

Smith – Would like to see a list of the complaints from the Zoning department put in the 

packets. Does not have to include their names. 

Meister – None 

Mahaney – Appreciates the comments from the public, their input is important. Wants 

them to know that the Commission appreciates it. 

XI. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Throenle – Tablets will be ordered soon, and staff will try to have them operational for 

the January meeting. 

XII. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

A. Minutes – Marquette City Planning Commission, 10.03.17 

B. Minutes – Marquette City Planning Commission, 10.17.17 

C. Minutes – Township Board minutes--draft, 10.09.17 

D. Minutes – Township Board minutes--draft, 11.13.17 

E. Correspondence – Mulcahey # 1 



  

Page 8 of 8 
 

F. Correspondence – Mulcahey # 2 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Mahaney adjourned the meeting at 9:26 pm. 

Submitted by: 

 

Planning Commission Secretary 

Donna Mullen-Campbell 



To: Planning Commission 

From: Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

Date: December 11, 2018 

Subject: 2018 Planning Commission Meeting Dates 

Background and Analysis 

Dates for the Planning Commission meetings were submitted to the Board for approval. All dates, with 

the exception of November 26 are on the third day of the month. November 26 was moved to the fourth 
Monday of November to accommodate Thanksgiving week. 

The approved dates are: 

Monday, January 15 Monday, July 16 

Monday, February 19 Monday, August 20 

Monday, March 19 Monday, September 17 

Monday, April 16 Monday, October 15 

Monday, May 21 Monday, November 26 

Monday, June 18 Monday, December 17 

Staff Recommendations 

Staff is recommending the Commissioners review the dates to ensure they are acceptable for 2018. 

Recommended Motion 

 moved, seconded, that the meeting dates for 2018 for 

the Planning Commission be published as [written / changed]. 

Charter Township of Chocolay 

Planning and Zoning Department 
5010 US 41South 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-249-1448 Fax: 906-249-1313 

VII.A



To: Planning Commission 

From: Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

Date: December 11, 2018 

Subject: 2018 Planning Commission Priorities 

Each year, Planning Commissioners should review the priorities established for the Planning Commission 
to determine if those priorities are still valid for the upcoming year.  

Staff Recommendations 

Staff is recommending the Commissioners review the priorities for 2018 to determine if they are the ones 

the Commissioners wish to address for the coming year. Commissioners should review those priorities 

with the following questions: 

1. Is the item still an item for Planning Commission consideration?

2. Is the item in the right priority location (first, second or third priority)?

3. Are there items missing from the priority list that should be added items for consideration?

Recommended Motions 

 moved,  seconded, that the priorities for the Planning 
Commission for 2018 be published as [written / changed]. 

Charter Township of Chocolay 

Planning and Zoning Department 
5010 US 41South 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-249-1448 Fax: 906-249-1313 

VII.B



Planning Commission Priorities 

PLANNING COMMISSION PRIORITIES 

Planning Commission Priorities for 2017-2018 

Priority 1 

 Asset Management Plan for Township roadways, sewer and water systems

 Begin planning for implementation of high priority Master Plan projects

 Establish language for short term rentals

 Finish language for US 41 and M-28 Business Corridor Overlay District regulations

 Review existing ordinances

 Consider rewrite of current zoning ordinance

Priority 2 

 Consider need to amend the Nuisance Control Ordinance in relation to permitted
agricultural activities

 Further amend the Zoning Ordinance to address changes in State Legislation

 Further amend the Zoning Ordinance to implement the Zoning Plan of the Master Plan

 Monthly land use explorations in preparation for amending of the Zoning Ordinance to
implement the Zoning Plan of the Master Plan, Zoning Classification, Accessory
Homesteading Activities, etc.

 Necessary updates to the Lot Split and Land Division ordinances

 Plan for four-season transit facility

 Reconsider approach to private road regulation

 Reconsider the Accessory Homesteading Activities regulations after evaluating public input

Priority 3 

 Consider Firewise zoning regulations

VII.B.1



 Planning Commission Priorities  

Planning Commission Priorities for 2018 

Priority 1 

 Asset Management Plan for Township roadways, sewer and water systems 

 Begin planning for implementation of high priority Master Plan projects 

 Establish language for short term rentals 

 Finish language for US 41 and M-28 Business Corridor Overlay District regulations 

 Review existing ordinances 

 Consider rewrite of current zoning ordinance 

Priority 2 

 Consider need to amend the Nuisance Control Ordinance in relation to permitted 
agricultural activities 

 Further amend the Zoning Ordinance to address changes in State Legislation 

 Further amend the Zoning Ordinance to implement the Zoning Plan of the Master Plan 

 Monthly land use explorations in preparation for amending of the Zoning Ordinance to 
implement the Zoning Plan of the Master Plan, Zoning Classification, Accessory 
Homesteading Activities, etc. 

 Necessary updates to the Lot Split and Land Division ordinances 

 Plan for four-season transit facility 

 Reconsider approach to private road regulation 

 Reconsider the Accessory Homesteading Activities regulations after evaluating public input 

Priority 3 

 Consider Firewise zoning regulations 



To: Planning Commission 

From: Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

Date: December 11, 2018 

Subject: Proposed Noise Ordinance Update 

Background and Analysis 

Last month, the Planning Commission approved proposed Ordinance 64, Noise with changes, moving the 

ordinance forward to a public hearing at the January meeting. 

Staff found that a previous ordinance with the same number was passed by the Board in July in regards 

to the Alger Delta franchise agreement (Ordinance 64, Alger Delta Franchise Agreement).  

Staff also reviewed the ordinance with the Township Supervisor, and looked at public comment made at 
the end of the meeting on section G.ii in regards to approval for road and general construction 

exemption.    

Staff Recommendations 

Staff is recommending the following text changes: 

a) Rename the proposed ordinance from Ordinance 64, Noise to Ordinance 66, Noise.

b) Insert the word “all” in the second paragraph of Section 5 so the paragraph starts “The list is not

all inclusive:”

c) In section ii, replace “Board” with “Supervisor or his or her designee.”

Staff is recommending that the Commissioners: 

1. Determine if the noise ordinance should be updated to reflect the recommended changes.

2. If the answer to the first recommendation is “yes”, Commissioners should review the proposed

ordinance updates through Commissioner discussion, and provide any additional revisions, if
necessary, to the proposed ordinance.

Recommended Motions 

 moved, seconded, that proposed Ordinance 64, Noise be 

renamed to Ordinance 66, Noise and be presented for public hearing as changed at the January 2018 
meeting. 

Alternative 

The Planning Commission may choose the option not to update the noise ordinance until a later date or 

to leave the ordinance language as is. 

Charter Township of Chocolay 

Planning and Zoning Department 
5010 US 41South 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-249-1448 Fax: 906-249-1313 

VIII.A



Township Ordinances 

Ordinance 66 Noise 

ORDINANCE 66 NOISE 

An Ordinance to prohibit the making, creation, maintenance or allowance of excessive, 

unnecessary, unnatural, or unusually loud noises which are prolonged, unusual, and unnatural in 

their time, place, and use, and which disturb the peace and comfort of the public. 

Section 1 Short Title 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Chocolay Township Noise Ordinance. 

Section 2 Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to prohibit the making, creation, maintenance or allowance of 

excessive, unnecessary, unnatural, or unusually loud noises which are prolonged, unusual, and 

unnatural in their time, place, and use, and which disturb the peace and comfort of the public, or are 

considered a detriment to the public health, comfort, convenience, safety, welfare, peace and 

prosperity of the general public, and to provide penalties for the violation of this Ordinance. 

Section 3 Definitions 

Word or Phrase Definition 

Agricultural vehicle A motor vehicle or conveyance, implements, or parts designed and intended for 
agricultural use 

Horn A device in good working order that is capable of emitting sound audible under 
normal conditions from a distance of not less than 200 feet  

Landscaping equipment Motorized equipment used in the general maintenance of property landscapes, 
such as blowers, mowers, and trimmers 

Recreational vehicle A vehicle that has its own motive power or is mounted on or drawn by another 
vehicle; is built on a chassis or for use on a chassis; and was originally designed 
and is used primarily as temporary living quarters for recreational camping, travel 
or seasonal use. Includes, but is not limited to, folding camper trailers, travel 
trailers, fifth-wheel trailers, pickup campers, motor homes, tiny homes and park 
model trailers as defined by the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code 1949 PA 300 as 
amended. Does not include the tractor portion of a highway semi-trailer (whether 
it has a sleeper unit or not), semi-trailers, or mobile homes or any other specially 
constructed non-seasonal permanent residence.  

Signaling device A device used to send audible signals, such as a bell, buzzer, foghorn, whistle, or 
other such device 

Snow removal equipment Motorized equipment used in the removal of snow from property driveways, 
roofs and walkways 

Sound reproduction 
equipment 

Equipment, such as a radio, television, amplifier, or musical instrument used to 
produce or reproduce audible sound  

Township Refers to the Charter Township of Chocolay when used in this ordinance 
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 Ordinance 66 Noise  

Word or Phrase Definition 

Vehicle A device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 
drawn, including, but not limited to agricultural vehicles, motor vehicles, 
recreational vehicles, aircraft, boats, and trailers, excepting devices moved by 
human power. 

Section 4 Prohibition 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person or entity within the limits of the Township to 
make, create, maintain, or continue, or cause to be made or continued any excessive, 
unnecessary, unnatural or unusually loud noise, which is prolonged, unusual, or 
unnatural in its time, place, or use, or any noise which either annoys, disturbs, 
injures, or endangers the comfort, rest, health, peace or safety of others. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any premises within the Township, and for the 
occupant or person in possession of any premises within the Township, whether 
individual, corporate, or otherwise, to knowingly make, allow to be made, or to 
permit to be made upon the premises, any excessive, unnecessary, unnatural or 
unusually loud noise, which is prolonged, unusual, or unnatural in its time, place, or 
use, or any noise which either annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers, the comfort, 
rest, health, peace, or safety of others. 

(C) Snow removal, snow trail grooming, and commercial trash removal are exempt 
activities that can be performed any time. 

Section 5 Prohibited Noises and Acts 

The following noises and acts are considered to be excessive, unnecessary, unnatural, or 

unusually loud noises which annoy disturb, injure, or endanger the comfort, rest, health, peace, or 

safety of others in the Township. 

The list is not all inclusive: 

(A) Horns and Other Signaling Devices 

Except in the event of an emergency or as a danger warning: 

i. The excessive sounding of any horn or signaling device from any vehicle on any 
street, road or public place in the Township 

ii. The creation of any unreasonably loud or harsh sound by means of a horn or 
signaling device 

iii. The sounding of any horn or signaling device for an unnecessary and unreasonable 
period of time, or at an unnecessary and unreasonable time of the day or night 

(B) Sound Reproduction Equipment 

i. Any machine or device used or operated for the production or reproduction of 
sound, in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet, and comfort of the 
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neighboring inhabitants, or at any time with a louder volume than is necessary for 
convenient hearing for the person or persons who are in the vicinity of the machine 
or device used or being operated 

ii. The operation of any machine or device for the production or reproduction of sound 
particularly between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly 
audible at a distance of fifty feet or more from the building, structure, or vehicle in 
which the device or machine is located 

(C) Loud Speakers, Amplifiers for Advertising 

Except in the event of an emergency or as a danger warning: 

i. The using, operating, playing, or the permitting of the use, operation, or playing of a 
machine or device for the producing or reproducing of sound on the Township 
public streets or roads for the purpose of commercial, political, or public advertising 

ii. The using, operating, playing, or the permitting of the use, operation, or playing of a 
machine or device for the producing or reproducing of sound on the Township 
public streets or roads for the purpose of attracting the attention of the public to any 
building, structure or activity 

(D) Shouting. Whistling and Verbal Noise 

Except in the event of an emergency or as a danger warning: 

i. Excessive shouting, whistling, singing, or other verbal noise upon any premises, or 
on the Township public streets or roads, particularly between the hours of 11 p.m. 
and 7 a.m., or at any other time or place, in such a manner so as to annoy or disturb 
the peace, quiet, comfort, or rest of persons in any office, or in any dwelling, hotel, or 
other type or residence, or of any persons in the vicinity where such noise is plainly 
audible at a distance of fifty feet or more from its point of origin 

(E) Animals, Birds, or Pets 

i. The keeping of any animal, bird or pet which causes frequent or long continued noise 
plainly audible at a distance of fifty feet or more from its point of origin 

(F) Exhaust Noises 

i. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any stationary or mobile internal 
combustion engine whether in lawn care equipment, snow removal equipment, or a 
vehicle except through a muffler or other device which will effectively prevent or 
reduce loud or explosive noises from the engine 

(G) Construction or Repairing of Buildings and Roads 

Except in the event of an emergency: 

i. The demolition, excavation, alteration, construction or repair of any building or 
structure other than between the hours of 7 a.m. and 10 p.m., where such activity 
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results in the creation of unusually loud noise or noise which annoys, disturbs, 
injures, or endangers the comfort, rest, health, peace or safety of others. 

ii. Road and general construction is exempt with prior approval from the Township 
Supervisor or his or her designee. 

(H) Churches, Schools and Medical Services 

i. The creation of any excessive noise on any street, road or premises adjacent to any 
school, institution of learning, or church while the same are in use 

ii. Adjacent to any hospital or other facility where medical services are provided, which 
unreasonably interferes with the workings of such institution, or which disturbs or 
unduly annoys the patients in any such hospital or medical facility, provided that 
conspicuous signs are displayed on the streets or roads adjacent to the facility 
indicating that the facility is a school, hospital, or provides medical services. 

(I) Business Operations and Other Premises Activities 

i. The carrying on of any business operations, or any other activities upon any premises 
in such a manner so as to create any excessive, unnecessary, or unusually loud noise, 
which disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, rest, health, peace or safety of 
others at a distance of fifty feet or more from the edge of the business property 

(J) Construction and Heavy Equipment 

Except in the event of an emergency: 

i. The operation between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. of any construction or other 
form of heavy equipment or tools, the use of which generate loud or unusual noise 

Section 6 Violations 

A violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a civil infraction, and any person, firm, or 

entity found responsible therefore shall be subject to a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars 

($500.00) for each offense. 

Section 7 Severability 

The phrases, sentences, sections and provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the finding 

that any portion hereof is unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable shall not detract from or affect 

the enforceability of the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 8 Repeal 

Ordinance 45 is hereby repealed.  

Section 8 Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty calendar days from February 12, 2018. 



To: Planning Commission 

From: Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

Date: November 14, 2017 

Subject: Proposed Fireworks Ordinance 

Background 

During the last meeting, the Commissioners reviewed and approved a proposed Ordinance 65, Fireworks 
ordinance be presented for public hearing in January. 

Staff relooked at section 4.2 in regards to the proposed permit from the Township for non-holiday 

permission to shoot fireworks. 

Staff relooked at section 4.3 in regards to fireworks related to the Fourth of July. According to 
Commissioner discussion, the intent was to allow fireworks for the weekend closest to the Fourth of July. 

Looking at the timeframes in the current proposed language (“Three days preceding, the day of, or three 
days after the Fourth of July”) does not accommodate the weekend as intended for all possibilities of the 

day during the week where the Fourth of July would fall, and would permit fireworks during times that 

should not otherwise be permitted. 

Fourth of July day Earliest Day Before Latest Day After 

Sunday Thursday Wednesday 

Monday Friday Thursday 

Tuesday Saturday Friday 

Wednesday Sunday Saturday 

Thursday Monday Sunday 

Friday Tuesday Monday 

Saturday Wednesday Tuesday 

Staff Recommendations 

Staff relooked at section 4.2 in regards to the permit issued from the Township. To reduce the possibility 
of multiple permits being issued throughout the year and a potential “every weekend” scenario, staff is 

recommending a two permits per property address per calendar year limitation be included in the section. 
Language to accommodate this would be as follows: 

Section 4.2. Between the hours of 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays with a 

permit issued from the Township. Issued permits would be limited to two per calendar year 
per property address.” 

Staff is also recommending that section 4.3 be removed, with the understanding that a permit could be 
requested for either the previous weekend or the weekend following the Fourth of July. Language would 

have to be modified in section 4.1 to accommodate this change: 

Section 4.1. On the day preceding, the day of or the day after a national holiday, as defined 
herein between the hours of 8 a.m. and 1 a.m. consistent with Section 7 (2) (b) of Michigan 

Public Act 65 of 2013. 

Charter Township of Chocolay 

Planning and Zoning Department 
5010 US 41South 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-249-1448 Fax: 906-249-1313 

VIII.B



Proposed Fireworks Ordinance 

2 

Staff has prepared a proposed Ordinance 65, Fireworks update for the Commissioner’s review, and staff 

is recommending that the Commissioners: 

1. Determine if the fireworks ordinance should be updated to reflect the recommended changes. 

2. If the answer to the first recommendation is “yes”, review the proposed ordinance language 
changes through Commissioner discussion, and provide any additional revisions, if necessary, to 

the proposed ordinance. 

Recommended Motions 

 

  moved,  seconded, that proposed Ordinance 65 
Fireworks be presented for public hearing  as changed] at the January 2018 meeting. 

 

Alternatives 

The Planning Commission may choose the option not to update the proposed fireworks ordinance until a 

later date or to leave the ordinance language as is. 
 

The Planning Commission may choose the option to not proceed with a fireworks ordinance at this time. 
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ORDINANCE 65 FIREWORKS 

An Ordinance to regulate the ignition, discharge and use of consumer fireworks within Chocolay 

Township. 

Section 1 Title 

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Chocolay Township Fireworks Ordinance. 

Section 2 Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance shall be to provide for and protect the public health, safety and 

welfare of persons within Chocolay Township by establishing regulations pertaining to the ignition, 

discharge and use of consumer fireworks and to provide for penalties for the violation of this Ordinance. 

Section 3 Definitions 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall be used: 

Word or Phrase Definition 

APA An acronym for the American Pyrotechnics Association 

Standards from the American Pyrotechnics Association are applied throughout 
this ordinance. 

Articles pyrotechnic Pyrotechnic devices for professional use that are similar to consumer fireworks in 
chemical composition and construction but not intended for consumer use, that 
meet the weight limits for consumer fireworks but are not labeled as such, and 
that are classified as UN0431 or UN0432 as established by the U. S. Department of 
Transportation regulations under 49 CFR 172.01 

Consumer fireworks  Fireworks devices that are designed to produce visible efforts by combustion, that 
are required to  comply with the construction, chemical composition and labeling 
regulations circulated by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission 
under 16 CFR parts 1500 and 1507, and that are listed in APA standard 87-1, 
sections 3.1.2, 3.1.3 or 3.5 

Consumer fireworks do not include low-impact fireworks. 

Display fireworks Large fireworks devices that are explosive materials intended for use in fireworks 
displays and designed to produce visible or audible effects by combustion, 
deflagration or detonation, as provided in 27 CFR 555.11, 49 CFR 172 and APA 
standard 87-1, section 4.1 

Firework or fireworks Any composition or device, except for a starting pistol, a flame gun or a flare, 
designated for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by combustion, 
deflagration or detonation 

Fireworks consist of consumer fireworks, low-impact fireworks, articles 
pyrotechnic, display fireworks and special effects. 

Low-impact fireworks Ground and handheld sparkling devices as that phrase is defined under APA 
standard 87-1, sections 3.1, 3.1.1.1 to 3.1.1.8 and 3.5 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

Minor An individual who is less than eighteen years old. 

National holiday Identifies the following legal public holidays: 

1. New Year’s Day – January 1 

2. Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. – the third Monday in January 

3. Washington’s Birthday – the third Monday in February 

4. Memorial Day – the last Monday in May 

5. Independence Day – July 4 

6. Labor Day – the first Monday in September 

7. Columbus Day – the second Monday in September 

8. Veteran’s Day – November 11 

9. Thanksgiving Day – the fourth Thursday in November 

10. Christmas Day – December 25 

Novelties The term as defined under APA standard 87-1, sections 3.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2., 3.2.3, 
3.2.4 and 3.2.5 and all of the following: 

1. Toy plastic or paper caps for toy pistols in sheets, strips, rolls or individual 
caps containing not more than .25 of a grain of explosive content per cup, in 
packages labeled to indicate the maximum explosive content per cup 

2. Toy, pistols, toy cannons, toy canes, toy trick noise makers and toy guns in 
which toy caps as described in subparagraph (i) are used, that are 
constructed so that the hand cannot come in contact with the cap when in 
place for the explosion, and that are not designed to break apart or be 
separated so as to form a missile by the explosion 

3. Flitter sparklers in paper tubes not exceeding 1/8 inch in diameter 

4. Toy snakes not containing mercury, if packed in cardboard boxes with not 
more than twelve pieces per box for retail sale and if the manufacturer’s 
name and the quantity contained in each box are printed on the box; and toy 
smoke devices 

Person An individual, agent, association, charitable organization, company, limited 
liability company, corporation, labor organization, legal representative, 
partnership, unincorporated organization or any other legal or commercial entity 

Special effects A combination of chemical elements or chemical compounds capable of burning 
independently of the oxygen of the atmosphere and designed and intended to 
produce an audible, visual, mechanical or thermal effect as an integral part of a 
motion picture, radio, television, theatrical, or opera production or live 
entertainment 

Township Refers to the Charter Township of Chocolay when used in this ordinance 
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Section 4 Prohibition 

No person shall ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks within the Chocolay Township, 

except during the following times: 

1. On the day preceding, the day of or the day after a national holiday, except the Fourth of July, 
as defined herein between the hours of 8 AM and 1 AM consistent with Section 7 (2) (b) of 
Michigan Public Act 65 of 2013. 

2. Between the hours of 6 PM and 11 PM on Fridays and Saturdays with a permit issued from the 
Township. 

3. Three days preceding, the day of, or three days after the Fourth of July, between the hours of 8 
AM and 1 AM consistent with Section 7 (2) (b) of Michigan Public Act 65 of 2013. 

Section 5 Miscellaneous Requirements / Prohibitions 

1. This Ordinance does not apply to and does not regulate the use of novelties in the Township. 

2. A minor shall not possess consumer fireworks. 

3. Consumer fireworks shall not be sold to a minor. 

4. No person shall ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks on public property, school 
property, church property or the property of another person without that person or 
organization’s express permission to use these fireworks on those premises.  

5. A person shall not discharge consumer fireworks in such a manner so as remnants from 
consumer fireworks land on public property or the property of another, including, but not 
limited to, hotel and motel property, apartment property, and condominium property, without 
that person or organization’s express permission. 

6. A person shall not use consumer fireworks or low-impact fireworks while under the influence 
of alcohol, controlled substances or a combination of alcohol and a controlled substance (as 
defined by MCL 257.1d and MCL 257.86) 

7. Consumer fireworks shall not be used if a burn ban is in effect. 

8. Consumer fireworks shall only be used in accordance with all applicable local, state and federal 
law. 

Section 6 Penalty 

A person who violates a provision of this Ordinance shall, upon determination of the violation or 

admission by the person, be responsible for a civil infraction and shall pay a fine and costs, of not more 

than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each violation plus costs; payment of all costs incurred by the 

Township Police Department under the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, MCL 28.451 et seq. as amended 

(“Act”), in securing, seizing, storing and disposing of the fireworks that are in violation of the Act, or 
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this Ordinance shall be the responsibility of all persons found guilty, responsible or liable for the 

violation. 

In recognition that the Township Police Department’s actual costs for any seizure will include 

having the personnel, equipment and facilities necessary to store fireworks in compliance with the Act, 

costs to be paid shall be determined in accordance with rates and methods established by resolution of 

the Township Board. 

Section 7 Severability 

The phrases, sentences, sections and provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the finding 

that any portion hereof is unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable shall not detract from or affect the 

enforceability of the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 8 Repeal 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed. 

Section 9 Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty calendar days from February 12, 2018. 



To: Planning Commission 

From: Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

Date: December 12, 2017 

Subject: Overlay District 

Last month, the Commissioners reviewed the ordinance language for the proposed US 41 / M-28 Business 
Overlay District and approved adding the proposed language to the January 2018 meeting for public 

hearing. 

Staff had a conversation with the Township Supervisor regarding the name for the district. As the current 

name implies, the proposed district is overlaying business opportunities over the entire corridor, which is 

primarily a business corridor already. A better name for the corridor would be the “Mixed Use Overlay 
District”. 

Staff also reviewed the document, and clarified language (such as definitions), included a section defining 
the corridor boundaries, and formatted the document to make it easier to read and follow. 

Staff Recommendations 

Staff is recommending the Commissioners review the attached document to ensure the revisions have 
been made to their satisfaction, and to determine if additional revisions need to be made prior to the 

public hearing. 

Recommended Motions 

 moved, seconded, that the language for the proposed 

Mixed Use Overlay District be accepted [as written / as changed] and be presented to the Township 

residents at public hearing at the January 2018 meeting. 

Alternative 

The Planning Commission may choose the option to keep the corridor name as originally presented. 

Charter Township of Chocolay 

Planning and Zoning Department 
5010 US 41South 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-249-1448 Fax: 906-249-1313 
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5.5 US 41 / M-28 BUSINESS OVERLAY DISTRICT 

Definitions 

General Definitions (note: will be moved to the definition section of the Zoning 

Ordinance) 

Word or Phrase Definition 

B 

Buffer An area of land, including landscaping, walls, and fences located between 
land uses of different characters and which is intended to mitigate 
negative impacts of the more intense land use on the less intense land 
use 

Build-to zone An area at the front of the lot in which a front building façade must be 
located 

C 

Civic use Land used for community-oriented purposes or objectives, including 
those of not-for-profit dedicated to arts and culture, education, 
recreation, religion, government, and the like 

Commercial Conducting sales or trade intended for the sake of profit 

E 

Effective turning radius The minimum radius appropriate for turning from a through or turning 
lane on an approach street to an appropriate lane on the receiving street 

F 

Frontage line The lot line that coincides with the public right-of-way or edge of a space 
dedicated for public use 

Building facades parallel to frontage lines define public space and are 
therefore subject to a higher level of regulation than the elevations that 
face other lot lines. 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

H 

Habitable space Building space that involves human presence with direct view of the 
fronting streets or public or private open space. Habitable space does not 
include parking garages, storage facilities, warehouses, and display 
windows separated from retail activity 

L 

Liner shop or liner building A building or part of a building with habitable space specifically designed 
to front a public space while masking a function without the capacity to 
monitor public space such as a parking garage, storage facility, or large 
building exceeding the building width limitations of this article 

Lodging Lodging uses provide sleeping accommodations occupied on a rental 
basis for limited periods of time 

Lodging uses are measured based on the number of lodging units 
provided. 

A lodging unit is a furnished room of a minimum 200 square feet that 
includes sanitary facilities and may include limited kitchen facilities 

Use Definitions 
 

 

Word or Phrase Definition 

Civic Uses 

Community facility A non-commercial facility for the benefit of and service to the general 
public, including, but not limited to community centers, cultural facilities 
(such as libraries or museums), police and fire stations, and municipal and 
government uses 

Daycare center A facility, other than a private residence, receiving one or more preschool 
or school age children for care for periods of less than 24 hours a day, and 
where the parents are not immediately available to the child 

Essential services The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or 
municipal departments of underground, surface, or overhead gas, 
electrical, steam, fuel or water transmission or distribution system, 
collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including towers, 
poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, traffic signals, 
hydrants and similar equipment, but not including buildings which are 
necessary for the furnishing of adequate services by such utilities or 
municipal departments for the general health, safety or welfare 

Wireless communication towers or antennas, utility buildings and storage 
yards are not considered essential services under this ordinance.  

Major facility A large facility of institutional nature including, but not limited to 
hospitals, non-educational research facilities, shelters, and similar uses 

Place of worship A facility used for regular organized religious worship and related 
activities 

Public parking A parking facility available to the general public for parking motor 
vehicles, including parking lots or parking structures 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

Recreation facility A non-commercial recreational facility consisting of primarily open space 
including, but not limited to parks, playfields and playgrounds 

Transit facilities A facility providing accommodations by public, private, and non-profit 
entities for the conveyance of persons from one place to another by 
means of a transportation system, including but not limited to bus and 
rail terminals 

Commercial Uses 

Bar, tavern, or other alcohol service 
establishment 

A place of business selling alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises, and where the sale of food may be incidental to the sale of 
such beverages 

This includes any establishment in receipt of a valid alcoholic beverage 
license from the state which permits the sale of alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on the premises as a principal use. Examples of such uses 
include, but are not limited to bars, taverns, cocktail lounges, or 
nightclubs 

Commercial A place of business providing for the sale and display of goods or sale of 
services directly to the consumer, with goods available for immediate 
purchase and removal from the premises by the purchaser 

General commercial services include, but are not limited to barber shops, 
beauty salons, travel agencies, retail dry cleaning, express delivery 
service, photographic and art studios and galleries, funeral homes, animal 
clinics, and repair service establishments (excluding vehicle service). 

Commercial goods include, but are not limited to clothing, food, 
furniture, pharmaceuticals, books, and art objects. 

Drive-through facility accessory to a 
principal use  

A business establishment so developed that its principal retail or service 
character is dependent on providing a driveway approach or parking 
spaces for motor vehicles to service patrons from a window or booth 
while in their motor vehicles, rather than within a building or structure, 
so that consumption off the premises may be facilitated 

Entertainment and recreation A place of business providing entertainment or recreation services such 
as bowling alleys, health or sports clubs, movie theatres, billiards parlors, 
dance halls, or video arcades 

Open air retail A retail sales establishment operated substantially in the open air, 
including but not limited to vending carts, kiosks, farmers or flea markets 
and the like 

Not included are car sales, equipment sales, boat sales, and home and 
garden supplies and equipment. 

Place of assembly A commercial facility for public assembly including, but not limited to 
arenas, auditoriums, conference facilities, convention centers, exhibition 
halls, and theatres and performing arts centers 

Restaurant A place of business dedicated to the preparation and sale of food and 
beverage for immediate consumption on or off site 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

Education Uses 

College / university A facility for post-secondary education that grants associate, bachelor, 
master, or doctoral degrees and that may include research functions or 
professional schools 

Learning center A facility offering training, tutoring, or instruction in subjects such as 
languages, music, fine arts, or dance. This may include provision of 
electronic testing or distance learning 

Research facility A facility for research and development that does not involve the use of 
human testing, animal husbandry, incinerators, heavy equipment, mass 
manufacturing, fabrication, processing, or sale of products 

Any facility involving human testing, animal husbandry, or incinerators 
shall be considered a Major Facility. 

School A facility offering instruction at the pre-school to high school level 

Special training / vocational A facility offering instruction or training in trades or occupations such as 
secretarial, paralegal, business, beauty, barber, bartender, acupuncture, 
massage, design, or other similar vocations 

This classification excludes training and education in any activity that is 
not otherwise permitted in the zone. 

Lodging Uses 

Bed and breakfast A group of 10 or fewer lodging units that may provide services for dining, 
meeting, or recreation 

Inn A group of 25 or fewer lodging units that may provide services for dining, 
meeting, or recreation 

Hotel A group of more than 25 lodging units that may provide services for 
dining, meeting, or recreation 

Office Uses 

Office An office is a room or group of rooms used for conducting a business, 
profession, service, or government. Such facilities may include, but are 
not limited to, offices of attorneys, engineers, architects, physicians, 
dentists, accountants, financial institutions, real estate companies, 
insurance companies, financial planners, or corporate offices 

Offices exclude manufacturing activities. 

Residential Uses 

Dwelling unit in a mixed-use building A dwelling unit located in a building with non-residential land uses 

Such units may not be located on the ground floor of the building. 

Live / work unit A dwelling unit that contains a commercial component. 

Multiple-family dwelling unit A unit in a building used exclusively for residential purposes containing 
two or more residential dwelling units 

A multiple-family structure where units are available for lease or rent for 
periods of less than one month shall be considered a lodging use. 

One-family detached dwelling unit A detached building containing one dwelling unit 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

State licensed residential facility Any structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed by the 
State of Michigan pursuant to Michigan Public Act 116 of 1973 (the Child 
Care Licensing Act) or Michigan Public Act 218 of 1979 (the Adult Foster 
Care Facility Licensing Act) 

This definition includes adult foster care facilities, foster family homes, 
foster family group homes, family day care homes, and group day care 
homes. 

 

 

 

Administration 

Intent 

The Business Overlay District is designed to foster vital, lively, and sustainable development 

that creates a neighborhood identity for the portion of the Township located in district. The district 

is adopted to implement the vision of the Master Plan. 

Establishment of the Business Overlay District 

The Business Overlay District is an optional overlay district. Any land that is located within 

the boundaries of the overlay district will have two zoning designations, the Business Overlay and the 

standard underlying zoning district as shown on the Township Zoning Map. 

Property in the Business Overlay District may continue to be used as permitted by the 

standard zoning district. Any new development or major redevelopment in the Business Overlay 

District may be accomplished following either the requirements of this section or the regulations 

applicable in the underlying zoning district. 

Minor redevelopment of existing buildings and uses developed in accordance with the 

standards of the underlying zoning district may be permitted to redevelop according to the 

dimensional standards of the Zoning Ordinance even if those dimensional standards may violate the 

dimensional standards applicable in the underlying zoning district. In the case of such minor 

redevelopment, the Planning Commission shall determine which regulations of the Zoning Ordinance 

shall apply based on the size, scale, and location of the proposed minor redevelopment. 

Instructions 

Application of Requirements 

The provisions of this section are activated by “shall” or “must” when required, “should” or 

“encouraged” when recommended, and “may” when optional. 

Conflict 

Wherever there appears to be a conflict between the regulations of this Section and other 

sections of the Zoning Ordinance (as applied to a particular development), the requirements 

specifically set forth in this Section shall prevail. For development standards not addressed in this 

section the other applicable sections of this Zoning Ordinance shall be used as the requirement. 
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Approval Process 

Any proposed development using the Business Overlay District option shall require only site 

plan approval unless a use or design characteristic that requires conditional use approval as 

identified in this Section is proposed as part of the development. 

Site Plan Approval 

Site plan approval shall be required in accordance with the requirements of Section IX, Site 

Plan Review. The type of site plan review required and the site plan review process shall follow the 

procedures identified in Section IX. Site plans must contain all of the information required in Section 

IX. 

Conditional Use Approval 

For any proposed development or establishment of use that requires conditional use 

approval, the application shall be reviewed following the procedures and review criteria found in 

Section XVI Conditional Use Permits. 

Planned Unit Development and Site Condominium 

Any proposed planned unit development (PUD) or site condominium shall be approved 

following the procedures contained in sections X Planned Unit Development or XII Site Condominiums 

with the exception that any design requirement contained in this section shall take precedence over 

any similar design requirement contained in section X or XII. 

Permitted and Optional Regulations 

Wherever in this Article reference is made to permitted and optional improvements, 

permitted improvements shall be permitted by right, while optional improvements shall require the 

approval of the Planning Commission. An optional improvement or layout may be permitted by the 

Planning Commission if it is consistent with the following criteria: 
 

a) The requested option is consistent with the intent of the Business Overlay District as 

established in this Section. 

b) The requested option is consistent with existing or planned development on adjacent or 

nearby parcels. 

c) The requested option will not negatively impact the potential of adjacent parcels to develop in 

accordance with the standards of this Section. 

d) The requested option will, in the opinion of Planning Commission, result in a design or layout 

that would provide improvement or layout. 

Existing Development in the Business Overlay District 
 

Any development activity in the Business Overlay District that requires administrative or 

sketch plan review, or does not require site plan review per Section IX Site Plan Review may be 

reviewed following the requirements of this Section. Site or building improvements shall be 
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consistent with the provisions of this Section to the greatest extent possible; however, complete 

compliance with the provisions is not required. 

Any development activity in the Business Overlay District that requires site plan approval 

shall comply with all of the requirements herein, except as may be modified per the Dimensional and 

Design Standards in this Section. 

Permitted Uses 

Table 1 lists the uses that are permitted as principal, conditional, and accessory uses in the 

Business Overlay District. 

Table 1 – Overlay District Uses 

Use Permitted Use Conditional Use 

Civic 

Community facility  x  

Daycare center  x  

Essential services x  

Major facility  x 

Place of worship   x 

Public parking x  

Recreational facility  x  

Transit facilities x  

Commercial 

Bar, tavern, or other 
alcohol service 
establishment  

x  

Drive-through facility 
accessory to a principal 
use  

 x 

Entertainment and 
recreation  

x  

General commercial  x  

Open air retail   x 

Place of assembly  x  

Restaurant  x  

Education 

Learning center x  

Research facility x  

School x  

Special training / 
vocational  

x  
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Use Permitted Use Conditional Use 

Lodging 

Bed & Breakfast  x  

Inn x  

Hotel x  

Office 

Office  x  

Residential 

Dwelling unit in a 
mixed-use building  

x  

Live / work unit  x  

Multiple-family 
dwelling unit  

 x 

One-family detached 
dwellings  

x  

State licensed 
residential facilities (all 
types) 

x  

Permitted Uses 

 Accessory drive-through facility (such as a bank, fast food, or pharmacy) 

 Accessory food and beverage service, laundry, entertainment facilities, and other similar 
compatible uses. 

 Accessory gas sales 

 Accessory residential home occupation - Tier 1. 

 Agricultural commercial sales (such as rental and small equipment and repair; fertilizer, 
herbicide, and pesticide sales; and garden centers and nurseries) 

 Animal Services – Indoor facilities (such as animal hospitals or shelters, breeding / boarding 
kennels, and veterinary services) 

 Athletic / fitness /exercise establishments (such as bowling alleys; ice or roller blade rinks; and 
fitness membership clubs) 

 Auditoriums and other places for public assembly 

 Bed and breakfast, tourist home, or similar with four units or less 

 Business office (such as attorneys; accountants; architects; engineers; commercial business; real 
estate; small clinics; and government) 

 Charitable or philanthropic organizations (such as Habitat for Humanity, Red Cross, and 
Salvation Army) 

 Commercial outdoor recreation (such as miniature golf, amphitheaters, and batting cages)  

 Community center (for social activities such as neighborhood, community or senior centers) 

 Child and adult care (such as day care center with fewer than seven children; family day care 
home; adult foster care family home; adult foster care homes with fewer than seven adults; 
foster family home; foster family group home, and State licensed residential facility) 
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 Financial institutions (such as banks, credit unions, lenders, and brokerage houses) 

 Food trucks and other mobile vendors 

 Hotels, motels, or similar lodging facilities with five units or more 

 Libraries, museums, culture centers, and other similar compatible uses 

 Light intensity processing with accessory storage (such as kitchen incubators, commercial 
kitchens, and small craft bottling facilities) 

 Medium intensity processing and handling (such as  food aggregation sites; small meat, food and 
beverage processing; and wineries and breweries with bottling, packaging, and distribution 
activities) 

 Moderate regional commercial – moderate traffic intensity can include some outdoor storage 
and handling areas (such as automotive parts; appliances and household goods and service; 
business supplies and service; convenience store without gas sales; discount store; large grocery 
store; hardware store; building trades or specialty contractor office; car or truck wash; gas 
station; garden center; shopping center or department store; stone monuments or slab; funeral 
services; indoor auction or flea market facility; ATV, motorcycle, and snowmobile sales and 
repair; repair of small engines and small electric motors, lawn mowers, snowmobiles, boat 
motors, ATVs, and trail groomers; and other similar uses) 

 Neighborhood retail (such as arts, crafts, and hobby supplies; handcrafted items; art gallery and 
fine art instruction; sporting goods; pet grooming; personal care products or services; health 
stores; bicycle sales, repair and rental; books and magazines; caterer; small grocery stores; 
laundromat, dry cleaning, and tailoring; prepared or prepackaged food and beverage sales; 
rental, sales and service of non-motorized recreation equipment such as kayaks, canoes, and 
outdoor equipment; light repair of consumer goods such as televisions, clocks, watches, 
cameras, shoes, guns, office equipment, clothing and upholstery; and other similar uses) 

 On-site agritourism (such as special event hosting, hayrides and other events open to the public) 

 Outdoor display and sales area 

 Outdoor food and beverage service 

 Outdoor food preparation 

 Places of worship (such as churches, synagogues, temples and mosques) 

 Public offices (such as government offices and services; publicly owned tourist information 
centers and other similar uses) 

 Retail food and drink – can include indoor entertainment (such as restaurants, bakeries, bars, 
taverns, nightclubs, brewpubs, coffee shops, ice cream stores, delicatessens, soup kitchens and 
other similar uses) 

 Roadside parks, public parks, public gardens, trails and trail easements 

 Storage facilities 

 Utilities (such as telephone, cable, and electrical lines; sanitary sewer; and gas and water lines) 

 WECS towers under ten feet and alternative energy arrays of less than seven panels 

Conditional Uses 

 Accessory residential home occupation - Tier 2. 

 Animal Services – Outdoor facilities (such as animal hospitals or shelters; breeding / boarding 
kennels and veterinary services) 

 Apartments, attached townhouses, condominiums and other similar uses 

 Community or urban gardens as a principal use on a lot 
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 Farmer's market or food truck as the principal use of a lot 

 Heavy regional commercial / high traffic intensity or large outdoor storage and handling areas 
(such as passenger vehicle sales and service; boats and marine supplies; building supplies; 
building trades or specialty contractor yards; large vehicle / equipment sales, repair, and rental; 
industrial equipment or heavy consumer good sales and service; mobile  home and RV sales and 
service; warehouse or superstore; and other similar uses) 

 Large child and adult care (such as day care center with more than six children; group day care 
facility; child caring institutions; children's therapeutic group homes; adult foster care homes 
with more  than six adults; adult foster care facilities, and adult foster care congregate facilities) 

 Large housing (such as monasteries, seminaries, convents, fraternity or sorority and other 
housing similar to and compatible with the above housing. 
Does not include prisons, other correctional facilities, community residential care facilities or 

institutions for human care and habitation 

 Light manufacturing, including large scale processing and assembly (such as food; printing, 
publishing and engraving shops;  small vehicle, machinery or vehicle parts assembly; fabricated 
metal products; forming and molding plastic products; machine shops; musical instruments; 
monument and art stone production; industrial laundry operations; furniture and related wood 
products processing facility; electrical appliances and electronic instruments; solar devices; and 
other similar uses) 

 Light use structures (such as electrical substations; gas regulator stations; communication 
towers; satellite antennas larger than ten feet in diameter; and recycling collection centers) 

 Medical or social care (such as nursing or convalescent homes; homes for the aged; assisted 
living facilities; orphanages; sanitariums; halfway houses; spouse abuse shelters; and homeless 
shelters) 

 Medium manufacturing, including some outdoor operations or temporary storage of materials 
or vehicles (such as welding shops; machine shops; small vehicle, body, and frame repair; towing 
with temporary outdoor storage; exterminators; recycling operations other than vehicles; 
wholesale lawn and garden services; and landscape supply) 

 Mobile processing facility (such as food, meat, and game processing) 

 On-site composting accessory to a non-residential use 

 Outdoor flea market 

 Outdoor recreation areas (such as fairgrounds; zoos; riding stables; amusement and water 
parks; theme parks; and golf driving ranges) 

 Outdoor storage –not accessory to a business 

 Public or private schools (such as K-16, vocational, art, music, dance, driver’s training, and 
associated education research) 

 Resorts 

 Riding stable or animal breeding facility accessory to a residence 

 Sawmills, whether temporary or permanent, as an accessory use 

 Self-service storage facilities (such as mini-warehouses and rental storage units) 

 Transportation (such as Park and Ride facility; commuter parking; parking garages; bus depots; 
helipad; and other similar uses) 

 Truck stops 

 WECS towers ten feet or higher, and alternative energy arrays of more than six panels 
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Dimensional and Design Standards 

General 

Lot Design Standards 

The lot design standards set forth where buildings, parking, and other improvements shall 

be placed on a lot. The lot design standards are based on the type of street upon which the lot has 

frontage. 

Building Entrances 

Entrance to buildings located on corner lots or lots that front upon two or more streets or 

roads shall be required to have a principal entrance onto each street or a corner entrance oriented 

toward the intersection of the two streets. 

Density 

There are no maximum or minimum density standards for residential dwelling units in the 

Business Overlay District. The number of dwelling units that may be developed will be determined 

by lot design requirements such as the maximum height and minimum parking requirement for 

buildings. 

Setback Requirements 

Buildings in the Business Overlay District shall comply with the following minimum and 

maximum setback requirements. When there is a minimum and a maximum requirement for a 

setback, the building must be located within the build-to area that is created by the minimum and 

maximum setback requirement. 

Parking Requirements 

All parking requirements found in Section VIII Off Street Parking and Loading Requirements 

shall apply in the Business Overlay District. 

Outdoor Amenity Space 

Amenity Required Space 

All developments in the Business Overlay District shall provide outdoor amenity spaces with 

a minimum area of 2% of the gross land area of the development. The size and disposition of the 

amenity space shall be proportionate to the size and scale of the development. The emphasis of the 

amenity space requirement is on the quality rather than the quantity of the space. 

Storm Water Management 

All storm water management facilities in the Business Overlay District shall be attractively 

designed as a site amenity. However, storm water management facilities may not be used to satisfy 



 

 US 41 / M-28 Business Overlay District  

the amenity space requirement. The area of a storm water management facility is defined as any area 

within 25 feet of the freeboard elevation of a detention pond. 

Landscaping and Buffering 

All landscaping requirements found in Section XI Landscape and Grading Requirements shall 

apply in the Business Overlay District. 

Signs 

All sign requirements found in Section XVIII Signs and Fences shall apply in the Business 

Overlay District 

Modification of Dimension and Design Standards 

Intent 

The requirements of this Section are comprehensive in scope and detailed in nature. The 

regulations have been designed to establish specific design criteria for new development in the 

Business Overlay District while still allowing for flexibility in site layout and design, architecture, and 

landscaping. However, unique site conditions or other factors may justify modifications from the 

dimensional standards of this Section. 

It is the intent of this Section to establish a procedure by which the Planning Commission 

may modify the dimensional standards of this Section and the procedure by which those 

dimensional standards may be modified. 

Relief from any standard or provision of this ordinance not specifically identified as a 

modifiable standard shall require a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals following the 

procedures of Section 1.6 Administrative Standards and Procedures of this Zoning Ordinance. 

Modification Procedure 

The Planning Commission shall determine that all of the following apply prior to approving 

a requested modification: 

1. The proposed development will still meet the purpose and intent of the Business Overlay 
District as identified in this Section if the requested modification is approved. 

2. The applicant shall submit evidence demonstrating that compliance with the strict standards 
of this Section makes development impractical on the site, and that the modification is 
necessary to develop in accordance with the standards of this Section. 

3. The requested modification will not make further development on the site or adjacent or 
nearby sites according to the standards of this Section impossible or impractical. 

4. The requested modification is the smallest modification necessary. If the proposed 
development could be constructed in a substantially similar manner with a smaller 
modification, the smaller modification may be approved. 

5. The modification will permit innovative design. 



 

 US 41 / M-28 Business Overlay District  

Modifiable Standards 

Only the standards and regulations specifically identified in Table 2 may be modified. If the 

reference refers to a subsection, only the identified standards of that subsection may be modified. If 

the reference refers to an entire section, any standard in the entire section may be modified. 

Table 2 – Modifiable Standards 

Requirement Applicable Zoning Ordinance Sections 

Street and highway Section 5.3 US 41/M-28 Access Management Overlay 

Section 6.7 Road Frontage Requirements 

Setback Section 6.1 Height and Placement Regulations 

Section 6.2 Zoning District Boundary Setback 
Regulations 

Minimum and maximum parking, 
parking layout standards, parking lot 
access standards and parking structures 

Section VIII Off Street Parking and Loading 
Requirements 
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5.5 MIXED USE OVERLAY DISTRICT 

Definitions 

General Definitions (note: will be moved to the definition section of the Zoning 

Ordinance) 

Word or Phrase Definition 

C 

Civic use Land used for community-oriented purposes or objectives, including 
those of not-for-profit dedicated to arts and culture, education, 
recreation, religion, government, and the like 

Commercial Conducting sales or trade intended for the sake of profit 

F 

Frontage line The lot line that coincides with the public right-of-way or edge of a space 
dedicated for public use 

Building facades parallel to frontage lines define public space and are 
therefore subject to a higher level of regulation than the elevations that 
face other lot lines. 

H 

Habitable space Building space that involves human presence with direct view of the 
fronting streets or public or private open space. Habitable space does not 
include parking garages, storage facilities, warehouses, and display 
windows separated from retail activity 

L 

Liner shop or liner building A building or part of a building with habitable space specifically designed 
to front a public space while masking a function without the capacity to 
monitor public space such as a parking garage, storage facility, or large 
building exceeding the building width limitations of this article 

Lodging Lodging uses provide sleeping accommodations occupied on a rental 
basis for limited periods of time 

Lodging uses are measured based on the number of lodging units 
provided. 

A lodging unit is a furnished room of a minimum 200 square feet that 
includes sanitary facilities and may include limited kitchen facilities 

VIII.C.2
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Use Definitions 
 

 

Word or Phrase Definition 

Civic Uses 

Community facility A non-commercial facility for the benefit of and service to the general 
public, including, but not limited to community centers, cultural facilities 
(such as libraries or museums), police and fire stations, and municipal and 
government uses 

Daycare center A facility, other than a private residence, receiving one or more preschool 
or school age children for care for periods of less than 24 hours a day, and 
where the parents are not immediately available to the child 

Essential services The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or 
municipal departments of underground, surface, or overhead gas, 
electrical, steam, fuel or water transmission or distribution system, 
collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including towers, 
poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, traffic signals, 
hydrants and similar equipment, but not including buildings which are 
necessary for the furnishing of adequate services by such utilities or 
municipal departments for the general health, safety or welfare 

Wireless communication towers or antennas, utility buildings and storage 
yards are not considered essential services under this ordinance.  

Major facility A large facility of institutional nature including, but not limited to 
hospitals, non-educational research facilities, shelters, and similar uses 

Place of worship A facility used for regular organized religious worship and related 
activities 

Public parking A parking facility available to the general public for parking motor 
vehicles, including parking lots or parking structures 

Recreation facility A non-commercial recreational facility consisting of primarily open space 
including, but not limited to parks, playfields and playgrounds 

Transit facilities A facility providing accommodations by public, private, and non-profit 
entities for the conveyance of persons from one place to another by 
means of a transportation system, including but not limited to bus and 
rail terminals 

Commercial Uses 

Bar, tavern, or other alcohol service 
establishment 

A place of business selling alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises, and where the sale of food may be incidental to the sale of 
such beverages 

This includes any establishment in receipt of a valid alcoholic beverage 
license from the state which permits the sale of alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on the premises as a principal use. Examples of such uses 
include, but are not limited to bars, taverns, cocktail lounges, or 
nightclubs 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

Commercial A place of business providing for the sale and display of goods or sale of 
services directly to the consumer, with goods available for immediate 
purchase and removal from the premises by the purchaser 

General commercial services include, but are not limited to barber shops, 
beauty salons, travel agencies, retail dry cleaning, express delivery 
service, photographic and art studios and galleries, funeral homes, animal 
clinics, and repair service establishments (excluding vehicle service). 

Commercial goods include, but are not limited to clothing, food, 
furniture, pharmaceuticals, books, and art objects. 

Drive-through facility accessory to a 
principal use  

A business establishment so developed that its principal retail or service 
character is dependent on providing a driveway approach or parking 
spaces for motor vehicles to service patrons from a window or booth 
while in their motor vehicles, rather than within a building or structure, 
so that consumption off the premises may be facilitated 

Entertainment and recreation A place of business providing entertainment or recreation services such 
as bowling alleys, health or sports clubs, movie theatres, billiards parlors, 
dance halls, or video arcades 

Open air retail A retail sales establishment operated substantially in the open air, 
including but not limited to vending carts, kiosks, farmers or flea markets 
and the like 

Not included are car sales, equipment sales, boat sales, and home and 
garden supplies and equipment. 

Place of assembly A commercial facility for public assembly including, but not limited to 
arenas, auditoriums, conference facilities, convention centers, exhibition 
halls, and theatres and performing arts centers 

Restaurant A place of business dedicated to the preparation and sale of food and 
beverage for immediate consumption on or off site 

Education Uses 

College / university A facility for post-secondary education that grants associate, bachelor, 
master, or doctoral degrees and that may include research functions or 
professional schools 

Learning center A facility offering training, tutoring, or instruction in subjects such as 
languages, music, fine arts, or dance. This may include provision of 
electronic testing or distance learning 

Research facility A facility for research and development that does not involve the use of 
human testing, animal husbandry, incinerators, heavy equipment, mass 
manufacturing, fabrication, processing, or sale of products 

Any facility involving human testing, animal husbandry, or incinerators 
shall be considered a Major Facility. 

School A facility offering instruction at the pre-school to high school level 
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Word or Phrase Definition 

Special training / vocational A facility offering instruction or training in trades or occupations such as 
secretarial, paralegal, business, beauty, barber, bartender, acupuncture, 
massage, design, or other similar vocations 

This classification excludes training and education in any activity that is 
not otherwise permitted in the zone. 

Lodging Uses 

Bed and breakfast A group of 10 or fewer lodging units that may provide services for dining, 
meeting, or recreation 

Inn A group of 25 or fewer lodging units that may provide services for dining, 
meeting, or recreation 

Hotel A group of more than 25 lodging units that may provide services for 
dining, meeting, or recreation 

Office Uses 

Office An office is a room or group of rooms used for conducting a business, 
profession, service, or government. Such facilities may include, but are 
not limited to, offices of attorneys, engineers, architects, physicians, 
dentists, accountants, financial institutions, real estate companies, 
insurance companies, financial planners, or corporate offices 

Offices exclude manufacturing activities. 

Residential Uses 

Dwelling unit in a mixed-use building A dwelling unit located in a building with non-residential land uses 

Live / work unit A dwelling unit that contains a commercial component 

Multiple-family dwelling unit A unit in a building used exclusively for residential purposes containing 
two or more residential dwelling units 

A multiple-family structure where units are available for lease or rent for 
periods of less than one month shall be considered a lodging use. 

One-family detached dwelling unit A detached building containing one dwelling unit 

State licensed residential facility Any structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed by the 
State of Michigan pursuant to Michigan Public Act 116 of 1973 (the Child 
Care Licensing Act) or Michigan Public Act 218 of 1979 (the Adult Foster 
Care Facility Licensing Act) 

This definition includes adult foster care facilities, foster family homes, 
foster family group homes, family day care homes, and group day care 
homes. 

 

 

 

Administration 

Intent 

The Mixed Use Overlay District is designed to foster vital, lively, and sustainable 

development that creates a neighborhood identity for the portion of the Township located in district. 

The district is adopted to implement the vision of the Master Plan. 
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Establishment of the Mixed Use Overlay District 

The Mixed Use Overlay District is an optional overlay district. Any land that is located within 

the boundaries of the overlay district will have two zoning designations, the Mixed Use Overlay 

District and the standard underlying zoning district as shown on the Township Zoning Map. 

Property in the Mixed Use Overlay District may continue to be used as permitted by the 

standard zoning district. Any new development or major redevelopment in the Mixed Use Overlay 

District may be accomplished following either the requirements of this section or the regulations 

applicable in the underlying zoning district. 

Minor redevelopment of existing buildings and uses developed in accordance with the 

standards of the underlying zoning district may be permitted to redevelop according to the 

dimensional standards of the Zoning Ordinance even if those dimensional standards may violate the 

dimensional standards applicable in the underlying zoning district. In the case of such minor 

redevelopment, the Planning Commission shall determine which regulations of the Zoning Ordinance 

shall apply based on the size, scale, and location of the proposed minor redevelopment. 

Boundaries of the Mixed Use Overlay District 

The general boundaries of the Mixed Use Overlay District are: 

 Identified parcels from the northwest boundary of the Township on US 41 to the intersection 
of US 41 and M-28 

 Identified parcels south of the intersection of US 41 and M-28 (approximately 1/4 mile) 

 Identified parcels on the north end of Cherry Creek Road from the intersection of US 41 and 
M-28 (approximately 1/4 mile) 

 Identified parcels east of the intersection of US 41 South and M-28 East (approximately 1/2  
mile) 

Identified parcels shall be shown and described on the Township’s Mixed Use Overlay map for 

the purposes and uses permitted in this Section. 

Instructions 

Wherever there appears to be a conflict between the regulations of this Section and other 

sections of the Zoning Ordinance (as applied to a particular development), the requirements 

specifically set forth in this Section shall prevail. For development standards not addressed in this 

section the other applicable sections of the Zoning Ordinance shall be used as the requirement. 

Approval Process 

Any proposed development using the Mixed Use Overlay District option shall require only 

site plan approval unless a use or design characteristic that requires conditional use approval as 

identified in this Section is proposed as part of the development. 
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Site Plan Approval 

Site plan approval shall be required in accordance with the requirements of Section IX, Site 

Plan Review. The type of site plan review required and the site plan review process shall follow the 

procedures identified in Section IX. Site plans must contain all of the information required in Section 

IX. 

Conditional Use Approval 

For any proposed development or establishment of use that requires conditional use 

approval, the application shall be reviewed following the procedures and review criteria found in 

Section XVI Conditional Use Permits. 

Planned Unit Development and Site Condominium 

Any proposed planned unit development (PUD) or site condominium shall be approved 

following the procedures contained in Sections X Planned Unit Development or XII Site Condominiums 

with the exception that any design requirement contained in this Section shall take precedence over 

any similar design requirement contained in Section X or XII. 

Permitted and Optional Regulations 

Wherever in this Article reference is made to permitted and optional improvements, 

permitted improvements shall be permitted by right, while optional improvements shall require the 

approval of the Planning Commission. An optional improvement or layout may be permitted by the 

Planning Commission if it is consistent with the following criteria: 
 

a) The requested option is consistent with the intent of the Mixed Use Overlay District as 

established in this Section. 

b) The requested option is consistent with existing or planned development on adjacent or 

nearby parcels. 

c) The requested option will not negatively impact the potential of adjacent parcels to develop in 

accordance with the standards of this Section. 

d) The requested option will, in the opinion of Planning Commission, result in a design or layout 

that would provide improvement or layout. 

Existing Development in the Mixed Use Overlay District 
 

Any development activity in the Mixed Use Overlay District that requires administrative or 

sketch plan review, or does not require site plan review per Section IX Site Plan Review may be 

reviewed following the requirements of this Section. Site or building improvements shall be 

consistent with the provisions of this Section to the greatest extent possible; however, complete 

compliance with the provisions is not required. 

Any development activity in the Mixed Use Overlay District that requires site plan approval 

shall comply with all of the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, except as may be modified per the 

Dimensional and Design Standards in this Section. 
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Permitted Uses 

Table 1 lists the uses that are permitted as principal and conditional uses in the Mixed Use 

Overlay District. 

Table 1 – Mixed Use Overlay District Uses 

Use Permitted Use Conditional Use 

Civic 

Community facility  x  

Daycare center  x  

Essential services x  

Major facility  x 

Place of worship   x 

Public parking x  

Recreational facility  x  

Transit facilities x  

Commercial 

Bar, tavern, or other 
alcohol service 
establishment  

x  

Drive-through facility 
accessory to a principal 
use  

 x 

Entertainment and 
recreation  

x  

General commercial  x  

Open air retail   x 

Place of assembly  x  

Restaurant  x  

Education 

College / university x  

Learning center x  

Research facility x  

School x  

Special training / 
vocational  

x  

Lodging 

Bed & Breakfast  x  

Inn x  

Hotel x  
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Use Permitted Use Conditional Use 

Office 

Office  x  

Residential 

Dwelling unit in a 
mixed-use building  

x  

Live / work unit  x  

Multiple-family 
dwelling unit  

 x 

One-family detached 
dwelling unit  

x  

State licensed 
residential facility (all 
types) 

x  

Permitted Uses 

 Accessory drive-through facility 

Examples:  

o bank 

o fast food 

o pharmacy 

 Accessory entertainment facilities, food and beverage service, laundry, and other similar 
compatible uses. 

 Accessory gas sales 

 Accessory residential home occupation - tier 1. 

 Agricultural commercial sales 

Examples: 

o fertilizer, herbicide, and pesticide sales 

o garden centers and nurseries 

o rental and small equipment and repair 

 Animal services – indoor facilities 

Examples: 

o animal hospitals or shelters 

o breeding / boarding kennels 

o veterinary services 

 Athletic / fitness /exercise establishments 

Examples: 

o bowling alleys 

o fitness membership clubs 

o ice or roller blade rinks 
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 Auditoriums and other places for public assembly 

 Bed and breakfast, tourist home, or similar with four units or less 

 Business office 

Examples:  

o accountants 

o architects 

o attorneys 

o commercial business 

o engineers 

o government 

o real estate 

o small clinics 

  Charitable or philanthropic organizations 

Examples:  

o Habitat for Humanity 

o Red Cross 

o Salvation Army 

 Commercial outdoor recreation 

Examples: 

o amphitheaters 

o batting cages 

o miniature golf 

 Community center  

For social activities such as neighborhood, community or senior centers 

 Child and adult care 

Examples 

o adult foster care family home 

o adult foster care homes with fewer 
than seven adults 

o day care center with fewer than 
seven children 

o family day care home 

o foster family group home  

o foster family home 

o State licensed residential facility 

 Financial institutions 

Examples 

o banks 

o brokerage houses 

o credit unions 

o lenders 

 Food trucks and other mobile vendors 

 Hotels, motels, or similar lodging facilities with five units or more 

 Libraries, museums, culture centers, and other similar compatible uses 

 Light intensity processing with accessory storage 

Examples 

o commercial kitchens 

o kitchen incubators 

o small craft bottling facilities 
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 Medium intensity processing and handling 

Examples 

o food aggregation sites 

o small meat, food and beverage processing 

o wineries and breweries with bottling, packaging, and distribution activities 

 Moderate regional commercial – moderate traffic intensity can include some outdoor storage 
and handling areas 

Examples: 

o appliances and household goods 
and service 

o ATV, motorcycle, and snowmobile 
sales and repair 

o automotive parts 

o building trades or specialty 
contractor office 

o business supplies and service 

o car or truck wash 

o convenience store without gas 
sales 

o discount store 

o funeral services 

o garden center 

o gas station 

o hardware store 

o indoor auction or flea market facility 

o large grocery store 

o repair of small engines and small electric 
motors, lawn mowers, snowmobiles, boat 
motors, ATVs, and trail groomers 

o shopping center or department store 

o stone monuments or slab 

o other similar uses 

 Neighborhood retail 

Examples 

o art gallery and fine art instruction 

o arts, crafts, and hobby supplies 

o bicycle sales, repair and rental 

o books and magazines 

o caterer 

o handcrafted items 

o health stores 

o laundromat, dry cleaning, 
tailoring 

o light repair of consumer goods 
such as televisions, clocks, 
watches, cameras, shoes, guns, 
office equipment, clothing and 
upholstery  

o personal care products or services 

o pet grooming 

o prepared or prepackaged food and beverage 
sales 

o rental, sales and service of non-motorized 
recreation equipment such as kayaks, 
canoes, and outdoor equipment 

o small grocery stores 

o sporting goods 

o other similar uses 
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 On-site agritourism 

Examples 

o hayrides 

o special event hosting 

o other events open to the public 

 Outdoor display and sales area 

 Outdoor food and beverage service 

 Outdoor food preparation 

 Places of worship 

Examples 

o churches 

o mosques 

o synagogues 

o temples 

 Public offices 

Examples 

o government offices and services 

o publicly owned tourist information centers 

o other similar uses 

 Retail food and drink – can include indoor entertainment 

Examples: 

o bakeries 

o bars 

o brewpubs 

o coffee shops 

o delicatessens 

o ice cream stores 

o nightclubs 

o restaurants 

o soup kitchens 

o taverns 

o other similar uses 

 Roadside parks, public parks, public gardens, trails and trail easements 

 Storage facilities 

 Utilities 

Examples: 

o gas and water lines 

o sanitary sewer 

o telephone, cable, and electrical lines 

 WECS towers under ten feet and alternative energy arrays of less than seven panels 
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Conditional Uses 

 Accessory residential home occupation - tier 2. 

 Animal services – outdoor facilities 

Examples: 

o animal hospitals or shelters 

o breeding / boarding kennels 

o veterinary services 

 Apartments, attached townhouses, condominiums and other similar uses 

 Community or urban gardens as a principal use on a lot 

 Farmer's market or food truck as the principal use of a lot 

 Heavy regional commercial / high traffic intensity or large outdoor storage and handling 
areas 

Examples: 

o boats and marine supplies 

o building supplies; building trades 
or specialty contractor yards 

o industrial equipment or heavy 
consumer good sales and service 

o large vehicle / equipment sales, 
repair, and rental 

o mobile  home and RV sales and service 

o passenger vehicle sales and service 

o warehouse or superstore; and other similar 
uses 

 

 

 Large child and adult care 

Examples: 

o adult foster care congregate 
facilities 

o adult foster care facilities 

o adult foster care homes with more  
than six adults 

o child caring institutions 

o children's therapeutic group homes 

o day care center with more than six children 

o group day care facility 

 

 

 Large housing 

Examples 

o convents 

o fraternity or sorority 

o monasteries 

o seminaries 

o other housing similar to and 
compatible with the above 
housing 

Does not include prisons, other correctional facilities, community residential care 

facilities or institutions for human care and habitation 
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 Light manufacturing, including large scale processing and assembly 

Examples 

o electrical appliances and electronic 
instruments 

o fabricated metal products 

o food 

o forming and molding plastic 
products; machine shops 

o furniture and related wood 
products processing facility 

o industrial laundry operations 

o monument and art stone production 

o musical instruments 

o printing 

o publishing and engraving shops 

o small vehicle, machinery or vehicle parts 
assembly 

o solar devices; and other similar uses 

 

 Light use structures 

Examples 

o communication towers 

o electrical substations 

o gas regulator stations 

o recycling collection centers 

o satellite antennas larger than ten feet in 
diameter 

 Medical or social care 

Examples: 

o assisted living facilities 

o halfway houses 

o homeless shelters 

o homes for the aged 

o nursing or convalescent homes 

o orphanages 

o sanitariums 

o spouse abuse shelters 

 Medium manufacturing, including some outdoor operations or temporary storage of 
materials or vehicles 

Examples: 

o exterminators 

o machine shops 

o recycling operations other than 
vehicles 

o small vehicle, body, and frame 
repair 

o towing with temporary outdoor storage 

o welding shops 

o wholesale lawn and garden services; and 
landscape supply 

 

 Mobile processing facility 

Examples: 

o food 

o game processing 

o meat  

 On-site composting accessory to a non-residential use 

 Outdoor flea market 
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 Outdoor recreation areas 

Examples 

o amusement and water parks 

o fairgrounds 

o golf driving ranges 

o riding stables 

o theme parks 

o zoos 

 Outdoor storage – not accessory to a business 

 Public or private schools 

Examples: 

o art 

o associated education research 

o dance 

o driver’s training 

o K-20  

o music 

o vocational 

 Resorts 

 Riding stable or animal breeding facility accessory to a residence 

 Sawmills, whether temporary or permanent, as an accessory use 

 Self-service storage facilities 

Examples 

o mini-warehouses 

o rental storage units 

 Transportation 

Examples 

o bus depots 

o commuter parking; parking 
garages 

o helipad 

o such as Park and Ride facility 

o other similar uses 

 Truck stops 

 WECS towers ten feet or higher, and alternative energy arrays of more than six panels 

Dimensional and Design Standards 

General 

Building Entrances 

Entrance to buildings located on corner lots or lots that front upon two or more streets or 

roads shall be required to have a principal entrance onto each street or a corner entrance oriented 

toward the intersection of the two streets. 

Density 

There are no minimum or maximum density standards for residential dwelling units in the 

Mixed Use Overlay District. The number of dwelling units that may be developed will be determined 

by lot design requirements such as the maximum height and minimum parking requirement for 

buildings. 



 

 Mixed Use Overlay District  

Setback Requirements 

Buildings in the Mixed Use Overlay District shall comply with the following minimum and 

maximum setback requirements. When there is a minimum and a maximum requirement for a 

setback, the building must be located within the build-to area that is created by the minimum and 

maximum setback requirement for the underlying zoning district as defined in Section 6.1 Height and 

Placement Regulations. 

Parking Requirements 

All parking requirements found in Section VIII Off Street Parking and Loading Requirements 

shall apply in the Mixed Use Overlay District. 

Outdoor Amenity Space 

Amenity Required Space 

All developments in the Mixed Use Overlay District shall provide outdoor amenity spaces 

with a minimum area of 2% of the gross land area of the development. The size and disposition of 

the amenity space shall be proportionate to the size and scale of the development. The emphasis of 

the amenity space requirement is on the quality rather than the quantity of the space. 

Storm Water Management 

All storm water management facilities in the Mixed Use Overlay District shall be attractively 

designed as a site amenity. However, storm water management facilities may not be used to satisfy 

the amenity space requirement. The area of a storm water management facility is defined as any area 

within 25 feet of the freeboard elevation of a detention pond. 

Landscaping and Buffering 

All landscaping requirements found in Section XI Landscape and Grading Requirements shall 

apply in the Mixed Use Overlay District. 

Signs 

All sign requirements found in Section XVIII Signs and Fences shall apply in the Mixed Use 

Overlay District 

Modification of Dimension and Design Standards 

Intent 

The requirements of this Section are comprehensive in scope and detailed in nature. The 

regulations have been designed to establish specific design criteria for new development in the 

Mixed Use Overlay District while still allowing for flexibility in site layout and design, architecture, 

and landscaping. However, unique site conditions or other factors may justify modifications from 

the dimensional standards of this Section. 



 

 Mixed Use Overlay District  

It is the intent of this Section to establish a procedure by which the Planning Commission 

may modify the dimensional standards of this Section and the procedure by which those 

dimensional standards may be modified. 

Relief from any standard or provision of this ordinance not specifically identified as a 

modifiable standard shall require a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals following the 

procedures of Section 1.6 Administrative Standards and Procedures. 

Modification Procedure 

The Planning Commission shall determine that all of the following apply prior to approving 

a requested modification: 

1. The proposed development will still meet the purpose and intent of the Mixed Use Overlay 
District as identified in this Section if the requested modification is approved. 

2. The applicant shall submit evidence demonstrating that compliance with the strict standards 
of this Section makes development impractical on the site, and that the modification is 
necessary to develop in accordance with the standards of this Section. 

3. The requested modification will not make further development on the site or adjacent or 
nearby sites according to the standards of this Section impossible or impractical. 

4. The requested modification is the smallest modification necessary. If the proposed 
development could be constructed in a substantially similar manner with a smaller 
modification, the smaller modification may be approved. 

5. The modification will permit innovative design. 

Modifiable Standards 

Only the standards and regulations specifically identified in Table 2 may be modified. If the 

reference refers to a subsection, only the identified standards of that subsection may be modified. If 

the reference refers to an entire section, any standard in the entire section may be modified. 

Table 2 – Modifiable Standards 

Requirement Applicable Zoning Ordinance Sections 

Street and highway Section 5.3 US 41/M-28 Access Management Overlay 

Section 6.7 Road Frontage Requirements 

Setback Section 6.1 Height and Placement Regulations 

Section 6.2 Zoning District Boundary Setback 
Regulations 

Minimum and maximum parking, 
parking layout standards, parking lot 
access standards and parking structures 

Section VIII Off Street Parking and Loading 
Requirements 

 
 



To: Planning Commission 

From: Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

Date: December 12, 2017 

Subject: Short Term Rental Considerations 

Background 

During the last meeting, staff indicated that a review of ordinances was under review in relation to the 

topic of short term rentals. 

Staff completed the following over a period of several days during that review: 

 Developed a list of all cities, villages and townships in the Upper Peninsula (290 total)

 Removed 142 cities and villages from the list (148 townships remained)

 Using an interactive map, updated the township list to indicate if the township bordered  the

Great Lakes; 65 townships were found

 Randomly selected approximately half of the townships to search for ordinance language (34

townships)

 Found 24 township ordinances and 1 county ordinance (Keweenaw); 9 townships did not have

ordinances

 Researched the ordinance looking for “rental” as the key search element

 Recorded all the information listed above in the attached documents

Staff Analysis 

Staff discovered that there was a mix of information in the researched ordinances. Some townships had 

rentals as conditional use, some did not specify any information, and others permitted use in all districts. 

There was no consistency across the ordinances, other than the short term rental time frame, if specified, 
was set to 14 days. 

Only three had additional language defining criteria for the rentals. 

Staff Recommendations 

Staff has attached the attached documents for the Commissioners to review. Please bring your ideas and 
comments to the meeting for discussion as to the next steps for this process. 

Charter Township of Chocolay 

Planning and Zoning Department 
5010 US 41South 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-249-1448 Fax: 906-249-1313 

VIII.D



Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Alger Au Train

Au Train Township

Burt Township

Chatham, Village of

Deerton

Eben Junction

Grand Island Township

Grand Marais

Limestone Township

Mathias Township

Munising Township

Munising, City of

Onota Township

Rock River Township

Rumely

Shingleton

Trenary

Wetmore

Baraga Arvon Township

Baraga Township

Baraga, Village of

Covington

Covington Township

Lanse

L'anse Township

L'Anse, Village of

Skanee

Spurr Township

Watton

Chippewa Barbeau

Bay Mills Township

Brimley

Bruce Township

Chippewa Township

Dafter

Dafter Township

De Tour Village, Village of

DeTour Township

Drummond Island

Drummond Township

Eckerman
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Chippewa Goetzville

Hulbert

Hulbert Township

Kincheloe

Kinross

Kinross Charter Township

Paradise

Pickford

Pickford Township

Raber Township

Rudyard

Rudyard Township

Sault Ste Marie, City of

Soo Township

Strongs

Sugar Island Township

Superior Township

Trout Lake

Trout Lake Township

Whitefish Township

Delta Baldwin Township

Bark River

Bark River Township

Bay De Noc Township

Brampton Township

Cornell

Cornell Township

Ensign Township

Escanaba Township

Escanaba, City of

Fairbanks Township

Ford River Township

Garden Township

Garden, Village of

Gladstone, City of

Maple Ridge Township

Masonville Township

Nahma

Nahma Township

Perkins

Rapid River

Rock
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Delta Wells

Wells Township

Dickinson Breen Township

Breitung Charter Township

Channing

Felch

Felch Township

Foster City

Iron Mountain, City of

Kingsford, City of

Loretto

Norway Township

Norway, City of

Quinnesec

Ralph

Sagola

Sagola Township

Vulcan

Waucedah Township

West Branch Township

Gogebic Bessemer Township

Bessemer, City of

Erwin Township

Ironwood Charter Township

Ironwood, City of

Marenisco

Marenisco Township

Ramsay

Wakefield Township

Wakefield, City of

Watersmeet

Watersmeet Township

Houghton Adams Township

Atlantic Mine

Calumet Charter Township

Calumet, Village of

Chassell

Chassell Township

Copper City, Village of

Dodgeville
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Houghton Dollar Bay

Duncan Township

Elm River Township

Franklin Township

Hancock Township

Hancock, City of

Houghton, City of

Hubbell

Kearsarge

Laird Township

Lake Linden, Village of

Laurium, Village of

Nisula

Osceola Township

Painesdale

Pelkie

Portage Charter Township

Quincy Township

Schoolcraft Township

Sidnaw

South Range, Village of

Stanton Township

Toivola

Torch Lake Township

Iron Alpha, Village of

Amasa

Bates Township

Caspian, City of

Crystal Falls Township

Crystal Falls, City of

Gaastra, City of

Hematite Township

Iron River Township

Iron River, City of

Mansfield Township

Mastodon Township

Stambaugh

Stambaugh Township

Keweenaw Ahmeek, Village of

Allouez

Allouez Township
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Keweenaw Copper Harbor

Eagle Harbor Township

Grant Township

Houghton Township

Mohawk

Sherman Township

Luce Columbus Township

Lakefield Township

Mc Millan

McMillan Township

Newberry, Village of

Pentland Township

Mackinac Bois Blanc Township

Brevort Township

Cedarville

Clark Township

Curtis

Engadine

Garfield Township

Gould City

Hendricks Township

Hessel

Hudson Township

Mackinac Island, City of

Marquette Township

Moran

Moran Township

Naubinway

Newton Township

Pointe Aux Pins

Portage Township

Saint Ignace, City of

St. Ignace Township

Marquette Arnold

Big Bay

Champion

Champion Township

Chocolay Charter Township

Ely Township

Ewing Township
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Marquette Forsyth Township

Gwinn

Humboldt Township

Ishpeming Township

Ishpeming, City of

Little Lake

Marquette Charter Township

Marquette, City of

Michigamme

Michigamme Township

National Mine

Negaunee Township

Negaunee, City of

Palmer

Powell Township

Republic

Republic Township

Richmond Township

Sands Township

Skandia

Skandia Township

Tilden Township

Turin Township

Wells Township

West Branch Township

Menominee Carney, Village of

Cedarville Township

Daggett Township

Daggett, Village of

Faithorn Township

Gourley Township

Harris

Harris Township

Hermansville

Holmes Township

Ingalls

Ingallston Township

Lake Township

Mellen Township

Menominee Township

Menominee, City of

Meyer Township
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Menominee Nadeau

Nadeau Township

Perronville

Powers, Village of

Spalding

Spalding Township

Stephenson Township

Stephenson, City of

Wallace

Wilson

Ontonagon Bergland

Bergland Township

Bohemia Township

Bruce Crossing

Carp Lake Township

Ewen

Greenland

Greenland Township

Haight Township

Interior Township

Mass City

Matchwood Township

McMillan Township

Ontonagon Township

Ontonagon, Village of

Rockland

Rockland Township

Stannard Township

Trout Creek

White Pine

Schoolcraft Cooks

Doyle Township

Germfask

Germfask Township

Gulliver

Hiawatha Township

Inwood Township

Manistique Township

Manistique, City of

Mueller Township

Seney
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Survey

Upper Peninsula Cities,

 Villages and Townships

County Township / City

Schoolcraft Seney Township

Thompson Township

Total UP Cities, Villages, 

and Townships

290
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Research

Upper Peninsula Townships

County Township / City Great Lakes Waterfront

Alger Au Train Township Yes

Burt Township Yes

Grand Island Township Yes

Limestone Township No

Mathias Township No

Munising Township Yes

Onota Township Yes

Rock River Township No

Baraga Arvon Township Yes

Baraga Township Yes

Covington Township No

L'anse Township Yes

Spurr Township No

Chippewa Bay Mills Township Yes

Bruce Township Yes

Chippewa Township No

Dafter Township No

DeTour Township Yes

Drummond Township Yes

Hulbert Township No

Kinross Charter Township No

Pickford Township Yes

Raber Township Yes

Rudyard Township No

Soo Township Yes

Sugar Island Township Yes

Superior Township No

Trout Lake Township No

Whitefish Township Yes

Delta Baldwin Township No

Bark River Township No

Bay De Noc Township Yes

Brampton Township Yes

Cornell Township No

Ensign Township Yes

Escanaba Township Yes

Fairbanks Township Yes

Ford River Township Yes

Garden Township Yes

Maple Ridge Township No
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Research

Upper Peninsula Townships

County Township / City Great Lakes Waterfront

Masonville Township Yes

Nahma Township Yes

Wells Township Yes

Dickinson Breen Township No

Breitung Charter Township No

Felch Township No

Norway Township No

Sagola Township No

Waucedah Township No

West Branch Township No

Gogebic Erwin Township No

Ironwood Charter Township Yes

Marenisco Township No

Wakefield Township Yes

Watersmeet Township No

Houghton Adams Township No

Calumet Charter Township Yes

Chassell Township Yes

Duncan Township No

Elm River Township Yes

Franklin Township No

Hancock Township Yes

Laird Township No

Osceola Township No

Portage Charter Township No

Quincy Township No

Schoolcraft Township Yes

Stanton Township Yes

Torch Lake Township Yes

Iron Bates Township No

Crystal Falls Township No

Hematite Township No

Iron River Township No

Mansfield Township No

Mastodon Township No

Stambaugh Township No

Keweenaw Allouez Township Yes

Eagle Harbor Township Yes
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Research

Upper Peninsula Townships

County Township / City Great Lakes Waterfront

Grant Township Yes

Houghton Township Yes

Sherman Township Yes

Luce Columbus Township No

Lakefield Township No

McMillan Township Yes

Pentland Township No

Mackinac Bois Blanc Township Yes

Brevort Township No

Clark Township Yes

Garfield Township Yes

Hendricks Township Yes

Hudson Township Yes

Marquette Township Yes

Moran Township Yes

Newton Township Yes

Portage Township No

St. Ignace Township Yes

Marquette Champion Township No

Chocolay Charter Township Yes

Ely Township No

Ewing Township No

Forsyth Township No

Humboldt Township No

Ishpeming Township No

Marquette Charter Township Yes

Michigamme Township No

Negaunee Township No

Powell Township Yes

Republic Township No

Richmond Township No

Sands Township No

Skandia Township No

Tilden Township No

Turin Township No

Wells Township No

West Branch Township No

Menominee Cedarville Township Yes

Daggett Township No

3 of 4



Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Research

Upper Peninsula Townships

County Township / City Great Lakes Waterfront

Menominee Faithorn Township No

Gourley Township No

Harris Township No

Holmes Township No

Ingallston Township Yes

Lake Township No

Mellen Township No

Menominee Township Yes

Meyer Township No

Nadeau Township No

Spalding Township No

Stephenson Township No

Ontonagon Bergland Township No

Bohemia Township Yes

Carp Lake Township Yes

Greenland Township No

Haight Township No

Interior Township No

Matchwood Township No

McMillan Township No

Ontonagon Township Yes

Rockland Township No

Stannard Township No

Schoolcraft Doyle Township Yes

Germfask Township No

Hiawatha Township No

Inwood Township No

Manistique Township Yes

Mueller Township Yes

Seney Township No

Thompson Township Yes

Total Townships 148
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Research

Upper Peninsula Townships Bordering the Great Lakes

County Township / City Waterfront Web Site Link Ordinance Link Latest Revision Comments

Alger Au Train Township Yes http://www.autraintownship.org/ www.autraintownship.org/pdf2.php?file=zoning2012textupdate62016.pdf June, 2016 14 days or less, conditional use in some districts (R1 / R2, RR1 / RR2, LS / R2, 

C) -- no language, separate resort definition
Burt Township Yes https://www.burttownship.com/ https://www.burttownship.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/ZoningOrdinance.pdf August, 2008 defined as lodge, no time frame. Conditional use in BAY, C-1, RF -- no specific 

language 
Grand Island Township Yes MTA* Info for Grand Island Township www.cuppad.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/grandislandtwpzoningordinance_12_11_2012.pdf conditional use in all districts

Munising Township Yes https://www.munisingtownship.org/ https://www.munisingtownship.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Zoning-Ordinances.pdf rental houses permitted on same property -- conditional use (R-1, R-2, RR, TD, 

LS / R1, RP, ; vacation rental conditional use (RR, LS / R1); additional language 

for rental houses, but not vacation rentals -- vacation structure not defined 

but permitted in LS / R1)
Onota Township Yes www.onotatownship.org http://www.onotatownship.org/wp-content/uploads/onota-twp-zoning-ord.pdf 14 days or less, permitted in TD, conditional in TP, no further language

Baraga Arvon Township Yes http://arvontownship.org/ http://arvontownship.org/_assets/RevisedArvon_TownshipZoningOrdinance2017.pdf 2017 permitted in all districts, no additional language

Baraga Township Yes http://www.baragatownship.org/ http://www.baragatownship.org/PDF/Zoning-Ordinance-2008.pdf 2008 conditional use in lakeshore residental (LR)

L'anse Township Yes http://www.lansetownship.org/ http://www.lansetownship.org/L'Anse_Twp_Zoning_May2013.pdf 2013 (WECS 2016) not addressed for either recreational or short term

Chippewa Bay Mills Township Yes https://sites.google.com/site/baymillstownshiporg

/

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxiYXltaWxsc3Rvd25zaGlwb3Jnf

Gd4OjRhZjc2NGE2ZjlhMTE0NDk

2015 draft defined as cabin; cabin language; permitted in R-1, R-2, and AFR-1

Bruce Township Yes http://www.brucetownship.net/

DeTour Township Yes MTA* Info for DeTour Township

Drummond Township Yes MTA* Info for Drummond Township

Pickford Township Yes MTA* Info for Pickford Township

Raber Township Yes http://www.rabertownship.org/home.html not found

Soo Township Yes http://sootownship.org/ http://sootownship.org/zoning/Zoning_Book_2014.pdf June, 2013 no definition for rental cottages and cabins, but permitted in W103

Sugar Island Township Yes http://www.sugarislandtownship.com/ http://www.sugarislandtownship.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/RevisedZoning112016.pdf 2016 defined as cabin camp; permited, language specifications included (section 

3.11)Whitefish Township Yes MTA* Info for Whitefish Township

Delta Bay De Noc Township Yes MTA* Info for Bay De Noc Township

Brampton Township Yes MTA* Info for Brampton Township

Ensign Township Yes MTA* Info for Ensign Township

Escanaba Township Yes http://escanabatownship.org/ http://escanabatownship.org/zoning/ no defnition for short term or long term -- interesting domestic animal 

reference
Fairbanks Township Yes MTA* Info for Fairbanks Township

Ford River Township Yes MTA* Info for Ford River Township

Garden Township Yes MTA* Info for Garden Township

Masonville Township Yes MTA* Info for Masonville Township

Nahma Township Yes https://www.nahmatownship.us/ not found

Wells Township Yes MTA* Info for Wells Township

Gogebic Ironwood Charter Township Yes http://www.ironwoodtownship.com/ http://nebula.wsimg.com/24929dbe16561b2e07978a884ba2c72b?AccessKeyId=40C0A66414B8B5A78E0E&dis

position=0&alloworigin=1

2016 not addressed for either recreational or short term rental

Wakefield Township Yes http://www.wakefieldtownship.com/ http://wakefieldtownship.com/wp-

content/documents/Ordinances/Wakefield%20Township%20Zoning%20Ordinance%20Primary.pdf

2016 not addressed for either recreational or short term rental

Houghton Calumet Charter Township Yes http://www.calumettownship.org/ http://www.calumettownship.org/docs/Zoning_Ordinance.pdf 2000 special use for all rental types

Chassell Township Yes http://chassell.net/ http://chassell.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/ChassellZoningBookApril2005.pdf 2005 defined as tourist cabins; permitted in B, MU, MU-S, and I

Elm River Township Yes MTA* Info for Elm River Township

Hancock Township Yes MTA* Info for Hancock Township

Schoolcraft Township Yes MTA* Info for Schoolcraft Township

Stanton Township Yes MTA* Info for Stanton Township

Torch Lake Township Yes http://www.torchlaketownship.com/

Keweenaw Keweenaw County Yes http://www.keweenawcountyonline.org/ http://www.keweenawcountyonline.org/docs/ZoningOrdinance.pdf June, 2017 less than 120 days; short term language

Allouez Township Yes MTA* Info for Allouez Township

1 of 2
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http://www.autraintownship.org/
http://www.autraintownship.org/pdf2.php?file=zoning2012textupdate62016.pdf
https://www.burttownship.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/ZoningOrdinance.pdf
http://www.michigantownships.org/twp_details.asp?fips=33380
http://www.cuppad.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/grandislandtwpzoningordinance_12_11_2012.pdf
https://www.munisingtownship.org/
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http://www.onotatownship.org/
http://www.onotatownship.org/wp-content/uploads/onota-twp-zoning-ord.pdf
http://arvontownship.org/
http://arvontownship.org/_assets/RevisedArvon_TownshipZoningOrdinance2017.pdf
http://www.baragatownship.org/
http://www.baragatownship.org/PDF/Zoning-Ordinance-2008.pdf
http://www.lansetownship.org/
http://www.lansetownship.org/L'Anse_Twp_Zoning_May2013.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/baymillstownshiporg/
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http://www.michigantownships.org/twp_details.asp?fips=63980
http://sootownship.org/
http://sootownship.org/zoning/Zoning_Book_2014.pdf
http://www.sugarislandtownship.com/
http://www.sugarislandtownship.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/RevisedZoning112016.pdf
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http://www.michigantownships.org/twp_details.asp?fips=29380
http://www.michigantownships.org/twp_details.asp?fips=31400
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http://chassell.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/ChassellZoningBookApril2005.pdf
http://www.michigantownships.org/twp_details.asp?fips=25660
http://www.michigantownships.org/twp_details.asp?fips=36320
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http://www.keweenawcountyonline.org/
http://www.keweenawcountyonline.org/docs/ZoningOrdinance.pdf
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Chocolay Township
Short Term Rental Research

Upper Peninsula Townships Bordering the Great Lakes

County Township / City Waterfront Web Site Link Ordinance Link Latest Revision Comments

Keweenaw Eagle Harbor Township Yes http://www.eagleharbortwp.org/ https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_vcIbX2qfG0M2YwMGYwcUhYaXc/view?usp=sharing October, 2015 not intending to work on the issue; rentals are considered as a whole

Grant Township Yes http://granttownshipmi.org/ ordinance not found -- directed by the county; land use plan has not 

addressed the topic
Houghton Township Yes http://www.houghtontwp.org/ not found

Sherman Township Yes MTA* Info for Sherman Township

Luce McMillan Township Yes MTA* Info for McMillan Township no information (Luce County email address)

Mackinac Bois Blanc Township Yes http://www.boisblanctownship.org/ separate parts of the ordinance are online under Building department 2005 no references to either recreational or vacation rentals

Clark Township Yes http://www.clarktwp.org/ https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCkc

Kt7_jXAhWFUt8KHRUGBBwQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clarktwp.org%2FPortals%2F35%2Fdocs%2F

Zoning%2520Ordinance.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2EDVyZ6e5H5S-Dd2mahG8C

September, 2013 no references to either recreational or vacation rentals

Garfield Township Yes MTA* Info for Garfield Township http://www.eup-planning.org/PDF/DOCUMENTS/MACKINAC/Garfield_Zoning_Ordinance07.pdf 2007 no references to either recreational or vacation rentals

Hendricks Township Yes MTA* Info for Hendricks Township

Hudson Township Yes MTA* Info for Hudson Township

Marquette Township Yes MTA* Info for Marquette Township

Moran Township Yes MTA* Info for Moran Township

Newton Township Yes MTA* Info for Newton Township

St. Ignace Township Yes http://stignacetownship.org/ http://stignacetownship.org/images/zoning_ordinance_35.pdf no references to either recreational or vacation rentals

Marquette Chocolay Charter Township Yes http://www.chocolay.org/

Marquette Charter Township Yes https://marquettetownship.org/

Powell Township Yes http://www.powelltownship.org/ http://www.powelltownship.org/getdoc.php?file=3.zoningordinancerevisedversionjanuary2013.pdf 2013 defined as lodge -- conditional in LS/R-2, RP-10, RP-20

Menominee Cedarville Township Yes MTA* Info for Cedarville Township http://www.menomineecounty.com/i_menominee/d/cedarville_twp_zoning_ordinance__spring_2011_def_b.

pdf

2011 defined as lodge; permitted in AF, TD/C, conditional in LS/R

Ingallston Township Yes MTA* Info for Ingallston Township http://www.menomineecounty.com/i_menominee/d/ingallston_twp_zoning_ordinance_adopted_may_9_201

1.pdf

May, 2011 defined as tourist cabin; permitted in RR, conditional in AF

Menominee Township Yes http://www.menomineetownship.com/ no zoning ordinance

Ontonagon Bohemia Township Yes MTA* Info for Bohemia Township not found

Carp Lake Township Yes MTA* Info for Carp Lake Township not found

Ontonagon Township Yes MTA* Info for Ontonagon Township not found -- village ordinance instead

Schoolcraft Doyle Township Yes http://www.doyletownship.com/ not found

Manistique Township Yes MTA* Info for Manistique Township not found

Mueller Township Yes MTA* Info for Mueller Township not found

Thompson Township Yes http://thompsontownshipmi.com/ not found

Total Waterfront Townships 65

Total Ordinances Found 25

Total Ordinances Not Found 9

Total Townships Researched 34
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PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT 

Zoning Violation Counts 

Zoning violation counts through November 30, 2017 

Total Violations Open 

2017 
Nuisance 

# 37A 
Vehicle 
# 55A 

Zoning 
Ordinance 

Total Per 
Month 

Carryover from 
2016 1 1 

January 0 

February 0 

March 0 

April 0 

May 0 

June 3 1 4 

July 2 1 3 

August 1 4 5 

September 1 1 

October 1 3 4 

November 0 

December 0 

Total Open 7 10 1 18 

Total Violations Closed 

2017 
Nuisance 

# 37A 
Vehicle 
# 55A 

Zoning 
Ordinance 

Total Per 
Month 

Carryover from 
2016 3 9 1 13 

January 0 

February 0 

March 0 

April 0 

May 0 

June 3 3 6 

July 3 1 1 5 
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 Planning Director Report  

Total Violations Closed 

2017 
Nuisance 

# 37A 
Vehicle 
# 55A 

Zoning 
Ordinance 

Total Per 
Month 

August 

 

5 1 6 

September 

 

2 

 

2 

October 

   

0 

November 

   

0 

December 

   

0 

Total Closed 9 20 3 32 
  

Total Violations Recorded 

2017 
Nuisance 

# 37A 
Vehicle 
# 55A 

Zoning 
Ordinance 

Total Per 
Month 

Carryover from 
2016 0 1 0 1 

January 0 0 0 0 

February 0 0 0 0 

March 0 0 0 0 

April 0 0 0 0 

May 0 0 0 0 

June 3 1 0 4 

July 2 1 0 3 

August 1 4 0 5 

September 0 0 1 1 

October 1 3 0 4 

November 0 0 0 0 

December 0 0 0 0 

Total Closed 7 10 1 18 
 

Violation Percentages 

Violation Category Open Closed Total 

Nusiance #37A 38.89% 38.89% 38.89% 

Vehicle #55A 55.56% 55.56% 55.56% 

Zoning Ordinance 5.56% 5.56% 5.56% 



 Planning Director Report  

Zoning Permit Counts 

Zoning permit counts through November 30, 2017 

2017 Approved Permits by Month  2017 Approved Permits by Type 

Month Number of Permits  Permit Type Number 

January 3 Addition 7 

February 3 Alteration 4 

March 2 Commercial Outbuilding 4 

April 5 Conditional Use 4 

May 19 Deck 5 

June 14 Fence 10 

July 9 Garage 10 

August 8 Grading 2 

September 6 Home 11 

October 6 Home Occupation 3 

November 2 Outbuilding 6 

  Sign 6 

  Site Plan Review 3 

  Zoning Variance Request 2 

Total 77  Total 77 

 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARQUETTE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

November 14th, 2017 

A regular meeting of the Marquette City Planning Commission was duly called and held at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. November 14th. 2017 in the Commission Chambers ol City Hall. 

ROU.CALL 
PRESENT: Vice-Chairman P. Schfoegel, M. Larson, J. Cardillo, A. Andres. 
ABSENT: J. Carlson, W. Prameau, and T. Klipp, ell eJ<cused 

AGENDA 
It was moved by M. Larson, seconded by J. Cardillo, and carried 4·0 to approve the agenda with 
the addition of e Memo regarding the New Business item being added, end the add~ion ol the 
Planning-Zoning bi-weekly report to Correspondence. 

MINUTES 
The draft minutes of 10/17/17 were accepted es presented. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. 09·CUP·11·17 -1739 Filch Avenue, Duplex Request 

A. Landers read the memo for the case and she showed the Staff File Report and supporl materials. She 
also provided background on the Board of Zoning Appeals hearing on a variance request for !he creation 
of a duplex within the existing home al the property. 

Janet Poquette-Christensen, the property owner, slated that she wants the duplex to use as a rental unit 
to supplement her retirement income. 

II was moved by J. Cardillo, seconded by A. Andres, and carried 4-0 to suspend the rules for discussion. 

J. Cardillo asked staff to clarily if the Board of Zoning Appeals' recommendation that no more than lour 
unrelated persons be allowed to occupy the home. She asked if the BZA decision was to prevent a 
situation where eight students rent the home. A. Landers staled yes. J. Cardillo asked if the condition will 
continue in perpetuity. A. Landers staled that it would be both a condition ol approval for the Variance and 
for the Conditional Use Permit and would then be part ol both decision records. She also staled that the 
home could be converted back to a single-family home in the future and if the standards are the same 
\hen they would still be allowed to have no more than four unrelated people occupy the home. M. Larson 
asked if that applies to the entire structure and not to each unit. A. Landers slated it applies to the whole 
structure, and it was a condition that the BZA wants to apply to the entire site. 

P. Schloegel asked if Mr. Andres would like to comment. A. Andres stated he did not. P. Schloegef asked 
if anyone would like to entertain a motion. 

It was moved by M. Larson, seconded by A. Andres, and carried 4·0 that after review ol lhe 
STAFF FILE REVIEW/ANALYSIS for 09·CUP·11 ·17, the Planning Commission finds that the 
request meets !he Intent and requirements of the Zoning 01dlnance and hereby approves 09· 
CUP· 11·17 wi1h the following conditions: 
1. Not more than 4 unrelated people lo reside in the structure at any given time. 
2. Vehicles must only be parl<ed on the hard surface of the property. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
A. Replacement Member for Board of Zoning Appeal$ 

D. Stensaas slated that staff was recently informed that Planning Commission member John Carlson was 
moving outside ol the city llmlts and would therefore be ineligible to continue to serve on the board. and 
that Mr. Carlson is also lhe PC's "liaison' to the Board of Zoning Appeals, and so his position on the BZA 
will need to be taken by another member. 

M. Larson stated that he was willing to take on the BZA posttion. 

It was moved by A. Andres, seconded by J. Cardillo, and carried 4·0 to recommend M. Larson to 
serve out the remaining term of J. Carlson on the BZA and to continue serving as the Planning 
Commission's representative to the BZA for another complete term. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A. The Planning Commission read the Planning·Zoning bi·weekly report. 
B. The Planning Commission read the letter from NTN president L. VanderSchaaf 

WORK SESSION 
A. Land Development Code Project 

D. Stensaas stated that staff was done with their review of the Articles 7 and 9 first draft, and the marked· 
up versions of those documents are in the agenda packet, and in the "staff products" Google Drive folder 
for the project, and that staff would appreciate any feedback that the Planning Commission could provide. 

He also stated that those two artlcles are very important as that outside of Article 4, they contain the bulk 
of signilicant changes to the zoning codes that staff is recommending, and that there are many mark·ups 
in these sections. He stated lhat both Articles need qutte a btt of amending to be in line with the 
recommendations, especially in Article 9 for changes to create more flexible and reasonable parking 
requirements Iha! also have less environmental impact, which were not much changed from the existing 
ordinance. 

He also stated thal he spoke with Partick Sloan of McKenna Associates today and that they were going to 
be sending the next batch of draft Articles today. A. Landers slated that they were sent right before the 
meeting. D. Stensaas stated that tt will take quite a while for staff lo get through those Articles due lo the 
move of olfices and the coming holidays. 

P. Schloegel stated that he agreed with the need to push on and keep as close to the schedule as 
possible, and that he appreciated the work everyone was doing to keep up with the material coming to 
them. He also stated that he was still working through Article 9. 

M. Larson slated that there was probably too much detail in parts of the presentation last week. and that 
he would appreciate ii D. Stensaas did direct them into areas to drill down on. 

0. Stensaas stated that Patrick Coleman would be here neKI weak to present the content of those newly 
drafted Articles, but that he was going to encourage the presentation to be more concise end move 
quicker, and that maybe it would be wise to reserve questions until the end of an Article, to avoid 
unnecessary discussion. He stated that ne mentioned to Petrick Sloan that they would get further behind 
with the same kind of presentations es the last one, and that he would be discussing it with Pat Coleman. 

P. Schloegel stated that the PC would continue to work on the review and should have !heir comments for 
staff es soon es possible, and they would keep pushing through. 
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COMMENTS 

M. Larson stated thal he did appreciate lhe arlicle 0 . Stensaas sent to the PC regarding course-grained 
versus fine-grained urbanism, and that helped him to understand some of the issues involved with zoning 
and land use better. 

J. Cardillo stated !hat she agreed with M. Larson and that the article was very helpful. 

A. Andres stated that he was considering applying to the open seat on the City Commission. 

P. Schloegel slated that he was wondering ii there had been any communication between City staff and 
the hospital staff about the intentions of the hospital management for the property they will stop using 
once they open the new campus. D. Stensaas stated that he had recently spoke with a consullant 
working for UPHSM that cafled him with some questions, and that he had told the consultant that there 
were zoning issues that needed to be discussed, but that the consultant stated he had a narrow focus 
that did not Include engaging wtth the City on zoning. He also stated that he would follow up with Director 
Stachewlcz on the issue. 

ADJOURNMENT 
II was moved by A. Andres, seconded by J. Cardillo, and carried 4-0 to adjourn the meeting. The meeting 
was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

Reviewed by: 
David Stensaas, Cily Planner and Zoning Administrator 
Planning Commission Secretary 
Prepared by. 
D. Stensaas 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARQUEITE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

November 21, 2017 

A regular meeting of the Marquette City Planning Commission was duly callad and held at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, November 21st, 2017 ln the Commission Chambers of City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT: Vice·Chairman P. Schloegel, M. Larson, J. Cardillo, A. Andres. 
ABSENT: W. Premeau, and Chairman T. Klipp, all excused 

AGENDA 
II was moved by A. Andres, seconded by J. Cardillo, and carried 4-0 to approve Iha agenda as 
presented. 

MINUTES 
The draft minutes of 11/14/17 were accepted as presented. 

WORK SESSION 
A. Land Development Code Project 

D. Stensaas stated that last month the consultant's presentation of new material ended with Article 7, and 
the intent was to pick up at this meeting with draft Article 9, which deals with vehicular perking. He also 
stated that alter staff read through the draft, there were so many mark-ups to Article 9 that he now 
recommends skipping the presentation on Article 9 until it has been revised to inoorporate the changes that 
stall has Indicated. He also stated that many of those changes were included in staff annotations of the 
exls!lng ordinance and in the materials staff passed on to the consultant during the Diagnostic Review 
phase of the project. but they had not been incorporated into the draft materials on parking, and that he 
had conversed about it with both Patrick Sloan and Patrick Coleman. He stated that the land Development 
Code Advisory Committee meeting held just prior to this meeting ended before the group oould get started 
on the review of draft Article 11 - Signs, and that the PC should probably consider ending at the same point 
with this meeting to be consistent, but that there would be plenty of time to review Article 11 prior to the 
presentation on the chapter, and that staff would have time to review it and send out Its mark-ups prior to 
the meeting. 

Pat Coleman of 45 North LLC stated that he would like to start by reviewing the Transmittal Letter, which 
he did, and he e~plained that many of the items that are being updated by the Code project are being done 
to bring tocal codes up to the current state standards. He stated that McKenna Associates had drafted 
Articles e • environmental standards. and 10 • landscaping and screening. and l 1 ·signs, and that is what they 
would be covering tonight. He stated that Article a begins with lighting, and that there would be residentlal 
standards for shleldfng and for ltght leavfng the property. 

Mr. Coleman stated then proceeded to present an overview of Artlcles 6 and 10. The Planning 
C<lmmisslon (PC) discussed several Issues during the presentation, Including the following: 

• References to Mercury Vapor lighting (prohibited) were probably unneeded, due to their being 
phased out of commercial use by their inefficiency. 

• Lumens should be referenced anywhere that watts are referenced with regard to !Imitations on 
lighting by output of the tamp. 

• Snow storage ls acceptable In areas designated for storm-water retention, and that is actually a 
preferable place to store snow versus at •yard grade'. 

• Woodland Protection and Tree Mitigation must provide for the replacement of trees removed, 
where no feasible attemative site development is reasonable. 
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• Tree protection rules need to be vetted by the City Arborist to ensure the species In the lists of 
recommended street trees, prohibited trees, replacement treas, and type/size for planting were 
reasonable. 

• Exceptions and replacement prope>sals for protected trees, and responsibililiss for the different 
categories of land owner/user/devele>per. 

• Lanclscaping design requirements for •street trees• to ensure that there are not conflicts with the 
City Codes regarding streeVpublic trees. 

• Vegetation and snow ste>rage in "clear vision• areas. 
• Ensuring existing trees and vegetation may be counted towards screening requirements for 

parking le>ts and mechanical equipment, if it is otherwise In compliance with Clly codes. 
• Yard areas should not have to be planted In grass, but may contain any plant materials not 

prohibited in City codes. 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by M. Larson. seconded by A. Andres, and carried 4·0 to adjourn the meeting. The meeting 
was adjourned et 7:37 p.rn. 

V' 
Reviewed by: 
David Stensaas, City Planner and Zoning Administrator 
Planning Commissioo Secretary 
Prepared by: 
D. Stensaas 
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November 13, 2017 

A Regular meeting of the Chocolay Township Board was held on Monday, November 13, 2017 at 
the Chocolay Township Hall, 5010 U S 41 South, Marquette, MI.  Supervisor Bohjanen called the 
meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

TOWNSHIP BOARD. 
PRESENT: Richard Bohjanen, Max Engle, David Lynch, Judy White, Don Rhein, Mark Maki. 
ABSENT: Ben Zyburt. 

STAFF PRESENT: Steve Lawry, Mary Sanders, Suzanne Sundell, Dale Throenle, Scott Jennings, Jeff 
Czarny, Pat Beck, Lisa Perry, Chris Lucas, Joe Neumann, Mary Jo Buckett. 

MINUTES –OCTOBER 9, 2017 REGULAR MEETING. 

Trustee Maki questioned comments in the minutes pertaining to Trustee Rhein's appointment to 
the Planning Commission.   

Rhein moved Lynch seconded that the voice recording is reviewed and then the October 9, 2017 
minutes be brought back to the Board in December. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS. 
White moved Rhein seconded to approve the agenda as presented with one correction to XVI. A. 
Authorization to Proceed With Legal Action on Zoning and Blight Violations. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT. 
Dick Arnold, 312 Co. Rd 545 – Feels that the Township sign should only be used for Township 
business. He also commented about a complaint he put in with the Township Zoning 
Administrator last April. He has not heard back from the Zoning Administrator and the neighbor 
he complained about still has the junk, lumber,  trailer and unlicensed structure. 

Mark Maki, 370 Karen Road – Commented on the September 2017 Planning Commission minutes, 
page 6.  The Short Term Rental definition was inadvertently left out.  Disagrees with Dale 
Throenle’s count on how many Zoning Administrators have dealt with Short Term Rentals.  He 
also commented that he objects to the Planning Commission plan on Short Term Rentals.  There is 
no time frame. 

Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – She is part of the group that collected signatures for 
the petition against Short Term Rentals on Lakewood Lane.  She asked the Board to address their 
concerns.  There is a house at 721 Lakewood Lane that was bought as a commercial investment. 

XII.C
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PUBLIC HEARING ON AND CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED 2018 FEE SCHEDULE.  
The public hearing was opened for public comment. 
 
Trustee Maki asked about the 2018 Budget that included cameras.  He thought that the cameras 
were for outside the building not inside.  He feels that the Board should look at this issue again. 
 
Manager Lawry responded that these are security cameras and that there will be cameras inside 
and outside the building. 
 
Trustee White asked about the new zoning fee for a structure under 200 square feet.   
 
Zoning Director Throenle indicated that here is no requirement for a building permit for that size 
building. 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2017 MILLAGE RATES AND GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR 
2018.  
The public hearing was opened for public comment. 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE. 
Lynch moved Rhein seconded that bills totaling $22,234.05 including checks numbered  
22063-22073 and bills totaling $45,216.52 including checks numbered 22074-22104 and bills 
totaling $50,099.13 including checks numbered 22105-22134 are approved for payment.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PAYROLL. 
White moved Engle seconded that payroll for October 19, 2017 for $33,903.89 including checks 
numbered 24283-24316 and 10553-10559 and ACH payments for Federal tax, State tax and MERS 
and November 2, 2017 for $29,143.28 including checks numbered 24317-24336 and 10560-10566 
and ACH payments for Federal tax, State tax and MERS are approved for payment. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2017. 
Engle moved Lynch seconded to accept the September Financial Report. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT AND INVESTMENT REPORT. 
Maki moved White seconded to accept the C/D report. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT AND FUND WITHDRAWAL AND DEPOSIT REPORT. 
Lynch moved Engle seconded to accept the Treasurer’s fund withdrawal and deposit report.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
   

RESIGNATION OF TOWNSHIP MANAGER.  
Supervisor Bohjanen feels that this is a difficult resignation to accept but appreciates all the work 
Steve has done over the past 7 ½ years and it will be difficult to find his equal. 
 
Lynch moved Rhein seconded to accept the resignation from Steve Lawry as Township Manager 
and we do appreciate his tenure with the Township. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT. 

1. On October 16, 2017 I attended the Planning Commission meeting as a member of the 

public.  The issue of short term rentals and the plan for action presented by the Planning 

Administrator was on the agenda.  Inflammatory and derogatory remarks were made by 

two members of the public against the planning commission, the planning administrator, 

and the board, notable mainly because they were not constructive, and were led by a 

member of the board.  According to MCL 41.101, these people could be asked to leave, 

and if they refused, charged with a Misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $50.  I am 

of the opinion that it is becoming necessary to invoke this law in future similar 

circumstances.   

2. Directly and indirectly there have been two inquiries into the possibility of a Medical 

Marijuana Ordinance.  They would be willing to make presentations to the board on their 

concept proposals.  Any desire to hear them?  

Board discussion on Medical Marijuana ensued and there was agreement to listen to the 
presentation. 

3. There has been a problem with material showing up from the public for inclusion in the 

Board and Planning Commission agenda packets. We have a policy for staff to submit 

agenda items by a certain time and date.  Staff has asked for a policy that will not include 

material that does not arrive by that date and time.  Clerk Engle stated that we already 

have a policy on this.  Supervisor Bohjanen said this is for staff only.  Trustee Maki said we 

could set the deadline for all material to be in by a specific date and time for anyone.  

Otherwise the material could go to the following meeting.  The Planning Commission could 

address this through their by-laws. 

CLERK’S REPORT - ELECTION RESULTS IN CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP.  
Clerk Engle presented the results from the Chocolay Township November 7, 2017 election.  He 
also commented that the Election Workers did an excellent job on Election Day. 
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CONSIDERATION OF COMPENSATION FOR PLANNING COMMISSION, BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS, 
AND BOARD OF REVIEW APPOINTEES.  
Maki moved White seconded that the compensation for all Boards and Commissions is accepted 
as presented in the 2018 Budget. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF EMPLOYEE WAGES AND BENEFITS, EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE CONTRIBUTION 
RATES, AND ADOPTION OF REVISIONS TO APPENDIX C OF THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
MANUAL.  
Engle moved Rhein seconded to amend Section 6.5 of the Policies and Procedures Manual to 
provide for 48 hours of personal time per year instead of 40 and to amend Appendix C of the 
Manual by increasing all steps in the wage grid by 2%.  It is further moved and secondeded that 
the employee share of health care coverage, as outlined in PA 152 of 2011 be increased from 15% 
to 17.5% for the 2018 calendar year.   
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC ACT 152 WAIVER.  
Lynch moved White seconded 
WHEREAS, 2011 Public Act 152 (the “Act”) was passed by the State Legislature and signed by the 
Governor on September 24, 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act contains three options for complying with the requirements of the Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the three options are as follows: 
 

1) Section 3 – “Hard Caps” Option – limits a public employer’s total annual health 

     Care costs for employees based on coverage levels, as defined in the Act; 
2) Section 4 – “80%/20%” Option - limits a public employer’s share of total annual 

Health care costs to not more than 80%.  This option requires an annual majority 
vote of the governing body; 

3) Section 8 – “Exemption” Option – a local unit of government, as defined in the  

     Act, may exempt itself from the requirements of the Act by an annual 2/3 vote of 
     The governing body; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Chocolay has decided to adopt the 
Exemption Option as its choice of compliance under the Act; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Chocolay 
elects to comply with the requirements of 2011 Public Act 152, the Publicly Funded Health 
Insurance Contribution Act, by adopting the annual Exemption Option for the medical benefit plan 
coverage year January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. 
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ROLL CALL. 
Ayes: Maki, Rhein, White, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen. 
Nays: None. 
Absent: Zyburt      RESOLUTION PASSED. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR 2018 BUDGET.  
Lynch moved Engle seconded that we postpone this action item until the December 11, 2017 
meeting when we can include the Road millage vote and budgetary items at that time. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION ON SHORT TERM RENTAL REGULATION.  
Supervisor Bohjanen feels that if we are going to work on Short Term Rental in the Ordinance we 
also need to deal with Long Term Rental because that is not in the ordinance either. 
 
Trustee Lynch commends the Planning Commission for the plan they have come up with, it is 
good framework for them to work through the process and come up with something enforceable 
and is clear and concise. 
 
Trustee Rhein noted that Marquette City already has issues with their plan.  We need to get it 
done right in a timely fashion.   
 
Trustee Maki said that Grand Island has 26 people and they were able to address this issue.  The 
problem with this plan is that it has no time frame.  And what do we do in the interim?  I have 
already offered the idea to not allow Short Term Rentals in R-1 district and put Lakewood Lane in 
that district.  We need to amend the ordinance in the next 30-60 days or enforce the ordinance.  If 
you had read the Planning Commission packet from 2007 you would clearly see that the Planning 
Commission intentionally excluded that from Lakewood Lane and residential zones.  Someone will 
sue the Township for discrimination.   
 
Supervisor Bohjanen asked the Board to consider spending some money on an administrative law 
judge or some legal person outside of the Township to look at this issue. 
 
Planner/Zoning Administrator Throenle stated that the person in question was never refused a 
permit for Short Term Rentals.  She was told there is no such permit.  She filled out a Zoning 
Compliance permit and that permit does not include short term rentals.  She was told that the 
Planning Commission was working through that process (on short term rentals) and she was told 
that when they have completed that process, hers will be considered. Mr. Maki’s permit 
application was overlooked. Throenle said that Manager Lawry talked to him about it and 
Throenle apologized for not addressing Maki’s application.   People came to a Planning 
Commission meeting and stated that they have had Short Term Rentals since at least 1988.  To 
date there have been zero violations issued for Short Term Rentals. 
 
Clerk Engle would like to see some kind of time line.  Planner/Zoning Administrator Throenle felt 
that June 1, 2018 would be a fair date for a draft completion of this process. The major concerns 
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with Short Term Rentals appear to be noise and fireworks. There are State laws that we have to 
take into consideration also. 
 
Supervisor Bohjanen asked the Board if they approved in general, the October 16, 2017 Planning 
Commission plan on Short Term Rentals with a draft completion date of June 1, 2018.  Five Board 
members approved it and Trustee Maki did not. 
 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH LEGAL ACTION ON ZONING AND BLIGHT VIOLATIONS.  
Trustee Maki asked why this issue is coming before the Board. 
 
This is the process that the Board approved to deal with zoning violations. 
 
The first case has been open since 2014 and has been given multiple notices to clean up the 
property.  The Board discussed the violation and after review,  the following motion was made. 
 
Rhein moved Engle seconded to go for a civil infraction and proceed on to step 4 of the Zoning 
violation enforcement policy and report to the Township Attorney. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Case two includes multiple zoning violations with a tiny home built on a trailer on wheels and is 
attached to a septic system to the home next to it.  There is water hooked up from the home to 
the trailer.  This tiny home/trailer is being rented out.  There have been no building permits on 
this home.  They are in the floodplain and within 30 feet of the water.  The Board discussed the 
violation and after review, the following motion was made. 
 
Lynch moved Rhein seconded to move this violation to step 4 of the Zoning violation enforcement 
policy and report to the Township Attorney. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
AUTHORIZATION TO MODIFY JOB DESCRIPTION AND ADVERTISE TOWNSHIP MANAGER POSITION.  
Lynch moved White seconded to approve the attached job description for Township Manager and 
authorize to advertise the position as described above with the application deadline to be 
December 8, 2017 with the addition under Preferred Qualifications of Community Planning. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
AUTHORIZATION FOR SEASONAL CHANGE OF SEWER USE FEE.  
White moved Rhein seconded that the Equivalent User Fee for 5057 U.S. 41 South be changed 
from 11.9 down to 1 as of October 15, 2017, until the business is reopened in the Spring of 2018, 
as provided for in Section 9.C.  2. d, of Ordinance #39. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR MEDC GRANT FOR M 28 IMPROVEMENTS.  
Maki moved, Lynch seconded that the following resolution be adopted by the Chocolay Township 
Board of Trustees at its meeting held on this 13th day of November 2017: 
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Whereas, Michigan Highway M28 carries nearly 10,000 vehicles per day between Kawbawgam 
Road and US 41, and 
 
Whereas, motel, convention center, and entertainment venue construction planned by the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community on property accessed from Zhooniyaa Miikana Trail, in the 
vicinity of Kawbawgam Road, is anticipated to result in higher overall traffic volumes and a 
substantial increase in turning movements at the intersection of Zhooniyaa Miikana Trail with 
M28, and  
 
Whereas, it is the recommendation of Michigan Department of Transportation traffic planners, 
safety consultants, and design engineers that the construction of dedicated turn lanes be 
completed at this intersection to improve the safety of all motorists using the roadway, and 
 
Whereas, Michigan Economic Development Corporation makes funds available to assist with the 
construction of infrastructure in support of development projects that create additional job 
opportunities for Michigan citizens, and 
 
Whereas, the Board of Trustees of Chocolay Charter Township supports and promotes the safety 
of all residents and visitors to Chocolay Township, safety improvements to the design of public 
roads, the creation of additional job opportunities within the Township, the development of 
under-utilized properties within the Township, and the expansion of the Township’s tax base, 
 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that Chocolay Charter Township supports the application of the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and the Michigan Department of Transportation for Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation funding to construct turn lanes and related roadway safety 
improvements at the intersection of Zhooniyaa Miikana Trail and Michigan Highway M28. 
ROLL CALL. 
AYES: Maki, White, Rhein, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen.  
NAYS: None.       
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Trustee Maki felt that the street name was bizarre and that the Township Board did not approve 
the name. 
 
2017 GENERAL FUND BUDGET AMENDMENT #3 TO ACCOUNT FOR RECEIPT OF RAP GRANT FOR 
FIELD TRAINING OFFICER TRAINING.  
White moved Lynch seconded that whereas, a budget was adopted by the Chocolay Township 
Board to govern the expenditures of anticipated General Fund receipts within the township on 
October 5, 2016 for the next fiscal year, and whereas, as a result of unanticipated changes in 
revenues it is necessary to modify the aforesaid budget. Now Therefore, Be It Hereby Resolved, 
that the aforesaid budget be hereby modified as follows: 
EXPENDITURE                  PREVIOUS                CHANGE             AMENDED 
                                             BUDGET                                                   BUDGET 
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Police Department 
Training    $9,146.25        +$ 162.50          $9,308.75  
101.305.715 
                
REVENUE                            PREVIOUS                  CHANGE               AMENDED 
Miscellaneous               $25,946.25     +$ 162.50              $26,108.75 
101.698                                     
ROLL CALL. 
AYES: Maki, White, Rhein, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen.  
NAYS: None.       
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
2017 GENERAL FUND BUDGET AMENDMENT #4 TO ACCOUNT FOR RECEIPT OF RAP GRANT FOR 
POLICE SUPERVISION TRAINING.  
White moved Rhein secondeded that Whereas, a budget was adopted by the Chocolay Township 
Board to govern the expenditures of anticipated general fund receipts within the township on 
October 5, 2016 for the next fiscal year, and Whereas, as a result of unanticipated changes in 
revenues and/or needed expenditures, it is necessary to modify the aforesaid budget between 
revenues and expenditures, Now Therefore, Be It Hereby Resolved, that the aforesaid budget be 
hereby modified as follows: 
EXPENDITURE                  PREVIOUS               CHANGE               AMENDED 
                                              BUDGET                                                  BUDGET 
Police Department 
Training        $9,308.75          +187.50  $9,496.25 
101.305.715 
                
REVENUE                            PREVIOUS               CHANGE               AMENDED 
Miscellaneous    $26,108.75        +187.50  $26,296.25  
101.698                                     
ROLL CALL. 
AYES: Maki, White, Rhein, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen.  
NAYS: None.       
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
2017 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND BUDGET AMENDMENT #10 TO ACCOUNT FOR RECEIPT OF 
MCOLES POLICE TRAINING FUNDS.  
Lynch moved Maki seconded that Whereas, a budget was adopted by the Chocolay Township 
Board to govern the expenditures of anticipated capital improvements fund receipts within the 
township on October 5, 2016 for the next fiscal year, and Whereas, as a result of unanticipated 
changes in revenues and/or revenues and expenditures, Now Therefore, Be It Hereby Resolved, 
that the aforesaid budget be hereby modified as follows: 
EXPENDITURE          PREVIOUS          CHANGE          AMENDED 
Police Training              
Capital Outlay           $ 1,736.04  $479.05  $2,215.09  
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401.306.957           
 
REVENUE                         PREVIOUS          CHANGE         AMENDED 
State of MI       
401.543                                $934.00            $479.05    $1,413.05  
ROLL CALL. 
AYES: Maki, White, Rhein, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen.  
NAYS: None.       
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPLICATION OF DELINQUENT SEWER CHARGES AS TAX LIENS.  
Engle moved Maki seconded to accept the list of delinquent sewer charges and penalties as 
allowed in Ordinance 39 Section E. 2. c to be added to the Chocolay Township December 2017 tax 
roll. 
DELINQUENT SEWER USERS FOR 2017     

     

Name  Tax ID Number  Address City, State, Zip  Amount Due  

Marc Gilmore 52-02-490-002-00 110 Chocolay River Tr Mqt MI 49855  $       118.50  

Chocolay Childrens Center 52-02-251-006-00 324 Corning Street/197 Terrace Mqt MI 49855  $       795.15  

Menhennick 52-02-254-003-00 500 Corning Street/4021 U S 41 So. Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Steven & Heather Shaw-Quizno's 52-02-106-043-50 505 Corning Street Mqt MI 49855  $   2,427.30  

Richard & Brooke Laurich 52-02-214-006-00 105 E. Fairbanks Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Dawn Wrobel 52-02-214-003-10 141 E. Fairbanks Street Mqt MI 49855  $       102.11  

Susan Racine  52-02-215-006-00 156 E. Fairbanks Street Mqt MI 49855  $       118.50  

Randall Goin 52-02-215-009-00 164 E. Fairbanks Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

David Hillock 52-02-216-010-00 158. E. Wright Place Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Linda Morgan  52-02-216-015-00 161 E. Wright Place Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Anthony & Karri Rabitaille 52-02-455-038-00 214 Jean Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Daniel & Laura Clements 52-02-455-056-00 208 Judy Street Mqt MI 49855  $           9.30  

Oliver Burns 52-02-455-046-00 225 Judy Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Linda Bice 52-02-215-015-00 115 Kellog Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Stacy Eagle 52-02-107-013-00 208 Silver Creek Road Mqt MI 49855  $         43.50  

Joe & Barb Menze 52-02-107-063-00 328 Silver Creek Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Scott Lamora/Farm Bureau 52-02-201-003-00 2315 U S 41 South Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

David Laurich/Medical Benefits 52-02-106-020-00 2366 U S 41 South Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

A.J. Menhennick 52-02-254-003-00 4021 U S 41 South Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Harvey Oil Company 52-02-254-004-00 4025 U S 41 South/4021 U S 41 So. Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Shaw's Service 52-02-254-005-00 4027 U S 41 South Mqt MI 49855  $       711.45  

Mike & Eva Schlenkert 52-02-455-001-00 132 Veda Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Jon Kangas 52-02-253-004-00 128 W. Fairbanks Street Mqt MI 49855  $       102.30  

Brian Macdevitt-Dunn 52-02-212-007-00 129 W. Fairbanks Street Mqt MI 49855  $       102.30  

Michael Anderson 52-02-251-014-00 210 W. Fairbanks Street Mqt MI 49855  $       209.20  

Jennifer Simula 52-02-207-010-00 219 West Fairbanks Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Dave & Bonnie Schwiderson 52-02-107-078-00 735 Willow Road  Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Bayou Bar/Tim Soucy 52-02-207-007-00 200 W. Main Street Mqt MI 49855  $   2,884.86  

Larry Weaver 52-02-207-004-00 240 W. Main Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Shane Thomas 52-02-207-002-00 264 W. Main Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Matthew & Crystal Dale 52-02-251-023-10 205 W. Terrace Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Janice Lister 52-02-251-025-00 209 W. Terrace Stret Mqt MI 49855  $         68.50  

Gardner Bess 52-02-210-005-00 334 W. Terrace Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Judith Charles/Marilyn Kramer 52-02-208-003-00 371 W. Terrace Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Jeff Bushey 52-02-208-002-00 387 W. Terrace Street Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Kristine & Michael Dionne  52-02-106-043-00 110 W. Wright Place Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  

Glen Carlson 52-02-213-004-00 350 W. Wright Place Mqt MI 49855  $       418.50  
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Total Delinquent Amount     $ 17,736.97  

MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 
None. 
 
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 
A. Minutes – Chocolay Township Planning Commission, Regular Meeting of September 18th, 2017.  
 
B. Minutes – Marquette Area Wastewater Treatment Authority, Regular Meeting of September 
21st, 2017.  
 
C. Minutes – Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority, Regular Meetings of October 
18th, 2017, Draft.  
 
D. Minutes – US 41 Corridor Advisory Group, Regular Meetings of October 10th, 2017.  
 
E. Minutes – Marquette County Township Association Regular Meeting of September 27, 2017, 
Draft, Including CUPPAD Presentation.  
 
F. Communication – Marquette Area Wastewater Treatment Authority Advisory Board 2018 
Meeting Schedule.  
 
G. Communication – Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority Certification of 
Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation.  
 
H. Communication – Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority changes to Recycling 
Program.  
 
I. Communication – Janet Montgomery Re: Lakenenland.  
 
J. Communication – Deborah Mulcahey  
 
Supervisor Bohjanen adjourned the meeting at 7:05 pm. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 
________________________    _________________________ 
Max Engle, Clerk     Richard Bohjanen, Supervisor 



22 November 2017
Chocolay Township Supervisor, Board of Trustees and Planning Commissioners
Chocolay Township
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Dear Chocolay Township Trustees, and Chocolay Township Planning Commissioners

Subject: DDD; Diligent - Deliberate Delay by Supervisor, Trustees &/or Commissioners.

At the 9 October 2017 Chocolay Township (CT) board meeting Supervisor, Bohjanen stated that
the Planning Commission (PC) had been diligent in working to address the issues associated 
with short term rentals (STR's.)  A common definition of diligent includes, “... Constant in effort 
to accomplish something; attentive and persistent and doing anything” and, “characterized by 
steady, earnest, and energetic effort.”  How anyone could characterize CT's efforts to address 
STR's as diligent is incomprehensible. That is unless one could characterize a steady, earnest 
and energetic effort to not address the issue of short-term rentals as being diligent.

The fact is that neither the Supervisor, the Board or the PC have been diligent in working to 
address the issues associated with STR's; and instead have failed to properly address the 
issue.  As a result individuals are purchasing properties along the Waterfront District in CT to 
use as STR's.  Pursuant to the zoning ordinance STR use is contrary to both the principal and 
the permitted uses for properties in the waterfront residential district.  Your actions appear to be 
a deliberate delay to address STR.

Approximately 6 months after the September 2011 Commission meeting in which Planner 
Jennifer Thum was directed to return to the PC with info re STR's, Ms. Woodward became the 
new CT Planner.  It was in October 2012 that Ms. Woodward reported that she had received a 
couple of complaints with STR's; and after discussion the commissioner's, “... determined that 
the issue of STR's was a priority.”  

The Commissioner's again made STR's a Priority 1 in February 2015.  Yet at the March 2015 
PC meeting then Chairman Andy Sikkema was unable to get support from the Commissioners 
to work on the STR issue.  Supervisor Bohjanen, a commissioner on the PC at that time, stated 
that nothing needed to be done about STR's.  He specifically stated “...that nothing need be 
done until zoning ordinance changes are pending.  He further said nothing needs to be done as 
a result of the Master Plan, and there is no citizen petition urging action, so this is not crunch 
time.”  Mr. Meister however indicated, “... but restrictions could be considered if there is 
indication that citizens want them, considering there will be those that don’t want restrictions as 
well.”   

The request for CT to address STR's has continually been presented to both the Board and the 
PC, with a petition having been presented in September 2017 requesting the Board and PC  
prohibit STR's on Lakewood Lane. Yes, a petition has been presented to CT and there is 
indication that citizens on LWL want restrictions, necessitating you to take action. 1/2
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There was hope that the township was going to work to address the STR issue when the Board 
passed a motion in September 2017 directing the PC to create a plan to address STR's within a 
3 month period. At the September 2017 PC meeting the planner was directed by the 
Commissioners to research what he needed to come back with for a definition of STR's.  At the 
October 2017 PC meeting instead of presenting a definition for STR's the planner presented a 
one-page outline as to what was needed to deal with STR's.  The document contained no 
specifics, and the PC forwarded a one page document, with the elimination of long-term rentals,
to the Board for the November 2017 Board meeting.

At the October 2017 PC meeting the planner suggested that he could only use language about 
STR's from communities located in the Upper Peninsula (UP) of Michigan. He stated this was 
because the UP is so unique. If the UP is so unique, why did the planner in discussing resorts in
the AF district show photographs of resorts that one would not find in the UP, or use language 
for the multidistrict overlay from communities outside the UP?   CT staff and officials should use 
existing STR language consistent with guidelines provided by the Michigan State Extension 
Service. Do not waste anyone's time recreating language that has already been created to 
address STR's.  An example to use as a definition for a STR/Vacation Rental:  

A single-family dwelling or residential structure rented for temporary use 
and accomodation, that is 30 days or less.  

The petitions presented by those who live or own property on Lakewood Lane were provided to 
request you take action to protect our properties and community. We did not ask and are not 
asking that you deal with other properties within CT.  Supervisor Bohjanen’s position as stated 
at the 13th November 2017 CT Board meeting is that the petitions are a provision of 
information. Yes information was provided to you; however the petitions requested that you take
action to prevent STR's on Lakewood Lane.  

Individuals that signed the petition hope to keep our properties residential and free from 
commercial activity.  Therefore, we hope that CT officials will not continue to deliberately delay 
actions needed to address the STR's on Lakewood Lane in CT. 

The CT Planner's position that there have never been any complaints about STR's is contrary to
the reporting from Planner Woodward in 2012 and public comments made as recently as this 
year 2017.  One can hope CT officials will actually be diligent in taking the necessary actions 
now to protect our residential Waterfront residential district on Lakewood Lane from commercial 
development.

Sincerely yours,

Deborah Mulcahey

cc:  R. Bohjanen, Supervisor; S. Lawry, Manager; D. Throenle, Planning Director           2/2



Chocolay Township (CT) Planning Commission (PC)
CT PC Members
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Dear Chocolay Township Planning Commission members,

Subject:  Request for members to discuss processes associated with Chocolay Township 
 Planning Commission meetings

The Chocolay Township planner prepares the agenda for the Planning Commission meetings 
and you the members of the Planning Commission agree to that agenda. I request that since 
you have chose to not grant the historical requests of the public audience to change the agenda
to allow public participation in a timely manner that you reconsider how you set an agenda for a 
meeting and how you evaluate requests by the public to change the sequence an agenda. 
Further, I request that you evaluate the time granted for public comment.

There are two specific examples that occurred this year where Chocolay Township residents 
had to sit for either two and a half hours, or approximately an hour before the agenda item they 
were interested in learning about was taken up by you.  In each of these two meetings you were
requested to change the sequence of the agenda and refused to do so.

As a common courtesy to the citizens and the public who do attend the Chocolay Township 
planning commission meetings at a minimum I request you evaluate your prior postions to not 
change the agenda.  In the future you could determine who in the audience is interested in 
which specific agenda item. Based on the response that you receive you could then set your 
agenda so that individuals are not required to sit through hours of information that is unrelated 
to their concerns.

It is particularly troubling to find that the Planning Commission would not allow an agenda to be 
changed when the only participants at the Planning Commission were interested in an item that 
had been put as the last item on an agenda.

It is understood that you the Planning Commission members as well as the public would not 
want to sit any longer for a meeting than is necessary.  However, it is not understood why you 
as Planning Commission members would allow the planning director to read you definitions that 
are contained in the agenda packet materials, and not allow a citizen an additional minute of 
time during public comment.

The 3-minute rule for public comment is a guide. I have observed this commission under chair 
Mahaney allowing discussion during public comment between a citizen at the podium and the 
audience, and applicants for a business permit providing further public comment from their chair
in the audience.  I have observed individuals talking for greater than 3 minutes.  And then I 
recently observed, with approximately 6 citizens in the audience, a member of the community 
being told they could not have one additional minute. In the amount of time that it took for the 
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chair to discuss the three minute rule and the fact that the individual could not have an 
additional minute the individual could have spoke.  The applicability of the 3 minute rule 
warrants common sense.

How you set the agenda establishes how the meeting will proceed.  Think for a moment about 
the process allowed for public comment. Individuals have the opportunity to express their 
comment prior to the commission dealing with agenda items and than again prior to the end of 
the meeting after the commission has dealt with agenda items.

If there is one agenda item that an individual would like to comment on before the 
Commissioners discuss it they can do so during that 3 minute period.  However if there is 
greater than one agenda the individual still only has that 3 minute period to comment before you
discuss an issue.  And since the agenda and agenda materials are only finalized the Friday 
before a Monday commission meeting the public is often unaware of the issues that might affect
them, and any communication to you as a commission can not be included in your agenda 
packets.  

There is also the matter of issues before boards/commissions that have long histories of having 
been dealt with or not dealt with complicated by the fact that members of the boards and 
commissions often change. Based on presentations I have seen from the Chocolay Township 
planner historical facts associated with an issue are not always provided to boards and 
commissions.

So how have other communities looked at obtaining citizen input on issues before their boards 
and commissions? Some allow 3-minute public comment on each issue before and after an 
agenda item.  

The concept of the 3 minute rule might be relevant at meetings attended by a significant number
of the public who choose to comment, however, it might not be needed if there are just a few 
who chose to provide public comment.  Understanding the appearance of equity, it appears that 
the Planning Commission is applying this rule to limit the Public's input. This is quite contrary to 
the practice that one would expect a commisson would want to follow if they truly wanted public 
input.

I hope to see that you as a Commission agree to obtain the Public's input as to the sequence of 
future agendas and that you will work to evaluate the need for public comment greater than 3 
minutes in length. 

Sincerely yours, 

Deborah Mulcahey
633 Lakewood Lane
Marquette, MI 49855
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